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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The following discourse, which was delivered in 
sabstance, in the course of the writer's ordinary du- 
ties in the Wesley an Chapel, Falmouth, would never 
have been presented to the public eye^ but for the 
pressing request of many whom he feels it his happi- 
ness to serve in the Gospel. He would take the 
liberty however to say, that the assiduous efforts 
which the agents and advocates of the " Irvingite 
system are makidg, to give general dissemination to 
their principles, have induced him to wish that,»the 
subject attempted in this little tract, may invite a 
more extensive consideration than has hitherto been 
given to it, and that the attention and research of 
his more qualified brethren in the ministry, may be 
directed to a theme which he feels he has treated 
so inadequately. 

Penryn, 
January, 1836. 



EXPOSITION. 



EpHES. iv CHAP., VER. 7 — 15. 

" But unto every one of v* is given grace according 

to the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore he 

saith, when he ascended up on high, he led captivity 

captive, and gave gifts unto men. ( Now that he a«-> 

cended, what is it but that he also descended first into 

the lower parts of the earth ? He that descended is the 

same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that 

he might fill all things.) And he gave some, apostles; 

and some, prophets ; and some, evangelists ; and some 

pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting of the saints, 

for the work of the ministry ^ for the edifying of tiie 

body of Christ : till we all come in the unity of the 

faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 

perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the 

fulness of Christ : that we henceforth be no more chit-- 

dren, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 

wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 

craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but 

speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all 

things, which is the head, even Christ" 

In days of speculative strife like ours, 
when, not only the more permanent and 
habituated errors of ages maintain their 
existence, and still influence the destinies 
of myriads ; — but when the long forgotten 
andmani-colouredheresiesofancienttimes 
revive around us and live again, and Sa- 
tan himself, transfomed into an angel of 

Ad 
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light, is believed, confided in, and adored, 
— ^how invaluable the presence and pos- 
session of a standard of truth, unquestion- 
ably divine in its origin, immutable in its 
nature, and supreme in its authority, like 
that contained in the word of god : — a 
Danon and rule of truths at once infallible 
and changeless } and a test of error b\ 
searching and complete, that in its con- 
scientious use, the believer may ever de- 
tect its illusions,— may strip the destroyer 
of his disguise, and distinguish in time^ 
the machinations of hell, from the counsels 
and requirements of heaven. 

The portion of scripture which forms our 
text for this morning, invites us to the ex- 
amination of a subject at all times inter- 
esting to the christian church, but which 
has lately assumed a local importance (a) 
that not only warrants, but demands the 
closest attention we can give it. 

When your implicit credence is sum- 
moned, on the pain of the forfeiture of your 
salvation, to doctrines of which till lately 
you never heard, and your submission, ab- 
solute and entire, is required to an hierar- 
chy of eclesiastical government professedly 
invested with the literal and awful author- 
ity of the Christ-commissioned founders of 
the church, it surely becomes you to pause 
before you make the surrender — ^to esti- 
mate the credentials of the self proclaimed 

(a) See Notes. 



messengers of heaven, and asserting the 
privilege which the New Testament be- 
stoM^s upon the believer, to '* prove all 
things," and to "try the spirits whether 
they are of God." 

The, chapter before us opens with a 
persuasive exhortation to the habitual exer^ 
cjtfse of those gracious dispositions which 
8o materially form and demonstrate 
the christian character : — ^humility and 
meekness, — longsuffering and love. It is 
peculiar to Christianity to represent the 
meek and lowly virtues as of transcendent 
excellence in the sphere of morals. Whilst 
the instincts of depravity are gratified by 
the aspirations of pride, the explosions of 
anger, or the perpetration of revenge ; and 
the more chastened principles of philoso- 
phy, so called, lead its votary to regard 
magnanimity and courage, sensitiveness 
to personal reputation, and contempt of 
danger and of death in upholding it, as 
standing highest among the attributes of 
moral worth ; — the exercise of patience 
and meekness under provocation, and the 
mercy which sacrifices self for the welfare, 
even of an enemy, — though admitted to 
be virtues, are regarded nevertheless by 
the mass of society as too tame to excite 
their admiration, and too much at vari- 
ance with the interests and impulses of 
life, to constitute a high model of cnaracter, 
or to form a principle of conduct. But in 
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the heaven-descended philosophy of the 
gospel, the in-being and habitual exercise 
of such dispositions are essential to that 
condition of mind in which only a man 
shall be prepared to meet his God. They 
were among the radiant excellencies of the 
Lord Jesus, who was " meek and lowly 
in heart," and they are still the emanations 
of his spirit's grace, without whose sancti- 
fying work no man can be his. "The 
fruit of the spirit, is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance ; against such there 
is no law, and they that are Christ's have 
crucified the flesh with the affections and 
lusts, {b) I therefore, (writes the apostle 
in the first verse,) the prisoner of the 
Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy 
of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 
with all lowliness and meekness, and with 
longsuffering, forbearing one another in 
love." 

No association of beings, short of the 
society of the glorified, will be found in 
all respects perfect : it is therefore by no 
means surprising, that even in the apos- 
tolic time, discussions and diflferences of 
a painful nature should have interfered, at 
intervals, with the peace of the church. 
Traces of this are visible in many of the 
epistles, and are discoverable in this to 
the Ephesians. That church appears to 

(6) Gal. V. 22. 
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have been composed partly of converted 
Jews, and partly of «hri8tianized Gentiles, 
and from the varied habitudes of their past 
life, arising from education and other 
causes, there would be a frequent collision 
of opinion, that jarred upon those har- 
monies of feeling, the inviolable mainten- 
ance of which was at once their interest 
and duty. St. Paul, thefore, guards them 
against this evil, in the admonitory lan- 
guage of the second verse. " Endeavour- 
ing—intensely labouring (c) to keep the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.'* 
By *'the unity of the spirit," we understand 
not merely spiritual or eclesiastical con- 
sociation, but also that unanimity in 
sentiment and affection which is worthy 
of, and springs from, the Spirit of God ; 
the fruit of that holy effluence which de- 
scends from the most High, and leads the 
mind whom it hallows, to Himself again. 
The presence and dominion of grace like 
this, will produce the only uniformity of 
which) in the present state, the christian 
church throughout the world is capable ; — 
uniformity, (to adopt the expression of 
Dr. Samuel Clarke) not of opinion in the 
bond of ignorance, nor of practice — cere- 
mony, — in the bond of hypocrisy, — but u- 
niformity of spirit in the bond of peace."(rf) 
The duty of cherishing this holv una- 
nimity the sacred writer inforces, in the first 

(c) anov^Al^orrts. (d) Note B. 



10 I 

place, by an argument drawn from the 
relation which subsisttbetween members 
of the same church, (a relation so intimate, 
as to be represented by the unerring spirit 
of truth, as analogous to that which is found 
between the several parts of the same vital 
system ;) partakers of the same grace and 
participants in the same privileges immu- 
nities and hopes ; professors of the same 
faith; sons of the same God. How strong 
therefore the ties of a relationship like this / 
— for ^Hhere is one body and one spirit^ even^ " 
or ^' a^ also ye have been called to one hope 
of your calling, (e) One Lord^ one faith, 
one baptism. One God tnd Father of all 
who is over (syn) ally and with (J*«) a//, 
and in you all. 

The text comes in immediate sequence 
to these statements, and constitutes in fact, 
a second argument for christian unity: 
since the gathering together and edifica- 
tion of the church in the unity of the spi- 
rit, was one of the Redeemer's great 
designs in the institution and endowment 
of that astonishing ministry, to the origin 
and varied designations of which he pro- 
ceeds to allude : Ver. 7. But to every one ov 
rather,/or the samepurpose (/) tJiere isgiv- 

(e) KaOojs Kai ikXtfiffrt, (f) l^vi h fKaarto. ic.t.X. 
The particle ^i is often nsed to introduce an aditional 
argiitn^nt or sentiment on the same subject. The 
critical reader is referred for examples to Matt v, 31., 
Rom. viii. 80„ 2 Cor. ii. 12. The manner in which 
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Bn to every one of i«^-7-(tbe apostle speaks 
of himself and his fellow labourers of all 
orders,) — grace — a gracious function or of- 
fice, according to the measure — i e, suita- 
ble to the nature and degrees, of the gift 
€>f Christ. Wherefore he — ^the Holy Spi- 
rit in the oracle of the sixty eighth psalm, 
saith, *' When he ascended up on high, he 
led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto 
men. And he gave some, apostles ; and 
some, prophets ; and some, evangelists ; 
and some pastors and teachers: for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ. Till we all come in the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the son 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the mea- 
sure of the stature of the fulness of Christ : 
that we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of 
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive ; but speaking 
the truth in love, many grow up into him 
in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ." 
The primary subject of our present in- 

1 have taken the liberty to translate it above, is con- 
genial with its import in many passages. — Thus in 
Mark xvi. 9. it is nsed causally ^ — whilst in Rom. viii. 
6., Rom. xii. 6., 1 Cor. xii. 21. its obvious illative 
sense requires it to be rendered by therefore or 
wherefore. 
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vestigation is the nature of the apostolic 
ministry, and the possibility of its actual 
restoration : an enquiry which will be 
prosecuted with greater advantage, by ap- 
proaching the subject as it stands in con- 
nexion with the consecutive topics of the 
paragraph at large. 

The first of these brings before the 
vision of our faith, one of the most bril- 
liant events in the evangelical history ; 

THE ASC£NSI0N OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 

to his mediatorial glory. ^^When he as-^ 
cended up on highy he led captivity captive^ 
and gave gifts unto men.'' It was in this 
event that the Redeemer's actual exal- 
tation commenced. From that moment 
the days of his mourning were ended. 
For three and thirty years he had tab- 
ernacled with the children of earth, sur- 
rounded evermore by the sorrows and 
sins of this fallen and curse-stricken world. 
He had bosne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows ; and then, in making the all-suf- 
ficient expiation for our sins, he had at- 
tracted upon himself the essentials of their 
complicated penalty, and sunk into the 
gulph of death. His soul was made a 
sacrifice for sin, and that sacrifice was 
infinitely available. For, as he was de- 
livered lor our offences, so was he raised 
again for our justification. His resurrect 
tion was the sealing evidence of the effi* 
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cacy of his death, and demonstrated at 
once the reality and acceptance of the 
satisfaction which had been made in his 
blood-shedding. His exaltation followed : 
that, '* having by himself purged our sins, 
he might sit down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high." Hence, after having 
showed himself alive after his passion, by 
many infallible proofs, being seen of his 
church forty days ; and having spoken to 
them of the things pertaining to the king- 
dom of God, and charged them that after 
his removal, they should tarry at Jerusa- 
lem until endued with power from on high, 
by the baptism of the Holy-ghost, to be- 
come his witnesses to the uttermost narts 
of the Earth, — he led them out as far as 
to the heights of Bethany, and in the act 
of blessing them, was " parted from them," 
and carried up into heaven, (g) 

The language of the eighth verge is a 
quotation from the lxviii Psalm, and ta- 
ken as a whole, instructs us in some par- 
ticulars respecting this astonishing event 
which have not been recorded by the 
evangelist. 

Thus for example, we learn, that the 
Redeemer's ascension was distinguished by 
the attendance and homage of the celestial 
world. " The chariots of God are twenty 
thousand, even thousands of angels, the 
Lord is among them as in Sinai, in the 

(a) Acts i. 3 — ^11., Lake xxiv. 50. 
B 
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holy place." (A) It was characterized by 
a solemn magnificence, of which the tri- 
umphal pomp of earthly conquerors may 
give us an idea, however remote and in- 
adequate. As the angels who carried up 
Elijah (2 Kings, ii. 2.) on account of tlieir 
resplendent appearance, are metaphori- 
cally called ^^ a chariot of fire, and horses 
of fire," so here, a similar designation is 
given to those radiant hosts who met and 
attended the God-man in his ascent. The 
two shining ones who appeared to the dis- 
ciples on mount Olivet, were but a visible 
J art of a vast, tho' to man, invisible array, 
n that hour the angels of God ascended 
and descended (in attendance) upon the son 
of man, — ^yea, all the angels of God wor- 
shipped him : nor was it the first tribute 
of their homage: on a prior occasion, 
one of their number had announced his 
birth to the shepherds, "and suddenly 
there was with him a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God, and saying, 
glory to God in the highest and on earth 
peace, good will toward men." In some 
of the scenes of his deepest humiliation 
they had pressed into his presence, and 
had "ministered unto him." When faint- 
ing with hunger in the desert, and when 
bleeding with agony in Gethsemane, angels 
were nigh him. At the day break of his 
triumph ,they had announced his resurrec- 

{h) Note C. 
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tion, and in the event now under our re- 

vie>¥^, they witnessed and proclaimed the 

consummation of his victory over hell. 

The chariots of God, in flaming glory 

svsrelled the grandeurs of his triumphal 

return ; 

The helmed cherubim, 
And sworded 8era|ihim 
Were there, in glittering ranks, with wings displayed ; 

and angels and archangels, governments 
and principalities and powers, yielded 
him allegiant service, and proclaimed 
him welcome to the heavens. " Lift 
up your heads O ye gates, and be ye 
lift up ye everlasting doors, and the king 
of glory shall come in. The Lord, strong 
and mighty ; the Lord mighty in battle ; 
the Lord of Host, the King of Glory." (Ar) 
It was a demonstration of his victory over 
the powers of evil, and a pledge of their 
final overthrow. " Thou hast led captivity 
captive." The leaders of the guilty re- 
volt in which our world was involved, and 
who had bound mankind in the iron sla- 
very of sin, were themselves overcome by 
a stronger than they, and the prey was 
taken from the mighty. " For this pur- 
pose was the son of God manifested, that 
he might destroy the works of the devil." 
The hour came, which was the crisis of 
the universe. The unearthly conflict was 
fought, and the victory won, but won by 

(k) Psalm xxiv. 
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appalling humiliation and apparent de- ' 
feat I '* As many were astonished at liim, 
his visage was so marred more than axiy 
man, and his form more than the sons of 
men, yet it was that so he should sprinkle 
many nations ! " His blood, which crim- 
soned Gethsemane and Calvary, at once 
gratified the infernal adversary, and de- 
stroyed him ; and ** through death, lie 
deposed him that had the power of deatliy 
that iS) the devil, and delivered them who, 
through fear of death, were all their life- 
time subject to bondage. " The cross o£ 
Golgotha — the monument of shame, waj& 
wreathed with the palms of victory, and 
"having spoiled principalities and powers, 
he made a show of them openly, trium- 
phing over them in it." (/) The first to- 
ken of this conquest was presented iu 
his resurrection, but a still more glorious 
demonstration was reserved for his bright 
ascent, — when he took possession of his 
mediatorial throne, and commenced the 
exercise of that plenitude of power which 
had been given him in heaven and in 
earth. 

It was signalized hy extra^yrdinary tokens 
of beneficence to our tvorld. " To men gave 
he gifts." This may refer to the vast 
circle both of saving and providential 
benefits which our hell-deserving, yet re- 
deemed race has received under the benign 

(0 Psalm Hi., Heb. ii., Col. ii. 16. 
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a^dministration of Jehovah our Righteous* 

ness; since ^'the rebellious also'' are 

numbered among their recipients. And 

thus, in the chorus of gratitude which 

immediately succeeds these statements, 

the voices of all nations, and through all 

ages may unite. '' Blessed be the Lord who 

daily loadeth us with benefits, even the 

God of our salvation : he that is our God 

is the God of salvation, and unto God the 

Lord belong the issues from death/' But 

the especial character of these bestow- 

ments will be seen by the application 

which St. Paul has made of this passage 

in the subsequent parts of the paragraph 

under consideration. He *^ received'' the 

HOLY OHOST, that he might give it ; on his 

head the plenary anointing was poured, 

that from him it might descend to the 

skirts of his garments. Here is a theme 

which would of itself require a volume : 

we are compelled however, in this rapid 

exposition, to regard it but as subsidiary 

to the whole of the subject of which it 

forms a part. 

IL 
With equal brevity it behoves us to no- 
tice in the second place,THE apostle's com- 
ment UPON THE TERMS OP THIS PREDICTION. 

Verse 9. "Now he that ascended, what is it, 
but that he also descended first into the 
lower parts of the earth ? He that descen- 
ded, is the same also that ascended up far 
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above all heayens." The meditative reader 
will perceive a three-fold object inteiMled 
by this comment. It asserts the identity 
of the glorified^ with the previously abasedy 
Saviour. St. Paul argues that the ex- 
pression He ascended on high can have no 
meaning, applied to Christy our Immanuel, 
unless it was he who had also descended first 
into the humiliations of our world. The 
"lower parts of the earth " (w) is a Heb- 
raism apparently quoted from the Psalms, 
in which it is employed, to denote 1. con- 
ception in human nature, and 2. the grave, 
or the state of the dead, (n) Applied to 
the Redeemer's humiliation, therelbre, we 
may regard it as expressive of the facts, 
that he assumed our nature and was born 
of woman ; and that " being delivered for 
our offences," and slain that he might re- 
deem us unto God, he 

"Entered the grave in mortal flesh 
And dwelt among tke dead." 

It obviates an objection tvhich Jewish 
infidelity had levelled against the Messiah- 
ship of Jesus ; the unbelievers of Jerusalem 
had argued that the Christ was never to 
die, (o) and therefore that the crucified 
Nazarine could not be the Christ : whereas 
the apostle proves that the express terms 

(m) T« xarwTff a jbtwtj rtir ytir. Heb. Tachtioth 
liaaretK. (n) See Psalms cxxxix. 15., and Lxiii. 9. 
Note D. (o) John xii. 34. 
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of one of the most brilliant predictions of 
Messiah's glory, (Contained in the whole 
canon of their scriptures, necessarily im- 
plies his anterior descent from heaven, 
and his degradation and death upon earth. 
Whilst finally, we conceive it traces a 
connexion between the abasement and ex- 
altation of Messiah in the way of result^ 
or reward. "He that descended is the 
same also that ascended up far above all 
heavens." The inspired author notes this 
more distinctly in other parts of his epis- 
tles. Thus, in the first chapter of that be- 
fore us, he writes, the Father raised Christ 
from the dead, and set him at his own right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all 
principality and power and might and 
dominion and every name that is named, 
not only in this world but also in that 
which is to come. This is still more am- 
pliHed in the Epistle to the Phillippians. 
** He made himself of no reputation and 
took upon himself the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men ; 
and being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross. 
Wherefore God also hath highly exal- 
ted him, and given him a name which 
is above every name ; that at the name of 
Jesus every kliee should bow, of things 
in heaven and things on earth, and things 
under the earth ; and that every tongue 
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should confess that Jesus Christ is Liord 
to the glory of God the Father." To the 
same truth, indeed, had witness beea given 
in the discourses of the prophets, and in 
the inspired anthems employed in the 
worship of the old testament church. The 
solemn oracles of the Psalms which speak 
of the griefs and passion of Messiah, wrill 
be found often to connect them with his 
triumphs. They foretell, that God who 
would have showed him great and sore 
troubles, would quicken him again and 
bring him up again from the depths of the 
earth. He would increase his greatness 
and comfort him on every side : a seed 
should serve him and it should be counted 
to the Lord for a generation, (p) The vi- 
sions, too, of Isaiah, are so full and so clear 
upon this subject, that they may be said 
to constitute a prophetic gospel. 

Behold my servant shall prosper, 

He shall be raised aloft, and magnified, and Tery highly 

exalted. 
As many were astonished at him : 
To such a decree was his cottiitenaDce disfigured, 
More than that of man : 
And his form mure than the sons of men I 
So shall he sprinkle many nations, 
Before him liings shall be silent 
« • • • 

It pleased Jeho?ah to crush him with afiiction. 

If his soul shall malce a propitiatory sacrifice 

he shall see a seed, which shall prolong their days; 

And the gracious purpose of Jehovah shall prosper is hit 

hands. 
Of the travail of Ms soul he shall see (the fruit) and be 

satisfied. 

(p) Ephe&.i.20., Phil, xu 9., Psalms %hl,hlSie, 
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Therefore will I distribute to liim tlie many for bis portion. 
And tlie might) people shall he share for his spoil, 
Because he poured out his soul unto death, (q) 

Thus " he that descended is the same 
who ascended:" and thus too did the spi- 
rit which was in them testify alike to 
prophet and apostle the covenant connex- 
ion between the sufferings of Christ and 
the GLORY that should, follow. 

III. 

The grand purpose of the redeem- 
er's EXALTATION IS DECLARED. He OSCen- 

ded up far above all fieavens that he might 
Jill all things. Literally, he ascended up 
far above all the heavens, that he might 
ACCOMPLISH all things. The verb (r) ren- 
dered '' to fiU,'' though in some passages it 
certainly has that import, in many others 
signifies io Jul fiU complete^ or as above, to ac- 
camplish. The following may be specified 
as examples : '' Think not that I am come 
to destroy the law or the prophets, I am 
not come to destroy but (^xn^ w(r«») to 
fulfil. Matt. V. 17. There talked with 
him two men, which were Moses and Elias, 
who appeared in glory, and spake of his 
decease which (irXft^ow) he was to accom- 
plish at Jerusalem. Luke ix. 81. Now 
when he had ended, (cirAtifucrf) had com- 
pkted till his sayings in the audience of 
the people, &c. Luke vii. 1." The Greek 
Fathers illustrate the word by the idea 

(q) See Lowth's and Smith's Isaiah (r) ?rAf]f oeo. 
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of ftlling a vessel to the brim, whicli wa^ 
befdre but partially filled, — and the com- 
pletion of a picture, previously sketoiied. 
And thus in the text, from a careful con- 
sideration of its use elsewere, and its 
bearing on the subject of the apostles 
statements, we may regard it as expressive 
of the accomplishment or completion oi 
those vast designs of mercy to our w^c^rld, 
which Jehovah purposed in Christ, {s^ 

It is often the fate of human enterprises 
to fail , either from the want of ability or 
of perseverance of will in those who pro- 
jected or began them with ardour. The 
redemption and salvation of mankind, 
however, were the project of an etemai 
and immutable mind, and their consumma- 
tion will be effected by omnipotence. He, 
who of old laid the foundation of the eartVi, 
and the work of whose hands is the hea* 
vens, is unchangeably the same, and his 
years cannot fail. He fainteth not, neither 
IS weary. His counsel shall stand, aad 
he will do all his pleasure. Still Re-. 
demption, like that of the first creation, is 
a work of progressiveness. Although 
complete in the mind of God, and com- 
plete, too, in the sufficiency of its provi- 

{») The ancient Syriac translator appears to have 
regarded the word a» having here the same aspect o( 
meaning. He renders it by danahalem cu/— "«/ 
perficeret omnia,'* that he might thoroughly finish the 
whok. 
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gions, its devdopement to the yision of 
the universe is gradual. The beams of 
the day spring glanced long ago upon the 
nations, and the glory now travels Up- 
wards to the meridian. The promise was 
given at once upon the fall, but not im- 
mediately fulfilled : ages rolled on, before 
"the fulness of the time was come, and God 
sent forth his son." And when tliat epoch 
arrived, and the Redeemer was manifested 
in the flesh and dwelt among us, he pas- 
sed to the crisis of expiation bv degrees : 
nothing was premature, — nothmg hasten- 
ed, — he waited for his " baptism" and his 
*' hour." The events of his appearance 
and stay upon earth, and his transit to 
the skies ; — " the mystery of his holy in- 
carnation, his holy nativity and circumci- 
sion, his baptism, fasting and temptation ;'* 
the miracles of his arm and the wisdom of 
his lips ; — and at length, " his agony and 
bloody sweat, his cross and passion, his 
precious death and burial, his glorious 
resurrection and ascension, and the com- 
ing of the holy Spirit as the proof of his 
entrance into heaven itself,— were all links 
in the same chain, all parts of the same 
stupendous whole, whose first intimations 
were the dawnings of hope upon a be- 
nighted world, and whose completion 
will array the church triumphant in the 
splendours of the vision of God. 
The ascension of Christ must be re- 
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garded as an integral part of his mediato- 
rial undertaking. It was a sacerdotal act, 
and was typified in the Levitical ritual, 
by the entrance of the High Priest iirithiii 
the veiled and most holy sanctuary, the 
emblem of heaven, with the blood of atone- 
ment and the incense of rising interces- 
sion, (s) The Redeemer " ascended up, 
that he might accomplish " this. " He 
passed through the heavens" (t) thus pen- 
etrating the veil-^into the holy place — not 
that made with hands which was the figure 
of the true, — neither by the blood of goats 
and calves, but into heaven itself y and with 
his own bloody there to appear in the pre- 
sence OF GOD for us. Wherefore he is able 
also to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him, seeing he ever IiV- 
eth to make intercession for them. 

But a priest for ever after the order of 
Melchisedec, the sacerdotal grace of Jesus 
is combined with Kingly power. For this 
cause he both died and rose again, that 
he might be the Lord both of the dead and 
the living. Just before his ascent he de- 
clared himself the possessor of all power 
both in heaven and in earth, — and the day 
when he left this sphere of mortality, he 
was solemnly installed in that universal 
supremacy which has placed him far above 
all principality and power, and might and 

(«) Lev, xxi. Note E. (t) ittXfiXv^orx raur 
oviotpoijs'. Heb. iv. 14.,— ix. 12. 24. 
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dominion and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but also in that 
ijv^liich is to come, 

The exercise however of this power, is 
at pi^esenty administrative and mediatorial. 
He was invested with it that he might 
accomplish <ill things^ and the pleasure of 
the Lord shall prosper in his hands. 
Swayed by his sceptre, the movements 
of providence co-operate with the agen* 
cies of grace, in the production of the same 
sublime result. The work which he has 
begun, he will not fail to complete. He 
has made bare, to the sight of the nations, 
that arm whose strength can never wither, 
and whose efforts cannot be abortive i and 
all the ends of the earth shall see the sal- 
vation of our God. The saving plan is 
now in movement, and proceeds, in ever 
enlarging developements, under the super- 
! intendence of infinite wisdom, mercy and 
, power, towards a consummation, which 
will combine at once, the glory of God, 
the ineffable joy of the Mediator, and the 
rapturous blessedness of millions, whom 
no man can number. 

IV. 
In the accomplishment of this most 

GLORIOUS purpose, THE EARLIEST ACT OF 
THE saviour's ADMINISTRATION IN HEAVEN, 
WAS TO PROVIDE FOR THE MANIFESTATION OF 
THE GOSPEL TO THE WHOLE WORLD. From 

the moment of the first promise, human 

c 
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happiness has been essentially connected 
with the great principles of Christianity ; 
and if the world be ever restored to hap- 
piness, it must be christianized. As hu- 
man nature has been essentially andj 
universally the same through all time since . 
the fall, so the principles of Christianity, 
have ever borne the same relation to it 
Those principles are medicinal, restora- 
tive, saving: where depraved man has| 
been really healed, restored, saved, — tAey \ 
have triumphed ; — where they have re- 
mained unapplied, moral disease, depra- 
vity, and ruin, have characterized his 
condition and doom. '* In every age," 
says a profound observer, (u) "Christianity 
proves itself the only means bv which the 
innate evil of human nature, which always 
remains the same, though it is at some- 
times developed in open excesses, and at 
Others in hidden wickedness, can be puri- 
fied, and from its inmost foundations en- 
nobled and exalted." In every age there- 
fore, Christianity has the same relation to 
the corruption of human nature, which in 
it alone can find its radical cure. '' The 
declaration of Christ is universally proved 
true, that he came not for the sake of the 
righteous, but for the sake of sinners ; not 
for the sound, but for the sick." When 
we therefore regard it as exactly appli- 
cable to the wants of man, and as infal- 

(tt) Dr. Agu. Keander. 
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libly successful in relieving those wants, 
and in restoring him to holiness and hap- 
piness wherever it is received and obeyed ; 
and when, moreover, **it is constantly 
seen how every human affection finds its 
place in Christianity, a scheme which cal- 
culates upon the developement of the 
whole nature of man ; and how the oppo- 
site and conflicting powers and affection^ 
of man's nature can be reconciled to each 
other by this alone," it will be universally 
proved that Christianity is the leaven des- 
tined to leaven the whole mass of human 
nature* (r) 

During his ministry upon earth, the 
Lord Jesus had limited the circuit of l^is 
personal agency to Judea, and its immedi- 
ate vicinage. The twelve, and the seventy 
also, in their first commission, were strictly 
enjoined to confine their ministrations to 
the House of Israel, (x) That this restric- 
tive prohibition was given in deference 
to the prejudices of the Jews, or in the 
least degree to give sanction to their no- 
tions of superiority over the heathens, or 
semi-heathens, with whom they were sur- 
rounded, (though the ordinary) is shown 
by a recent commentator (y) to be a very 

(v) Ibid, (x) Matt. x. 6. (y) Vide tbe late Rer. 
R. Watson's admirable note on Matt. x. 5., the 
substance of which is incorporated above. The de- 
light with which the student of scripture reads th* 
** Exposition of Matthew/' mnst be mingled witb 
poignant though submissive regret for the compara* 
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Bnfounded opinion, and to be wholly in- 
consistent with that spirit of charity and 
kindness to the whole world, which so 
often breaks forth in the discourses of our 
Lord himself. This first mission of the 
disciples, as appears from the foregoing 
chapter, proceeded from Christ's doeply 
excited compassion for the neglected and 
perishing condition of the Jewish peoj>Ie ; 
to that their degradation and misery, and 
not their fancied superiority, were implied 
in it. Christ indeed was sent first and 
j>rincipally to the Jews, and so were Ixis 
apostles; and the reason was obvious. 
Ohristianity was to be built upon the foutn - 
dation of the old testament, as its fulfil- 
ment and completion. No other people 
hiad been placed in such a course of train - 
ing to receive it ; and either the Jews, who 
held the prophecies of this new dispensa- 
tion, and certain principles common both 
to the new and to the old, must be con- 
vinced of the truth of Christ's claims and 
doctrines, or be reasonably silenced, by 
appeals to what they held sacred, before 
Christianity could be proposed to any dis- 
tant nation with the hope of success. The 
kind afiection of our Lord to his coun- 
try — ^for among his other illustrious virtues 

lively early removal of that barning lamiiiary from 
the earthly church. Judging from those glorious 
fragments, what would the commentary have been, 
as a whole! £x pede, Herculbm. 
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lie had shown its what a pure and ardent 
patriotism really is — would impel him to 
seek first the salvation of his own people : 
"but the design was higher than this. The 
gospel system had been yet but imperfectly 
announced, and indeed was incomplete, as 
wanting the facts of the great sacrifice, 
the resurrection, the ascension, and thp 
priesthood of its Founder ; by all which 
many important prophecies were yet to be 
accomplished ; and the time therefore was 
not come for its being propounded to 
Gentile nations, who did not admit the 
preliminary and preparatory dispensation 
of the old testament. Yet before Chris- 
tianity received its perfect form, and was 
stamped by the hand of its divine author 
with its final seal, an opportunity for ef- 
fecting a great good presented itself among 
the Jews. John the Baptist had, by his 
preaching, produced a great impression 
upon the people, and led them to expect 
the immediate appearance of the Messiah : 
now the offices of these first messengers 
was to declare in difierent directions 
through the land, that Jesus was that Mes- 
siah ; to work miracles in his name in 
order to prove it; to relate his mighty 
works ; and to repeat his sayings and dis- 
courses ; thus calling forth prayer and 
incipient faith and spiritual desires, and 
disposing many to receive the gospel when 
it should in its complete form and its 

C3 
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fulness of evidence, be proposed to them. 
The restriction of their ministf]^ there- 
fore to the Jews, was but temporary, and 
subordinate to an important purpose. 
Their first ministrations were not, ia the 
fullest sense, evangelical, — " The kingdom 
of heaven was hitherto, but — at hand.'* 
But thus favoured as were the Jews, there 
was at the same time a presentiment 
in their church, however disagreeable to 
their national prejudices, that the barrier 
of distinction between them and the hea- 
then, would ultimately be broken down, 
and the Gentiles be admitted to the liberty 
of the sons of God. Intimations of this 
had been given by the prophetic spirit,, 
the recognition of which by the faithfu/,. 
had excited the expectancy that the more 
perfect and saving manifestation of the 
divine will to be made by the Christ, would 
be a light to lighten the Gentiles, as well 
as be the glory pflsraek The gloom- wrap^ 

ged nations were to rise up and hail its 
eams ; the glory of the Lord was to be 
revealed, and all flesh to see it togetlier, be- 
cause the mouth of the Lord had spoken it. 
The disciples, on the ascension of Christ,, 
were left under the full conviction of the 
divine purpose, regarding the universal 
diffusion of the gospel, aad bound by the 
solemn obligation of his command to con- 
secrate their lives to its accomplishment. 
St. Luke records it as one of the Redeem 
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er's last injunctions, that they should 
ta^rry at\t|f rusalem, till endued with power 
from on high — the energy of the Holy- 
Ghost sent down from heaven — ^by which 
they should be qualified to become his wit- 
messeSj not only in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea — to the Jews who adhered to the 
law of Moses, and the prophetic writings :. 
w^orshipping Jehovah only, and keeping 
Tap the temple service in their Metropolis,. 
— but also " in Saniaria^'' — whose inhabi- 
tants formed a middle race, between Jews 
and Gentiles, — " a mongrel people, who 
worshipped the God of Israel in common 
with other Gods," (z) " and unto the utter-- 
most parts of the earthy'' — the great mass 
of nations who were lost in idolatry, and 
destitute of any knowledge of the true 
God ; — to all inajikind^ therefore : — in ac- 
cordance with their grand commission, 
which is verbally recorded by St. Mat- 
thew ; "All power is given unto me, in 
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore 
sind teach all nations,, baptizmg them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son^ 
and of the Holy-Ghost. Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have 
eommanded you ; and lo I am with you 
alway, even imta the end of the world.. 
Amen." (a) 

The great qualifying power for this stu-^ 
pen4ous work, was thaX imparted by the 

(z) pr. A. Clarkk. (a) Matt xxviii.ia 20). 



32 I 

Spirit, and the offices and endoiivments' 
with which they were invested, w^^re such 
as were exactly adapted to the then pre- 
sent state of the world. The wide i?eorld 
was under the death-like reign of ignor- 
ance, or of unbelief. The messeng-ers of 
Christianity, whilst they proclaimed the 
truths which was able to make the ignorant 
wise unto salvation, were empowered to 
demonstrate that truth by mighty signs a,nd 
miracles, by the force of which unbelief 
was compelled to give way to conviction. 

The day of Pentecost witnessed the 
demonstration of Messiah's power in hea- 
ven, by the mission of the Spirit ; tJie 
Holy-Ghost which till then had not been 
given because Jesus was not yet glorified, 
now came. The christian church \¥as 
sanctified as the habitation of God. — The 
heralds of the cross arose, strong in the 
Lord and the power of his might, and en- 
tered upon their career. They went forth, 
the Lord working with them every where, 
and very little more than the life-time of 
a generation, Christianity had leavened 
the Roman Empire. 

The Agents employed in this unpre- 
cedented work, are enumerated in the 
eleventh verse of the chapter before us. 
''And he gave same apostles^" — that is, con- 
stituted or appointed them to be apostles, 
(b) '^cmd some to be prophets, and some to 

(6) Tbo verb hitafAt in here used in the sense of 
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evangelists, and some to be pastors anti 
Leachers." The offices notified by these 
designations are so well illustrated in the 
new testament, and the earliest uninspired 
records of the church, as to render it easy 
looth to ascertain their nature, and to de- 
cide upon the likelihood of their resto- 
ration. 

APOSTLES. 

The designation Apostolos, Apostle, 
literally signifies one wno is delegated or 
sent (c) by another on business of moment. 
There are two words used in the hew tes- 
tament for sending : the one is ^r? jiaxw, f^em- 
pOy employed familiarly to denote ordinary 
and trivial errands; and the other, a^roo-TfAXw 
apostello (whence apostolos) indicative of 
a more solemn arid important commission 
or delegation. The general use of this 
latter verb in Greek authors, is to denote 
a mission, or sending forth on the public 
interest. In that language (ttexxw, stelloy 
signifies to instruct a messenger, to prepare 

to admit to, or entrast with, any office or aathority. 
'* Coustituo, eligo officium, munus aliqui demando.'' 
ScuLEUSNER, In voc (18) — Thus Christ is said to 
be ginm head over nil the church— Cphes. i. 22. 

Kfti EtuTdv {Jeox£ xcfo^Xviv — which MaC|CNIOHT ac- 
cordingly renders, ** and hath appointed him head 
over all." Hence too, the valaabie French version 
of Le Maistrb DE Sacy, reads it '* Lai meme 
done a donne a son eglise quelques-uns pour etre 
apotres d'autres pour etre prophetes, &c." 
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or furnish for an expedition — ^and «iro«"Tf aa«, 
apostello, is to send forth, thus instructed, 
furnished, or prepared, (d) Hence the 
name apostolos was sometimes given to 
an exp^ition, whether military or naval, 
— ^as also to the leader or admiral af a 
naval armament; — sometimes to a state 
missive or document, (e) but especially and 
most frequently it belongs to a legate, en- 
voy or ambassador, authorized by one 
political power to negotiate public affairs 
with a!tiother. Thus in Herodotus aTroo-roAor 
and xnf ug, K^rux, a herald, are of one and 
the same import. (/) 

The verb in the Hebrew scriptures, 
which corresponds to apostello is ihalachj 
to send, to commission; Gen. viii. 7., 
xxi. 14., and xxiv. 56., whence shaUich^ a 
messenger, legate or ambassador. In the 
Talmudic writers the shalichin were those 
who collected the tithes and other offer- 
ings for the Levites. This function was cal- 
led also AirocroXriv the apostlcship. (g) The 
name was retained among the Jews, after 

(d) Miito cum mandatis^ ablego. Hederic. (e) Ap^ 
ostolua clasBtum ei expeditio maritima : eUusU, Im-^ 
perator clams. Litera dimissorut. Ibid; andLABBsr, 
Glossaria Vefterum, ** Qui hoe nomine eos qui expe- 
ditioni prcterant triremium indigitareJ* Hbinsius, 
ZtoXu; from cnXXa wsn^expediiiomilitarisveldasnt. 
Hence the military use of^^ame, (/) Herodo- 
tus, in clio 21. (g) Grotius quotes Julian's 
£p. ad Jadaeos, and Epiphanius, for this application 
of the term. In Matt x. 
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destruction of their city and polity, 
denote those officers who were commis- 
oned by the patriarchs of their various 
synagogues, and sent into the several 
X>arts and provinces under their jurisdic- 
^tion in the capacity of visitors or commis- 
saries, to see that the laws were duly 
observed, and to receive the aurum coron- 
tirium, or tribute money. (A) 

There is an opinion that St. Paul/be- 
fore his conversion, had sustained the 
office of one of these Jewish shauchin; 
and that it is to this circumstance he re- 
fers in the beginning of his Epistle to the 
Galations, where he styles himself "an 
apostle, not from man, nor by man. "As 
if he had said Paul, no longer an apostle 
of the Jewish Rulers, nor sent by men, to 
maintain the law of Moses, but now an 
apostle and envoy of Jesus Christ." This 
however is indeterminable : though it is 
highly probable there is an allusion in the 
passage to those apostles of the JcMdsh 
church. 
In the new testament, the highest ap- 

(h) Reference is made to these Jewish apostles in 
some of the edicts of the latter Roman Emperors. 
Tbas Honoring and Arcadius, in the Theodosian 
code : ** Superstitionis indigoae est ut arcbisynagogi 
sive presbyteri judseorum vei quos ipsi Apostolus 
vocant, qni ad exigendnm aurnm atqne argentum a 
patriarcha certo tempore dirigunter, a singulis syn- 
agogis exactam summam atque susceptam ad eundem 
reportent." — Codex Tueodos. Titulo De Juikns. 
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plication of this title, is in its appropriation 
to the SON OF GOD, who is called 
Heb. iii. 1. "The Apostle and High Priest 
of our profession." As a prophet, like to 
Moses, that is, as a lawgiver, (see the next 
Terse,) — he is called the apostle of our 
confession, agreeably to the meaninrg of 
the word which denotes one sent forth to 
execute any affair of importance, (aj) To 
this our Saviour in his discourses frequent- 
ly alludes, and describes himself as havii^ 
been sent by, or constituted the apostle of 
the Father, Thus John x. 36. '' Do ve 
'charge him with blasphemy, whom the 
Father hath consecrated his apostle (t»7«a(n 
x»» ocvitrretXev) to the world, for calling him- 
self his son ?" (Ar) And again, chap, vii, 
42. "For I proceeded and am come forth 
from God, I cam!e not of mvself for he 
sent mfe." 

In the second degree, the appellation 
apostle, is given to the twelve illustrious 
disciples of Christ, who were at length 
delegated by himself as his witnesses and 
messengers, and constituted the primary 
teachers of Christianity to the whole world. 

But before we proceed to ascertain the 
exclusive prerogatives of their •office, it 
will be essential to the investigation we 
have in hand, to note, that the titleof ap- 
postle is applied in the new testament, 
and not unfrequently in the earliest ecle- 

(0 Macknight. (k) Campbbll's Translation. 
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uasticB.1 writers to several of the other 
atgents and ministers of the primitive 
^liurches. " There are many more, says 
EusEBius, who are called apostles, by way 
of i$nitatian^'^ (I) It will be found upon 
examination to be given, 1. — ^to those who 
;iirst announced the gospel in any province 
'or city. Thus the seventy disciples are 
called apostles by Tertullian. "After 
[ the same manner/' observes Valesius, 
' ^* every nation and city termed them npos- 
' ties from whom they first received the 
truth of the gospel." (m) Hence Eusebius 
' calls Murk, not only an evangelist, but 
' also an apostle, because he first preached 
the gospel to the Alexandrians, (h) 2 — To 
those early disciples and ministers who 
were the intimate friends and companions 
of the apostles. Thus Timothy is so de- 
signated by Salvian ; Timothy and Luke 
\ by Idatius ; (o) and Mark and Luke by 
' Athanasius. {p) To this class also it is 
^ probable, belonged Junta and Andronicus^ 
who are mentioned, Rom. xvi. 7. as being 
*'of note among the apostles." Some in- 
deed have supposed them to have been 
apostles, in the sense first given : but the 
name Junia is that . of a female, and de- 
notes probably the wife of Andronicus. {q) 

(I) Euseb. Hist. I. 12. (r/i) Val. on Euseb. I. 13. 
(n) Hist. II. 24. (o) In Fastis, (p) Athanas. in 
Synopsi. {q) So Chrysostom, Theophylact, and 
several other Commentators, ancient and modern. 

D 
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They are said indeed in the verse to \)t 
St. Paul's kinsmen, but the term thw^ 
rendered properly signifies relatives ; suQd 
should have been so translated. T*lieir 
being "of note among the apostles," only 
intimates the high estimation in which, ol 
account of their talents and virtues, tliev 
M'ere held by several of those men of God. 
Bengel thinks they were of the nuinl>er 
of the 500 referred to in 1 Cor. xv. 6,, and 
that they stood in this high consideration 
among the apostles, because they had thus 
seen Christ after his resurrection. 3. — The 
appellation is also given, (in a sense some- 
what analogous to the shalichin described 
above) to those who travelled on commis- 
sions of temporal or spiritual business, 
relating to the interest of the churches.— 
These are designated aTrca-roXoi iKKXria-iuy . (r) 
Such were Titns and his brethren, men- 
tioned in the iJ Epistle to the Corinthians ; 
and Epaphroditus, in that to the Phillip- 

{)ians, who (chap. ii. 25.) was the aposto- 
os or messenger of that church to St. 
Paul, when imprisoned at Rome, to con- 
sole him by the assurances of their love, 
and to supply him with that pecuniary aid 
which would relieve the inconveniences 
of his confinement, — see chap. iv. 15. 
4. — The nearest approach to the apostolic 
dignity itself, appears to have been made 
by Barndbasj who has the title given him 

(r) 2 Cor. viii. 23. 
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LT\ association with St. Paul, Acts xxiv. 
14, and was evidently one of the principal 
ctiaracters in the early church oi Jerusa- 
leKn. (5) This eminent christian however, 
tlxough an apostolical man^ to use the ex- 
pression of Clement concerning him, was 
not an apostle in the peculiar import of the 
name. There are two circumstances re- 
corded of him in the Acts, which serve to 
explain its application to him. He was a 
messenger of the churches. — As such he 
Mras deputed by the church at Jerusalem, 
who i^KiTBa-rt^M ^^sent him forth that he 
should go as far as Antioch," to visit the 
newly converted believers there : and he 
was a companion of the apostle Paul, in 
the especial commission which they receiv- 
ed from the Holy-Ghost, to various labours 
among the Gentiles, as described in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth chapters. 

In this accommodated sense also, the 
term has not unfrequently been applied 
in more recent times, to ministers of the 
gospel who have been eminent for their. 
sanctified zeal, and extraordinarjf labours. 
Thus in common language, an Elliot, a 
Gilpin, a Xavieb, a Wesley, and a Coke,. 
are designated'* the apostolic." (t) I need 

(t) See Acts ir. nit, and chap. ix. 26. (0 
In this acceptation of the word shonld every min* 
ister of Christ, endeavour the imitation of the 
apostolic character. To be successful in his work 
he must begin and carry it on in their spirit and with 
tkeir aims. The eternal salvation or damnation of 
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BOt say however, that those eminent ser- 
vants of God, were never chargeable with 
the absurd self-complacency of announ- 
cing themselves by such an epithet. 

But with this subordinate applicatioo 
of the term we have nothing further, at 
present, to do. All these worthies, both 
ancient and modern, were apostles, not in 
REALITY, but, as Euscbius says, by imita- 
tion : they were not such in the sense in 
which the Jirst messengers of Christ were ; 
nor in the sense in which the sacred ap* 
pellation has been taken to tiiemselves 
by the soi-disant apostles of Newman- 
Street. 

Our main enquiry turns therefore, not 
on the inferior and accommodated, but ^i 
the proper, peculiar, and exclusive import 
of the term, as appropriated to THE 
TWELVE Primary Ministers of Chris- 
tianity: "the glorious company of the 
apostles," — the true ^^ Legates a latere^' of 
the Son of God, — ^the consecrated and 
ever-memorable men, who were personally 
commissioned by the Redeemer, filled with 
his Spirit, entrusted with his doctrine, 
empowered to raise the structure of the 
church, and constituted his ambassadors^ 
to the whole world ! (v) 

many souls will depend much on the possession or 
absence of tii^t spirit in every preacher. The beaor^ 
liful work of Flbtch br on the character of Si PwU 
will illustrate the analogy between: the ordinary aiicl 
extraordinary ministry, (v) Note P. 
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In pursuing this investigation we must 
8t0certain in the first place, the functions 
SLiid prerogatives of the apostolate, and 
estimate in the second pmce, its signs- 
SLnd credentials. 

The first great duty of the apostleship 
i^as the proclamation of the gospel to all 
7iutions^ and, by the records of their inspi- 
ration, it may be added, to all times. What 
a sublime vocation was this ! The worli> 
was to be their charge, and the human 
race in its past, present, and future gene- 
rations, their perpetual audience. 

The preaching of the apostles had,^ 
among others, this distinguishing pecu- 
liarity, — that it exhibited a personal testi- 
mony to the fact which seals and demon- 
strates the truth of our religion, — the* 
Resurrection of Christ. In a sense in which 
no subsequent race of preachers possibly 
can be, thetf were emphatically witnesses: 
for Christ. They had attended him. 
through the course of his personal minis- 
try^ '' continued with him in his tempta- 
tions," (x) listened to hi» ifistructions,. 
beheld the miracles of his* power;* — they 
had gazed upon him while io agony and 
in gloryy wber^ transfigured in light or 
scourged by the executioncF^and crucified 
between two thieves> they had hunon the 
reality of his* deathy amd knmon too by 

(x) "Ye ar^-they whieh^have coiUiiuied wiU]km#' 
m my templations:'^ Loke »auk-2Bv 
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many infallible proofs the indubitabfe 
certainty of his resurrection — theif couid 
come forward therefore with the utmost 
ability and give their evidence, full, com- 
plete, and resistless, to the whole. 

**Tbat which was from the begionln^f which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we haTe contemplated 
(u) and onr hands have handled (s) concerning THB lAViSQ 
Word, (a) For the life was manifested, and we have seen \X 
and bear witness and declare to you that life which is eternal, 
which was with the Father, and was manifested to us.^ That 
which we hate seen and heard we declare unto you, that ye rasT 
have fellowship with us ; and our fellowship truly is with the 
Father and with the Son Jesus Christ, (b) For we have beheld 
and bear witness, that the Father hath sent forth his Son to i>e 
the Saviour of the v^orld.** (c) 

Hence St- Peter describes an apostle as 
"one ordained to be a witness of Christ's 
resurrection ;" (d) and in his personal 
ministry we find him making repeated 
avowals of the same nature, and reiter- 
ating his testimony to the glorious fact. 
*' This Jesus hath God raised up, whereaf 
we are witnesses'' Acts ii. 32. ; " ye killed 
the prince of life, whom God hath raised 
from the dead, i^hereof we are witn^ses/' 
Acts iii. 1 5. '' Him hath God exalted with 

(y) i6toi(rotfAiii» denotes **betioldmg attentively^ 
and considering at leisure.'^ (z) *' Behold my handfl 
and my feet that it ia i» myseU'; handle me, and see ; 
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me 
have; and when he had thus spoken, he slioived 
thetn his hands and bis feet." LiKke xxiv. 39. (a) 
^* The word of life'^ is '^an Hebraism which Bs the 
context showeth ought to be translated the living 
word." Macknight« (^) IJohni. 1—3. {c)U 
John iv. 14. (d) Aets i. 2^4. 
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Lis right hand to be a Prince and a Sav* 
3iir, for to give repentance unto Israel, 
ind forgiveness of sins, and we are his 
vitnesses of these things." Acts v. 31* 
^ JBLim God raised up the third day and 
sliOAved him speedily ; not to all the peo- 
ple, but unto witnesses chosen before of 
Gody even to us who did eat and drink 
with him after he rose from the dead : 
and he commanded us to preach unto the 
people, and to testify that it is he which 
was ordained of God to be the Judge of 
quick and dead, x. 40., and hence St. 
Paul himself, though called subsequently 
to the ascension, was thus qualified to as- 
sert the ocular proof of the Saviour's re- 
surrection (or he could not have ranked 
with the apostles) — ^by an extraordinary 
epiphany of Christ in his glory ; so that 
when preaching or writing on the subject 
he could adduce his personal testimony, 
and declare—^* he was SEEN BY ME 
also." (e) 

Their preaching however was not con- 
fined to the mere statement and proof of 
this foundation-fact, but unfolded a per- 
fect manifestation of the whole truth as it 
is in Jesus. Theirs wa^ the unutterably 
solemn charge of declaring the terms of 
human salvation, of piersuading men to 
embrace them, — and of building up all 

(e) 1 Corr XV. 8* 
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who were obedient to the celestial call- 
ing, in ail the counsel and will of God, 
For this they were qualified by inspi- 
ration, most full and abiding. Such 
inspiration had been given them in con- 
nexion with their prospective work. 

"The Paraclete (/) which is the Holy-Ohost whom the 
Father will send in my name, ke tkuU teach yowall things^ and 
briii^ all thingS'to your remembrance, whatsoever I Uave said 
mito yoa.'* {g) "When he the Spirit of truth is coine, he will 
guide yott into all truth. • . .and he will show you* things to comer 
He shall glorify me v for he shall receive of mine and shall 
siiow it unto yoU' Alt things that the Father hath, are nrine; 
tiierefore said I that he shall take of mine and show it uuto 
you, {tH) and when the Paraclete is come whom I will send mito 
you from the Father, ere n the spirit of truth* which proceedetii 
from the Father, he sball testify of me ; aiidhe also shall bear 
Witness, because ye hafe been with me from the beginning. '*'(i) 

It will be seen that these promises in- 
clude whatever is involved in complete 
inspiration^ r the fulness of that triith which 
is essential ta the salvation of tlte* world, 
and which the apostles themselves empha- 
tically called "the glorious gospel of the 
Messed God, committed to their trust." (k) 

Such were the promises of Christ; and 
the whole testimony of the apostles af- 
firms and illuKrtrateS' their fulfilment. They 
declared that th^ both received and an- 
nounced the gospel by direct inspiration : 

" Let a man ao aceowit of a», as* of the ministers of Christ, and 
stewards of the mysteries of God. We speak the wisdom of 
God which wav^hfdden h^ a mystery, but which God predeter- 
mined before the ages- should be spoken to our glory. Which 
wisdom none of the Prinee^of this world knew, for had they 
Ikiown it, they would not tkave crucified the Lord of glory. For 

(/) Note GF. {^y John xir^26i {h) John xri, 
; (i) John XV. (Jfe) JL Tim. i. 11. Note fl. 



45 

ts t% f s written,, eye hftlh not seen, nor ear hath not heard, and 
iito Xhe heart uf man have not entered, the things which God 
latH prepared for them that lore him. But God bath revealed 
Hem to us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all things, even 
;lie depths of God.'^(0 

Thus St. Paul, also,, speaking of his 
personal office: 

^* 1 certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached 
lyy . ma, is not after roan. For I neither received it of man, nei- 
ther was I taught it» bat by the revelation of Jesus Chriat. If 
ftny man be really a prophet or a spiritual person, let him 
aicknowledge that the things that I write unto you axe the com<». 
■aandnaents of the Lord.** (m) 

The apostolical manifestation of gospel 
truth, being thus the result of direct in- 
tercourse with God, by the plenary inspi-- 
ration of the Holy-Ghost,, was charac- 
terized by infallibility, unquestionable 
authority, and suffi-ciency or fulness, 

Sy infallibility^ Though,, untaught and 
unaided by the Holy- Ghost, they would 
of course have bewi, as all other men^ 
liable to the common infirmities of the 
human, intellect, yet> with this special an- 
ointing fojc th.e special work of instructing 
the world, they were absolutely and wholly 

g reserved from error. Though some may 
ave been more richly endowed than 
others of them, and the recipients of 
*' more abundant revelations," the " least" 
among them, in his preaching or writing 
as an apostle could not err : — no lapse of 
memory, respecting the events of its his- 
tory^ or misconception regarding the trutha 

(l) I Cor. iv. 1^ |i. 7* The yatriatioaa ar^ Mack-. 
ligUVs. (9i) GaU ii.. 11. 1 Qor. xivv3.7* 
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of the theology of the gospel, was suffered 
to dim the lucid testimony which he was 
commissioned to give. The truxh pro- 
ceeding from its eternal fountain, like *' the 
river of the water of life," as seen in the 
Apocalypse, was " clear as crystal," and 
has been conveyed to unnumbered milli- 
ons, through the channel of their ministry, 
unmixed with the poison and pollation 
of error. 

By sufficiency. They pjreached the 
gospel in its completeness : till their light- 
imparting career had commenced, the 
mass of mankind had never enjoyed the 
privilege, or the possibility, of coming to 
the knowledge of the truth. The scantling 
of genuine knowledge which the Gentile 
philosophers possessed, was hidden from 
the "profane vulgar," and imparted but 
to the select few, who were enrolled as 
their professed followers ! Thus Plato, 
in the true-spirit of that system, openly 
affirmed, that it was hard to find out the 
Father of All, and that it was impossible^ 
when you had found him, to make him 
known to all. (w) It was even a principle 

(n) There always accompanied the polytheism of 
the national religions of antiquity, a certain doctrine 
of the unity of God ; hut it usually existed only as 
an accompaniment to the polytheism of the national 
religion^ a conception of religion under a different 
form and with a different spirit : the one a conception 
of nature from the consideration of the multitude of 
powers at work in her, and the other from that of 
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n heathen polity, that "It was expedient 

Jhat commonwealths should be deceived 

.xf. religion, because the true theology con- 

tstined many things in it which though 

trixe, yet would be hurtful for the vulgar 

to know," and likewise many things which, 

in theology were false, of which it was 

expedient they should think otherwise, (o) 

The same distinction, at least in principle, 

between common and popular doctrines, 

and an esoteric and mysterious science, 

known only to the few, obtained among 

the Jews, (p) Thus the dim light which 

really existed was not suffered to shine 

forth, but was curtained and hidden, 

M'hilst darkness covered the earth at large, 

and gross darkiiess the minds of the people. 

But the commencement of the apostles' 

ministry was like the rising of the sun 

upon a gloom-covered world. The people 

that walked in darkness saw a great light, 

and they that dwelt in the land of the 

tbe unity which revealed itself in the operations of 

those powers. But under all circumstances the idea 

of this unity was something too abstract and elevated 

to be brought within the comprehension of the gross 

and sensuous many. Their imagination was to be 

engaged with the supposed powers and attributes of 

the great first cause, as embodied in the gods and 

goddesses of their mythology. 8ee Neander*s Hist 

15.21., and CtDWORTU. I. IV. 541. Plato in 

Timaeo. (o) Expedire existimat falli in religione 

civiiates. 8caevola; and Varro de Heligionibus, in 

Augustine. (;>) Witness the Cabbala, and the 

ni)steiie8 of the Tkerapeuta, 



48 

shadow of death, upon them the light 
shined. The truth they were charged 
unitersally to announce was able to make 
the whole world wise unto salvation . The 
mystery which in other ages was not made 
known to tlie sons of men, was now re- 
vealed to them by the Spirit, and by them 
proclaimed ; that the Gentiles should be 
fellow-heirs, and of the same body and 
partakers of his promises in Christ, by the 
gospel, whereof they were made ministers 
that they should *preach among the Gen- 
tiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 
and to make all men see m hat the fellow- 
ship was of the mystery which till then 
had been unknown, (q) 

Sufficiency is one of the grand char- 
acteristics of the gospel which the messen- 
gers of heaven communicated by preach* 
ing and by scripture. The church of the 
Jiving God rises, an imperishable structure, 
upon "the foundation" of the truth first 
communicated by **the prophets," and 
then perfected by "the apostles." Their 
** doctrine" completes the system of divine 
revelation. It interprets and ampHHes 
the oracles and institutes of the preceding 
dispensation, — imparts new and sublime 
instruction which till then the eye had 
not seen, nor ear heard, (r) and unfolds a 
succession of prophetic views of the com- 
ing destinies of man, through the ages of 

(9) Ephes. ill. (r) Note K. 
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and the retributions of eternity. 

t is a FULL disclosure of all that man 

eeds to knjow of the divine will concern- 

ri g him, as an inhabitant of the present 

v^orld : for they shunned not to declare 

o 119 the whole counsel of God. It is 

[J ^i ALTER able: and therefore, *' though 

we or an angel from heaven preach any 

other doctrine unto you than that which 

Ave have preached unto yoiis* let him be 

accursed." It is final: *'For L testify 

"uiito every man that heareth the Mords 

of the prophecy of this book, if any man 

shall add unto these things, God shall add 

unto him the plagues that are m ritten in 

this book." (sj — And hence — 

J?y unquestionable authority. This was 
the combined result of their infallibility 
as instructors, the solemn importance of 
the truths they communicated, and the 
high commission which had consecrated 
their lives to the publication of those 
truths. Let it be observed that they were 
not preachers of mere opinions^ nor defen- 
ders of opinions, but mmisters of the truth 
of God, and ambassadors of heaven, char- 
ged with the delivery of the divine will to 
the human race. To the fulness of their 
commission, nothing could be added. 
They spake in " Christ's stead." As Christ 
was the sent one, the apostle of the Father, 
they were the sent ones, the apostles of 

(i) Acts %x. 27., Gal. i. 8., Rev. xxii. 18. 
£ 
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Christ. Thus our Lord in his intercessory 
address to the Father said, *'as thou hast 
sent me — literally, as thou hast made me 
thy apostle to the world, so have I made 
them my apostles to the world ;" (t) and 
thuft^^too, in his charge to them : "He that 
lieareth you heareth me, and he that de- 
spiseth you despiseth me; and he that 
despiseth me, despiseth him that sent 
me." (u) And again : — *'He that receiveth 
you receiveth me, and he that receiveth 
me, receiveth him that sent me."(^) And 
on this account they scrupled not in vin- 
dicating their authority to declare the 
doctrine which they preached to be at 

once THE STANDARD AND THE TEST OF 

TRUTH. '* We are of God — he that knovreth 
God heareth us ; he that is not of God 
heareth not us ; hereby know we the spi- 
rit of truth and the spirit of error." (y) 

And thus it must have been : a more 
complete revelation than the world had 
ever enjoyed was about to be given to it. 
To accomplish this, one or the other of 
two methods was to be adopted : either 
the revelation must have been distinctly 
made to every man for himself, which 
would have required as many miraculous 
interpositions as there were individuals 
to be taught, and that through each suc- 
cessive generation to the end of time ; or 

(0 John ^xvii., fB (u) Luke x. 16. (x) Matt. 
X. 40. (y) 1 John iv. 6. 
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the other hand, a comparatively few 
ixiust have been originally intrusted with 
the revelation,, and empowered^ by suitable 
credentials, to announce it to all men. 
Tlxe latter is most analogous to the sim- 
plicity observable in the divine arrange- 
uients, and has been the actual course 
adopted. Their authority therefore as its 
ministers, roust have been as real as the 
truth of the revelation itself; and could 
be rejected only by a rejection of the 
truth, and a forfeiture of the salvation it 
offered. Mark the very terms of their 
commission, — "Go into all nations and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He 
that believeth and is baptized, shall be 
saved ; and he that believeth not shall be 
damned." (z) 

Invested however, as was their ministry 
by these solemn grandeurs, it was no less 
distinguished by the meekness and be- 

(2) To these views of their character, as teacherg 
of mankinil, it must be added, that to the apostles 
belonged the peculiar and exclusive prerogative of 
writing doctrinal and preceptive books of canonical 
authority in the christian church. And — **it suffi- 
ciently appears that no epistle or other doctrinal 
writings ot any person who was of a rank below that 
of an apostle were received by christians as a part of 
their rule of faith." With respect to the writings of 
Mark and Luke, they are reckoned hi9tnrical, not 
doctrinal or dogmatical. And Augustine says, that 
Mark and Luke wrote at a time when their writings 
might be approved, not only b5^^ue chi|n'h, but by 
apostles still living. 
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nignity so worthy of the disciples and 
servants of the "friend of sinners.*' God 
had given them not only the spirit of wis- 
dom, but also that of love and of a sound 
mind. How profound their humility! 
The lowliness of mind was in them whici 
first appeared in their Lord. The lessons 
of his grace imparted on the eve of the 
passion, had never been obliterated from 
their heart. '' Ye call me Master and Lord 
and ye say well, for so I am. If I then, 
your Lord and Master have washed your 
feet ; ye also ought to wash one anothers' 
feet. For I have given you an example 
that ye should do as 1 have done to 
you." (a) For the son of man is come, 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many. 
Having been baptized into his spirit, they 
marked the foot prints of his example, 
and trod in his steps. Hence the inci- 
dental notices of their personal character 
which we find in their discourses, exhibit 
a shrinking abhorrence of human praise, 
a humble and affectionate anxiety for the 
prayers and encouragements of christian 
brotherhood, an annihilation of self, — and 
an unquenchable desire not that them- 
selves should be magnified, but He who 
had sent them. 

Christian meekness was blended in their 
temper and ministrations, with christian 

(a) John xiii. 
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^^^nignity. The love of God was shed 
3L broad m their hearts by the Holy-Ghost 
^iven to them. They yearned for the 
restoration of all men to happiness and to 
Grod. The love of Christ constrained 
t:hein, because they thus judged, that if one 
died for all, then were all dead ; and that 
lie died for all they that live, should hence- 
forth not live unto themselves, but unta 
him who died and rose again. They were 
debtors to the Greek and the Barbarian ; 
to the wise and the unwise. 

The fulfilment of their ministry presents 
also a sublime and instructive spectacle of 
undaunted moral courage^ of fortitude un- 
quelled by the growing weight of compli- 
cated sufiering,and of fidelity ^ — fidelity in- 
violable unto deaths Knowing the terrors 
of the Lord, they persuaded men, and were 
made manifest unto God, and to the con- 
sciences of men. They could confidently 
appeal to those who had fully known their 
'' doctrine, life, purpose, faith,, longsuf- 
fering, charity, patience, persecutions,, 
afflictions." How affecting the occa- 
sional — not boastful — but incidental no- 
tices of their personal experience of the 
cup of which their Redeemer drank, 
and the baptism wherewith lie was bap- 
tized ! 

'' GOD hath act furth as the aposUes last (6) as (persona) 
appointed to death : for we are iiidde a spectacle uuto the world, 

(6) Tbis expression conveys an allusion to tlie 
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and to angels and to men. . . . Even to this present hour we boA 
hunger and th\rst, and are naked, and are buffeited, and haven, 
eertain dwelUug place ; and labour, working with oar owe 
hands : but being reviled, we bless, being persecuted., we sufft: 
it; being defamed, we intreat ; we are made as the filth {2> 
purgations) (e) of the earth, and are the offscoarin^ of all things 
unto this day r*(e/) 

Yet none of these things moved them : 
— neither counted they their LIVES dear 
unto them, so that they might finish their 
course with joy, and the ministry they had 
received of the Lord Jesus. They fought 
the good fight, they finished their course, 
they kept the faith. 

2. The second prerogative of the apos- 
tles was — to promulgate the lawsy and to 
establish the peculiar discipline of the chris- 
tian church. The religion of the new 
testament, is a dispensation of practical 
holiness, as well as of mercy. Whilst men 
were led, by the apostle's preaching, to 
seek and obtain the enjoyment of pardon- 
ing grace, and were turned from the power 

spectacles of the Romaa ampitheatres. From a 
passage of Seneica's Epistles, quoted by Whitby, it 
appears that in tue morning those criminals to whom 
they gave a chance of escaping with their life, fought 
with the wild beasts, armecf : but in the afternoon the 
Gladiators fought naked, and he who escaped, was^ 
only reserved for slaughter to another day. 

(c) wr 7rfpiJca9ap|M.aTa. The persons who were sacri- 
ficed among the heathens to their gods for appeasing 
their anger in times of calamity were called by this 
term, which signifies a lustration or purgation. They 
were commonly taken from the very dregs of society, 
and at the time of their being sacrificed, were loaded 
with curses and execrations^ {d) 1 Car. iv» 9. 
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rf Satan unto God, they were associated 

^y them in church communion, and pro- 

t^ided with a perfect directory of holy 

Living-. Hence in the moral part of their 

'w^ri tings, constant reference is made to 

tliis subject ; and the principles of human 

d.\ity laid down in the former dispensation, 

and amplified in the prophetical ministry 

of Christ, are drawn out by his inspired 

ministers into a full system of practical 

godliness, and brought to bear upon the 

consciences and conduct of mankind in 

every stage and gradation of society. 

Again, no society can subsist with- 
out government, discipline and form : 
and if this holds true in the present day, 
most especially did it apply to the church 
of the first ages, when Christianity had to 
unfold its effects and urge its progress^ 
under every unfriendly influence, and 
amidst every form of opposition. Hence 
the unsleeping exercise of discipline was 
held as of vital importance i)y the faithful 
guardians of the christian cfetuse, in those 
perilous times. "Discipline" exclaims 
Cyprian, "the protector of our hope, the 
anchor of our faith, our guide in the way 
to heaven, causeth us alwa'ys to abide in 
Christ, and to live always unto God." (e) 
Now, though there are many points of 

(e) De hab. Virginum. Sec.l. He quotes Psalm 
ii. 12., from the Ixx. '* Preseite discipline leitt thw 
Lord be angry and ye perish from the way of lifeP 
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church discipline which necessarily vary 
with time, place and circumstances, there 
are others which having an essentially 
moral nature, are of perpetual and univer- 
sal obligation. We find accordingly , that 
whilst the former class have been left un- 
determined in the new testament, or that 
only general principles are laid do\ivn 
respecting them, the application of which 
is left to the wisdom and piety of future 
churches, the latter are the subjects of 
express enactments' by the apostolic foun- 
ders of the church. 

Those enactments originated in Revel- 
ation, and in their delivery and promul- 
gation, assumed the nature of laws : they 
were not the result of the deliberations of 
unassisted human wisdom, nor oflFered to 
the church in the character of mere coun- 
sel or advice; but as the decisions they 
involve were given by direct revelation, 
so, when embodied,, in the forms in which 
they f^re permanently addressed to man- 
kindy they display the high and immutable 
seal of the divine requirement, and take 
their place among the commands of God. 

So clear was the apostles' inspiration, 
and so complete their authority, in these 
cases, that their language respecting the 
whole of their official decisions might 
have been similar to that employed by 
them on the memorable instance recorded 
in the xv. of the Ac\b^ where they wrote 
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^^?%rith all the confidence which their com- 
ission could inspire — "it .seem£th good 

O THE holy-ghost AND TO US." 

The very terms in fact in which this 
iithority had been conveyed to them, 
X>ledged the adorable Ruler of the uni- 
^verse to deal with men in his moral gov- 
ernment according to the rules which the 
apostles laid down in their preaching, and 
embodied in their writing for all future 
ages. 

** And I say uitto thee that thoii art Peter, and upon this rock 
(the truth which Peter hail just confessed, and w.iiicli h«* was to 
S|»en«i his day» in proclaiming — that Jesus was **lheCiirii*t, the 
Sou of ihelivin^ God/* verse 10*) will I build in) eiiutcli, aad the 
gates of hell siiall not prevail a::Hiiist it. And I will give uiiio 
thee the Iceys of the Icin^doin of heaven ; and whatsoever thou 
ahalt bind on eaith* Mhali be bound in heaven, a. id whatsoever 
thou shalt loose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven.*' (J ) 

This solemn language was afterwards 
addressed in substance to all the apostles, 
and declares their common investment 
with like authority. 

** Amen I say untu you, wbatsoeTer ye shall bind on earth, 
stiall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth, 
shall be loosed in heaven, (g) As my Father hath sent me, 
even so send 1 you. And wh«u he had said this he breathed on 
them, and said unto them, receive ye the t1ol)-Ohost : whose 
soever silts >e remit, the> are remitted unto them; and whose 
Soever sin» ye retain, they are retained/' (A) 

Thus as Princes among God's people, 
as Viceregents and Legislators in the 
spiritual Israel, were these extraordinary 
men, enthroned in moral grandeur, and 

( f) Matt. xvi. 18. (g) iMatt. xviii. 18. (A) John 
XX. 21. See remarks on the phraseology of the 
above passages Note L. 
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dressed in God-deriyed authority, which 
will continue through the centuries of 
time, to be acknowledged and deferred to 
by the church universal. 

3. The THIRD prerogative of the apos- 
tleship was, to provide fai* th^extemian. and 
perpetuity of the christian churchy b^f ^^^ 
appointment and ordination of a constituted 
ministri/: and thus, having performed tAeir 
work of laying the foundation, to apipoint 
those who were to build upon it,, when 
they should have passed to their reward. 
For they, like the servants of God in every 
preceding age,^ "were not suffered to con- 
tinue by reason of death." One of the 
most potent, and at the same time tJie 
most absurd of the arguments of modern 
Fanatics against the missionary efforts of 
the christian church of our own day, and 
an argument which has been repeated in 
this town of late with disgusting iteration, 
is — that such enterprises cannot be sanc- 
tioned of God, because the agents employ- 
ed in them are mortal, and die! The 
fatuity of this reasoning dispenses with a 
serious reply. Alas for Christianity itself 
if the " inspired ! " logic of these persons 
be genuine and conclusive, — since the 
tombs of the apostles themselves would 
be the monuments of its failure. The 
men whom the Son of God himself con- 
stituted his missionaries to the nations, 
were one after another, and some of them 
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speedily, gathered to their fathers in death. 
But though the head of the church re- 
moved his first workmen, and called 
them to their beatific rest, he still carried 
on his work. Under his mediatorial ad- 
ministration, provision had been made for 
this ; and the apostles in exercising the 
prerogatives of their charge, in providing 
for the future wants of the church, were, 
doubtless, immediately and effectually 
guided by his most holy and unerring 
spirit. Thus the men whom St. Paul had 
settled over the church of Ephesus, are 
expressly declared to have been also ap- 
pointed by the Holy-Ghost. Acts xx. 28. 
Under this teaching, and endowed with 
authority from on high, they instituted a 
system of ecclesiastical agency, the faith- 
ful operation of which would both edify 
the church, and evangelize the world. 

They ordained a ministry: — not a 
Priesthood, on the pagan or even Levitical 
model, but a ministry; — "not appointed 
like the priests of antiquity, for the per- 
formance of ceremonies, but for the in- 
culcation of truth ; not to conduct the 
pomp of lustrations and sacrifices, but to 
watch for souls as those that must give an 
account;" — a ministry, whose appropriate, 
neccessary, and fraternal duty it was to 
feed the church of God — to administer 
the sacraments of Christianity, and pro- 
claim the gospel to the m orld at large. 
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Nor was this a temporary arrangement : 
but an institution which is to continue *'to 
the end of the world." (i) The first minis- 
ters who received their ordination from 
the apostles themselves, had this convic- 
tion of its nature and duration — as may 
be seen in the writings of Polyoarp, 
Clement, and Ignatius,— whilst the subse- 
quent history of the true christian church, 
at times awfully minished, but always 
existent, down to the present day, has 
shown that conviction to have been correct, 

The agents thus appointed by the apos- 
tles consisted of two classes : JBishops or 
Presbyters, and Deacons. *'The apostles" 
says Clement, of Rome, (A:) "having 
preached the gospel in countries and 
towns, constituted the first fruits of their 
ministry, whom they approved by the 
spirit. Bishops and Deacons of those who 
should believe." chap. xlii. At a very 
early period we read of the institution of 
Deacons. Their appointment took place 
in fact, within a very short time from the 
ascension itself, and resulted from the 
circumstances narrated at large in the 
vi. chapter of the Acts. But though at first 
their office as Deacons, extended but to 
the stewardship of the funds, supplied by 
charity for the relief of the poor, they 
were soon admitted (Campbell thinks in 

(t) Matt, xxvii. 20. (k) The same whom St. 
Paul mentions. Phil. iv. 3. 
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the time of the apostles) to an inferior 

part in the sacred ministry, such as pub* 

licly reading the scriptures, occasional 

exhortation, attending the pastors in the 

discharge of the religious offices, and act<^ 

ing under their direction; so that the 

deaconship served as a noviciate to the 

ministry. The qualifications for this first 

office are thus enumerated :— 

** The Deacons inust be grave, not double»>tongrtied, not^giving 

themselves to much wine, not persons who earn money by base 

methods. (/) Holding fast the mystery of the faith with a pure 

conscience ; bat let these also be proved first, then let them ex*> 

ercise the deacon*s ofBce unaccused. Even so must their wives 

be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things* Let the 

deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling well their childreo 

and their own houses. For they who have performed the office 

of ad eacon, will procure to themseWes a good degree, and great 

boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.'* (m) 

Thus the apostles required that the 
primitive deacons of Jerusalem should be 
"men of honest report, full of the Holy- 
Ghost, and wisdom." All of them prob- 
ably, as well as Stephen and Philip, took 
a conspicuous part in the advancement of 
Christianity in that city, by the public 
advocacy of the truth • Their number we 
conceive was not necessarily restricted 

(Q fttirp^oxfpJfir* (m) 1 Tim. iii. 8. &c. The 
variations are IMacknight's. There were also female 
deacons in the primitive church. Rom. xvi. 1. ••They 
served the church in those offices which the deacons 
eould not themselves exercise, visiting those of their 
own sex when in sickness or when imprisoned for the 
faitb. They were persons of advanced age when 
chosen* and appointed to the office by imposition 
of hands."'— C A LM ST. 

F 
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to seven^ nor was designed in this respect 
as a fixed regulation for other churches, 
but would vary according to the circum- 
stances and extent of their charge. 

The second and final order of ministerial 
agents appointed by the apostles, consisted 
of the Elders, or I^resbyters. (w) This 
designation was obviously adopted from 
the Jewish polity : for it was the custom 
of Christianity to appropriate to its own 
use, existing forms when they suited its 
spirit and its essence. Now there had ex- 
isted from time immemorial in the Israel- 
itish synagogue, an order of elderly men, 
(7rp£<r|3uTfpoi, — tzekanwiy in their language,) 
who superintended its general affairs ; and 
hence it was not unnatural for the new 
testament system, developeing itself out 
of Judaism, to adopt this as well as other 
forms of appellation. The earliest ap- 
pointment of these christian presbyters 
appears to have taken place at Jerusalem, 
sometime between the years 32 and 44 ; 
since the occasion, on which they are first 
mentioned, (recorded in Acts xi. 27, 30.) 
is connected with an event which trans- 
pired about the last mentioned period, (o) 

The association of the persons, conver- 
ted by the first visit of the apostles to a 

(n) From Trpta-fivripo^ comes the Latin presbyteriys, 
tbe English, presbyter, the French, prestre, and our 
own term priest,-^ A, Clarke, on Acts xvii. 20. 
(o) The martyrdom of St. James. Acts xii. 2. 
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tlik'' place, in church fellowship, was not in 
many cases, immediately followed by the 
appointment of a stated ministry. There 
was often an interval, during which the 
recent converts were instructed by such 
of their number as were endowed for that 
purpose with supernatural gifts, — as the 
"prophets" and "teachers", — on whom 
devolved the principal care of conducting 
the ordinances of social worship, {p) 
The more stated office-bearers were ap- 
pointed afterwards, either by the apostles 
themselves, on a subsequent visit, or by 
the evangelists commissioned by them for 
such an especial purpose, {q) 

I should not detain the reader on this 
part of the subject, were it not essential 
to the argument before us, to show, that 
the permanent ministry instituted by the 
apostles was then, and still is, capable in 
faithful hands of carrying forwards in- 
to consummation those vast designs of 
mercy to the world, for which they had 
received their commission from the Re- 
deemer himself. Those designs embraced 
the security and edification of the church, 
and the conversion of the world; — and 
hence the relative and perpetual duties of 
the christian ministry. 

1 . It will be evident on the most cur- 
sory perusal of the sacred record, that one 
of the prominent functions of the presby- 

( p) Acts xiii. {q) Titus i. 2. 
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and to aof «lt and to sen. « . . B? eo to tbis pneseat hour "me ^€>lh 
banker and thirst, and are naked, and are buffetted, aud ha%e nu 
eertoin dwelling plaee ; and labour, workin|^ witti oar own 
haiidt : but being reviled, we bless, being persecuted, we suffer 
it; beini^ defamed, we iutreat; we are made as the filth (as 
pvrgations) (r) of the earth, and are the vfiteoariBg of all tluiigs 
auto tbis day ]**(</) 

Yet none of these things moved them : 
— neither counted they their LIVES dear 
unto them, so that they might finish their 
course with joy, and the ministry they had 
received of the Lord Jesus. They fought 
the good fight, they finished their course, 
they kept the faith. 

2. The second prerogative of the apws- 
tles was — to promulgate the laws, and to 
establish the peculiar discipline of the chris- 
tian church. The religion of the new 
testament, is a dispensation of practical 
holiness, as well as of mercy. Whilst men 
w^ere led, by the apostle's preaching, to 
seek and obtain the enjoyment of pardon- 
ing grace, and were turned from the power 

spectacles of the Roman ampi theatres. From a 
passage of Seaeica^s Epistles, quoted by Whitby, it 
appears that in tlie morniiig tiiose criminals to whom 
they gave a chance of escaping with their life, fought 
with the wild beasts, armed ; but in the afternoon the 
Gladiators fought naked^ and he who escaped, was^ 
only reserved for slaughter to another day. 

^) (fir Trfpixaflap^ara. The persons who were sacri- 
cd among the heathens to their godafor appeasing 
eir anger in times of calamity were called by this 
rni, which signifies a lustration or purgation. They 
3re commonly taken from the very dregs of society, 
' Ht the time of their being sacrificed, were loaded 
*urses and execrations., (d) 1 Cor. iv. 9. 
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of Satan unto God, they were associated 
by them in church communion, and pro- 
vided with a perfect directory of holy 
living. Hence in the moral part of their 
writings, constant reference is made to 
this subj ect ; and the principles of human 
duty laid down in the former dispensation, 
and amplified in the prophetical ministry 
of Christ, are drawn out by his inspired 
ministers into a full system of practical 
godliness, and brought to bear upon the 
consciences and conduct of mankind in 
every stage and gradation of society. 

Again, no society can subsist with- 
out government, discipline and form : 
and if this holds true in the present day, 
most especially did it apply to the church 
of the first ages, when Christianity had to 
unfold its effects and urge its progress 
under every unfriendly influence, and 
amidst every form of opposition. Hence 
the unsleeping exercise of discipline was 
held as of vital importance J)y the faithful 
guardians of the christian ckuse, in those 
perilous times. "Discipline" exclaims 
Cyprian, "the protector of our hope, the 
anchor of our faith, our guide in the way 
to heaven, causeth us alwa"ys to abide in 
Christ, and to live always unto God." («) 
Now, though there are many points of 

(e) De hab. VirgiQum. Sec.l. He quotes Psalm 
ii. 12., from the Ixx. '* Preserve discipline le»t the 
lord be angry and ye perish from the way of lifeP 
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and where no member of it had an apart- 
ment in his house sufficiently capacious 
for a numerous congregation ; — or where 
large assemblies would be followed by 
prejudicial consequences, the church di- 
vided itself into different sections^ and 
beld their meetings in rooms which were 
most conveniently situated. Perhaps the 
allusion in St. Paul's letters, to churches 
in the houses of particular persons,, refers 
to this circumstance. Now these multi- 
plied assemblies would require a plurality 
of elders. The state of communities too, 
which consisted of new converts habitu- 
ated in the years of their previous history 
to opinions and practices so alien to the 
"newness of life'' into which Christianity 
had introduced them, would render highly 
advantageous the increase of those whose 
business was to watch with sedulous at- 
tention for their souls : whilst, it may be 
added, — the imminent perils to which all 
who in that day professed the christian. 
name, and especially the leading men^ 
were exposed, — ^rendered such a provision 
absolutely necessary. By this arrange- 
ment, they could indulge the hope that 
whilst some might fall under the strokes 
of persecution, others of the brethren would 
be permitted to escape, and that every 
church would be thus preserved from the 
desolating removal of their spiritual guides. 
The presbyters were thus originally 



67 

co-ordinate in power, and one in name» 
The designations by which they are either 
directly or indirectly referred to in the 
epistles, such as nyov f^im rulers (a?) v^okt- 
rotfxevoiy presidents, (jf) and cwio-xow^j, bi- 
shops, show that they were invested in 
common at first with a superintendency 
over the spiritual affairs of the church. 
Towards the close, however, of the apos* 
tolic age, wh«n the permanent discipline 
of the church began to assume a regular 
and systematized form, the application of 
the title Episcopos to one among many 
presbyters as "primus inter pares" — 
marks the appointment, (and probably 
by apostolic authority,.) not of a new order y. 
but of a new ojffice — the supervision of the 
presbytery itself — the duties of which may* 
have been statedly fulfilled by one, or al- 
ternately by all the members of the body* 
Such a superintendent or episcopos it is 
conjectured was the Angel of the latter 
churches, of the first century, and who in 
himself, as^ appears from the apocalyptic 
epi&tles, represented his brethren in the 
ministry^ and the church over whom he 
had been placed. Such an office must 
have been found to be necessary from 
the very nature of things : no assembly 
of presbyters would be likely statedly 
to meet,, nor (according to Beza) could 
"be rightly constituted where there was 

(x) Heb. xiii- 17. {y} Rom. xxii. 8. 
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no »iy»u|u.ii/flr, or person to take the lead." 
That eminent advocate of presbyterian 
government expressly says, "It was es- 
sential, and has for ever existed according 
to the perpetual ordinance of God, that 
some one should take the chief active 
management in the presbytery, having 
priority of place and rank, with that pow- 
er which is given to his office by God. 

2. The other grand duty of presbyters 
was to endeavour the universal publication 
of the truth by the ordinance of preaching : 
an ordinance, the employment of which 
involves the highest duty of the ministry, 
because standing essentially connected 
in the order of God, with the salvation of 
the world. 

*^The word is nigh thee even in thy mouth and in thy heart : 
that is the word qf faith nkiek we preach : that if thou shalt 
confess with thy month the Lord Jesus^ and shalt believe in 
thine heart that Qi»d hath raised him from the dead thou shatt 
be saved, i-or with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the 
scripture saith whosoever believeth on him Srhall not be ashamed. 
For there is nu difference between the Jew and Greek : for the 
same Lord over all is rich unto alt that call upon him. For 
whosoever shall call upoit the nanie of the Lord shall be saved. 
How then shall they call on him in whom they l»ave not be- 
lieved ? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have 
not A<;arc/-*and how shall they hear without a preacher^ and 
how shall they preach except they be sent ? as it is written How 
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace 
and bring glad tidings of good things, (e) 

Now this is the great commission of the 
ministers of Christ : He, who in person 
appointed the apostles, calls and qualities 
by his spirity the ordinary and stated 

{z) Rooft. xi. 



agents who have succeeded them. At the 
close of the apostolic age, when "tongues'* 
began to cease, and "prophecy" to fail, and 
preternatural "knowledge" to vanish a- 
way,— the Son of God appeared, in the 
last visions of the new testament, holding 
in his right hand those beaming lumina- 
ries whose radience was still to. illumine 
the darkness of time; — that "the ages to 
come" may rejoice in their light, and all 
generations be blessed under their mild 
and benignant influence. 

The first presbyters or elders of the 
gospel church were all preachers. There 
were many others besides them in that 
day, as in the present, who laboured in the 
word. But though every teacher was not 
an elder, every elder was a teacher. 
Hence in addition to the designations re* 
ferred to above, which point out their 
investment with power to rule, there are 
others applied also to the whole presby- 
tery (a) which indicate the power and 
function of teaching. They were to be 
"apt to teach" — and "to hold fast the 
faithful word so as to be able by sound 
doctrine both to exhort and to convince 
the gainsay ers." 

Some authors indeed have limited the 
province of the eldership, or presbytery,, 
to the administration of church discipline ; 
whilst others have made the distinction 
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between elders who taught^ as well as 
ruledj and those who merely participated 
in the management of the church. The 
evidence however presented on this sub- 
ject in the Acts and Epistles, taken as a 
whole, will be found to demonstrate the 
union of these functions in every presbyter. 
The passage in the I Epist. to Timothy, v. 
17., which has been generally adduced to 
prove this distinction, admits of a very 
different interpretation. " Let the elders 
that rule well be counted worthy of double 
honour, especially they who labour in 
the word and doctrine." Not to dwell 
upon the generally admitted rendering of 
TfjiAfj, here translated *honour,' by "recom- 
pence, provision, stipend," (A) the pas- 
sage may be literally read, — ^the well-rul- 
ing presbyters must be held worthy of 
double honour: they most labouring 
juaAirra oi xoTrjwkTf; — in word and doctrine. 
Here, it will be perceived, are not two 
orders of elders, but two duties attaching 
to the eldership, — diligence in each of 
which, that is, ruling wellj and labouring 
much in the word, renders him who holds 
the office worthy of double honour. 

To this interpretation many presbyteri- 
ans themselves have agreed. Dr. Camp- 
bell observes that the term "especially" 
is not intended to indicate a different 
office, but to distinguish from others those 

(6) See Wesley, Macknight, A. Clarke, on the word* 
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who assiduously apply themsehes to the 
most important as well as most difficult 
part of their office, public teaching ; — ^the 
distinction intended is therefore not offi- 
cial, but personal ; it does not relate to a 
difference in the powers conferred, but 
solely to a difference in their application. 
It is not to the persons who have the 
charge, but to those who labour in it. (c) 
"And to this exposition" adds he — "as 
far the most natural, I entirely agree." 

One of the essential duties of the pres- 
bytery established by the apostles was, 
therefore, the preaching of the everlasting 
gospel : and that not merely to the church 
but to the WORLD. Moshiem considers 
the presbyters "labouring in the word," 
in the text just alledged, to mean "extend- 
ing Christianity among heathens by la- 
bouring after their conversion." (d) It may 
be gathered from the imperfect notices of 
those early times with sufficient certainty, 
that the presbytery of local churches 
commissioned some of their number to 
labour thus, not only in their more imme- 
diate heathen neighbourhood, but also in 
distant lands. 

Though the minor events of church his- 
tory in the times immediately succeeding 
the apostles, are wrapt for the most part in 
the impenetrable shadows of antiquity, 
enough has been on incidental record to 

(c) Lectures on £cc. Hist. 102. (d) De Reb. 126. 
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show that the spirit and mantle of the first 
ministers of Christianity were not imme- 
diately lost by their successors, but that 
it constituted the labour of their life, not 
only to feed the church of God, but to 
preach among the Gentiles the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. Here and 
there the mists disperse, and we discern 
the illustrious forms of those messen- 
gers of the cross moving to and fro in 
the earth, and diffiising the knowledge 
of the Saviour's name. Thus we find 
the before-mentioned Clement, the prim- 
itive bishop of Rome, "despatching 
away several persons to preach and 
propagate the christian religion in those 
countries whither the sound of the gospel 
had not yet arrived," (e) — a PANTiENUs 
urging his missionary way into India, (f) 
— an Iben£U8 and a Pothinus passing 
from the east into the transalpine parts of 
Europe, and each successively becoming 
bishop of Lyons, a fact which proves the 
success attendant on their labours, (g) — a 
Theophilus labouring on the coasts of the 
Persian gulf, (h) — a Dionysius and Sat- 
URNiNus travelling from Rome into Gaul, 
and founding christian communities in 

(e) Cave's Apostolici- 81. fol. (f) He was Re- 
gent of the catechetic school of Alexandria, and 
went into India at the request and ^rdination of 
Demetrius, bishop of the former place. Frumentius 
was afterwards despatched on the same mission by 
Athanasias. (g) Easeb. (h) Neander 1. '76. 
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seven of its towns : (t) and beside these, 
there were doubtless thousands who. count- 
ed not their labours or their lives dear to 
them, so that they might finish their course 
in testifying the gospel of the grace of 
God — thousands, whose names have never 
been graven by the pen of history — ^whose 
memory has perished upon ^rtb, but 
whose record is in heaven. 

Had the spirit of these early mission- 
aries and martyrs pervaded the church 
in succeeding generations, who shall have 
the hardihood to deny that the world had 
not for centuries ago entered on that quiet 
blessedness which can only accompany 
the universal reign of evangelical grace 
and truth ; who will deny that such was 
the design of Jehovah, imbodied in the 
Redeemer's last command ? a mandate of 
mercy to our race which must ever exist a 
monumentof the benignant purpose of God 
and of the long-lived and ruinous infide- 
lity of man ! Oh that the church, instead ^f 
plunging into the turmoil of fruitless con- 
troversy, or yearning after the abomina- 
tions of babylonish grandeur, had entered 
with all her mind and strength. ai^d life 
. into the purpose of the God of love for the 
race whom his Son had redeemed ! How 
soon would the Gentiles have come to her 
light, and kings to the brightness of her 
arising I her peace would have flowed 

(t) Gregory of Tours Hist. 
F 
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as a river, and her righteousness aboun- 
ded as the floods of the deep. 

But blessed be God ! the times in which 
we live are charactered by signs which 
betoken that among tens of thousands 
there is a returning to the life and energy 
of the christian's first love ; — signs which 
none who know what Christianity is, can 
refuse to recognize, exc^t the men who, 
judging by the savage satisfaction with 
which they pour forth their fulminations 
of blood-red yengeance against all man- 
kind but themselves, would participate in 
the mortified disappointment of a Jonah, 
on finding that the clouds which their pro- 
phetic frenzy had charged with lightning 
and wrath, were breaking in blessings 
upon a repentant world. 

We do not deny that a continuance in 
the unhallowed sleep in which Christen- 
dom has been entranced through a train 
of melancholy ages, would have incurred 
a speedy revelation of the righteous judg- 
ment of God ; — but we know it to be at 
once consistent with his word, and analo- 
gous with his past procedure, to forgive — 
not only individuals, but communities, 
upon a penitential return to himself : 
and we affirm that the revival of real re- 
ligion, in the genuine conversion of mul- 
titudes—the resurrection of an hitherto 
ensepiilchred zeal, and the awakening 
energy of the church of Christ — are the 
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au&pices of better days for man. There 
is a spring of ability in the Christianity 
of this single land, which if brought into 
full and unshackled action and energized 
by the Holy-Ghost, will evangelize the 
world. That action has already com- 
menced, and the triune Jehovah has given 
the first pledges of his promised blessing. 
Ever willing to be gracious. He is at all 
times waiting to bless, when his people are 
willing to obey. The heavens above are 
full of benedictions for an obedient church, 
and the tokens of her return to the faith- 
ful execution of her duty to a perishing 
world, are the day spring from on high, 
which through the tender mercy of our 
God hath visited us, to give light to them 
that sit in darkness, and to guide their 
feet into the way of peace, (k) 

Having thus ascertained the principal 
functions and prerogatives of the aposlleship 
let us proceed, as was designed to esti- 
mate in the second place its signs and 

CREDENTIALS. 

From the peculiarity of their office as 
eye witnesses and deponents of the resur- 
rection of Christ, there resulted the first 

(k) There are many questions regarding the gos- 
pel ministry, — its powers, responsibilities, and mode 
of perpetaation, which though deeply interesting in 
themselves as well as related to the present subject, 
the writer has abstained from touching, merely from 
a fear of enlarging the treatise to an inconvenient 
size. 
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distinguishing mark of the genuine apos- 
tles, namely, their personal knowledge of^ 
and their appointment to the apostleship 
by THE REDEEMER HIMSELF. At an early 
period of his ministry he chose from the 
body of his disciples twelve, whom he 
named apostles. His purpose in this 
selection was explained by subsequent 
Events. By their personal attendance on 
their Saviour, they obtained that absolute 
knowledge of his life, death, and resur- 
rection > by which they were morally 
qualified to become witnesses for him to 
the world; whilst St. PauU who describes 
himself as having been bom, as an apostle, 
out of due time, was nevertheless endowed 
with the same qualification to bear his 
personal testimony to the resurrection and 
messiahship of Jesus, by an extraordinary 
manifestation of his personal presence, 
and by appointment to the office by his 
own word. {I) 

** At mkl-day O King, t saw tn the way a light from heaven 
above the brightness of the sun, shining round aboat me 
and then which journied with me. And when we were all fallen 
to the earth I heard a voice speaking unto me and saying in the 
Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? It is hard 
for thee to kick against the pricks. And I said who art thou 
Ziord 1 And he said I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. But 
rise, and stand upon thy feet, for I have appeared unto thee for 
this purpose to make thee a minister and a wiinetM both of these 
things which thou hast seen, and of those things iii the which I 
will appear unto thee. Uelivedng thee from the people and 

tiM 



from the Gentiles unto whom 1 now send thee-p-(litera11y, in the 
greek record,) unto whom I NOW CONSTITUTE THK£ 
AN APOSTLE, (m) 

(/> On the case of Matthias, see Note H, 
(m) £K OMT »V« 0'« «iroQ-T«XA«^ 
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It has been a question whether the 
Saviour did really appear to Saul on this 
occasion^ or whether his own affirmations 
of the Ceict of a distinct personal vision of 
Christ exclusively refer to that which 
transpired in the apostle's ecstacy in the 
teuapie recorded in Acts xxii. 17. — and 
which was followed by the repeated com- 
mission to the apostleship of the Gentiles. 

^ When 1 was cohm again to Jenmalem, even while I prayed 
la the temple, I was in a trance-^-gr. — ^In ecstacy— 4ind / taiv 
kim^ saying unto me, make haste and get thee quickly out of 
Jerusalem ; fur they will not receive thy testimony concerning 
me. And 1 said Lord, they know that i imprisoned and beat 
in every synagogue them that believed on thee. And when th& 
blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, 1 also was standing by 
and consenting unto his death, i^nd kept the raiment of them that 
slew him. And he said unto me, depart ; for I will send thee- 
lar hence auto the Gentiles.*' 

There is every reason however to be- 
lieve that there was on the first occasioa 
a real manifestation of the Redeemer's 
form to the eye, as of his voice to the ear,, 
of the future apostle. St. Luke in his 
account of the event, (w) tells us that 
"those who were with him heard the 
voice, but saw no man ; " which is a strong, 
intimation that he saw what they did not* 
Ananias it seems was informed that there 
had been a real appearance, for in ad- 
dressing Saul, ver. 17., he says 'T;he Lord 
Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way 
as thou camest, &c." And Barnabas in- 
timates thus much when he brought hink 

(n) AcU ix. 7*<^See Clarke*. 
F3 
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before the apostles at Jerusalem, **forhe 
declared unto them how he had seen the 
Lord in the way, and that he had spoken 
unto him;" and chap. xii. 14. where the 
discourse of Ananias is given more at 
large, he says, "the God of our fathers 
hath chosen thee that thou shouldest 
know his will, and see that just one, and 
shouldest hear the voice of his mouth ; " 
so we find that hearing the voice or words 
of his mouth was not what is called the 
appearance ; for besides this there was 
an actual manifestation of the person of 
Christ. St. PaulV own testimony puts 
the subject out of all dispute. Referring 
to the universal conviction of his day, 
that no man was an apostle who had not 
thus been instituted to the office by Christ 
himself, and vindicating his own charac- 
ter from the charge of imposture in this 
respect, which some factious persons^ at 
Corinth had endeavoured to fasten upon 
him, he writes, chap. ix. I Epis., "Am I 
not an apostle, am I not freie — "possessed 
of all the rights and e^munities of the 
apostleship" — have i not seen jesus 
CHRIST OUR LORD?"^ To which may be 
added a passage already alleged, but 
which serves here to show that the apos- 
tle's vision of Christ was not phantasmal, 
but real, since he adduces it as a proof of 
the reality of his resurrection — 1 Cor. xv. 
8. he closes the enumeration of the actual 
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and eye-witnesses of the truth of that 
event, by his ot«;/i testimony — **and last of 
all he was seen of me also.'' 

Now, with these scriptural views of the 
Jirst credentials of an apostle, let us pause 
— ^to look for its likeness in kind, and in 
evidence,, in the persons already referred 
to. Let the claims of these men be de- 
cided by the bibl£ : — that presents the 
only test of truth by which a cause like 
this can be tried^ — and to the tribunal of 
the Bible^ therefore,. " to the word and to 
the testimony," we appeal. We make^ 
then,, the righteous requirement for this 
sign of their apostleship : by whose ordi- 
nation and call do they bear the name,, 
and by whose authority do they profes- 
sedly perform the functions of the apostles 
of Christ ? Have they seen Christ ; have 
they beheld his form, and gazed on his 
glory ? Can they bring forward, for the 
edification of the church,^ and the convic- 
tion of infidelity, their personal testimony 
founded upon actual vision, to his exis- 
tence, his resur'raction, his state celestial ? 
Nothing of this kind is pretended. Upon 
what then da they establish their claims, 
and demonstrate the genuineness of their 
call, so as to place themselves above the 
liability to the imputation of deliberate 
imposture on the one hand, or of abject 
self delusion on the other? To inquiries 
such as these, the advocates of this astoun* 



8a 

ding system refer to certain professed 
revelationa of the diyine laind by which 
the persons in question have beea ^^named 
to the apostlesnip/' — not by the manifes- 
ted presence of Him whose name is the 

WORD OF GOD, but by a Mr. Mrs* 

and Miss t speaking by** the 

spirit/' in the church late in communion 

with the Rev. Edward Irving, deceased. 

Take the case of a gentleman who was 

called in this manner, as an example — 

*•'' At the close of the evening meeting when preparing to go 
home as I passed Mrs. C. I took her hand to shake hands with 
her, when the power came upon her, and holding my hand, she 
addressed me before all the company, beginning by setting out 
Jesus Christ ; and proceeding as the prophet of Jesus Christ to 
declare that Jesus Had sent his angel, and touched my lips witk 
a living coal, not many days past i that the words of the Lord 
proceeded from my lips, and that 1 was a prophet, and more 
than a prophet, for I should speak with authority.** (o) 

And again — 

*' At the interval of a day or two there followed an appalling 
utterance that the Lord had set me apart fur htmself-^tbat from 
the day I was called to the spiritual ministry I must count 4& 
days — that this was now well nigh expired, that fur those 40 
days was it appointed I should be tried, that the Lord had tried 
■le and found me faithful,, and haviuK n<^v proved in me the first 
sign of an apostle patience (2 Cor. zll. 12*) he would give to 
me the fulness of them in gifts of signs and wonders and mighty 
deeds, — ^that the Lord had called me to be an apostle, and by 
the laying on of my hands and the hands of the other . apostles 
whom the Lord should call, sliould the baptism of fire be 
bestowed.** (p) 

Many of my readers may need to be 
informed that "the utterances in power" 

(o) From a ** Narative of Facts characterizing the 
supernatural manifestations in niemhers in Mr. 
Irving's Congregation and other individuals in 
England and Scotland, an 1 formerly in the writer 
himself/' By Robt. Baxter^ London^ 1833. {p) Ibid. 
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referred- to above, are regarded by the 
parties in question as the earnest of a full 
restoration of the extraordinary gifts of 
.the Holy-Ghost, According to an ac- 
count of the origin of this **work," given 
l>y the late Mr. Irving himself, {q) it ap- 
pears that this power of preternatural 
utterance was first given in January, 1830^ 
to a young woman who is described as of 
a delicate and consumptive habit of body, 
and a highly excitable temperament, who 
some months before had been led through 
the instrumentality of the Rev. Mr. Seott^ 
at that time assistant to Mr. Irving, to be- 
lieve that spiritual gifts ought still to be 
exercised in the church, and that we are 
not only at liberty to pray for them, but 
bound to do so, and had accordingly made 
them the objects of her earnest and con- 
tinual prayer, and who had some time 
previously adopted Mr, Irving^s senti- 
ments on the human nature of Christ, 
which the whole christian church besides 
has pronounced awfully erroneous.(r) The 
supposed gift a few months afterwards 
was bestowed on certain members of a 
family called M' Donald, of Port Glas- 
gow, and in a short time was transferred 
to Mr. Irving's church in London, many 

(q) In Frazer*9 Magazine for Jan., Mm'cE, and 
April, 1832. (r) The *'gift*' seemg to hare an es- 
pecial connection with this doctrine, as the former 
has generally followed the preaching of the latter. 
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members of which, according to his own 
statement, had been led to expect it by 
his preaching. 

The individuals who thus professed to 
have received the gift of speaking in an 
unknown tongue, very shortly announced 
also the reception of that of "prophecy ;" 
— "uttering tneir warnings under the con- 
straining influence of a supernatural pow- 
er, partly in what they called tongue, and 
partly in English." Now it was in modes 
like these that our Newman Street apos- 
tles received their commission as the 
Vice-Regents of the son of god — ^the 
revived successors of the sacred twelve ! 

The reader need not be reminded of 
the dissimilarity between the modes of 
their vocation, and that of the apostles 
of Christ ; — a circumstance in itself fatal 
to the assumptions of the modern claim- 
ants. Upon this however we have not 
timfe; at present to dwell : — it is of greater 
importance to examine, briefly but faith- 
fully, the nature of the call by which it is 
averred these individuals have received 
the apostolical dignity, and, to ascertain 
for this purpose the real character of *'the 
utterances" which have been the acknow- 
ledged media of such a call. Are those 
utterances the mere effect of extreme 
physical excitement? — or the awful de- 
lusions of the infernal Spirit mimicing the 
gifts of inspiration ? or finally, the genu- 
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ine oracles of God, the Holy-Ghost? 

Now we affirm that the more attentively, 
and prayerfully too, the character of tne 
said utterances is examined, the more con- 
vincing and painful becomes the evidence 
of their utter incongruousness with the re- 
corded word of God — and therefore, unless 
the frightful concession be made that Je- 
hovah can deny himself, the third form 
of enquiry above must receive a negative : 
— They are NOT the oracles of the Holy- 
Ghost. To which of the preceding ques- 
tions the affirmative must be given, it is 
not material to our present purpose to 
decide. 

But with the mass of evidence which 
has providentially been laid before the 
world, (5) it becomes glaringly obvious 
that the Irvingite "utterances," both in 
character and matter, are unscriptvraly and 
therefore ungodly. That evidence gcyes 
to prove — First, that the alleged gift of 
prophetic utterance is unscriptural in the 
manner of its exercise, and secondly 
that the matter of those utterances has 
been in many instances, palpably vntrve. 
They cannot therefore be the manifesta- 

(s) In the publications of Messrs Baxter and 
Pilkington, the Rev. Messrs M'Neile, Goode, and 
others. 

N.B. The extracts from these works were not 
given in the original discourse from the pulpit, but 
are employed here as confirmatory of the doctrines 
exhibited in the exposition. 
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tions of the ever blessed Spirit of God. 
First, the alleged gift in the manner' of 
lis exercise^ is wiscriptural^ that is, con- 
trary to the divine wiU as revealed in the 
holy scriptures. Take the following facts 

in proof. 

1. The speakers have been principally 
'Wamen^ and those women have spoken as 
the prophets of the Lord, in the church. 
The confirmation of this may be. seen not 
only in the publications already referred 
to, but in tne periodical publications of 
the days when the public attention was 
;/fr^t drawn to the subject by its novelty, (f) 
Indeed so far from denying this circum- 
rstance (the ministry of women in the 
church) the advocates of the system ar- 
gued at that time — that " Jehovah had 
: seen meet to institute a new ordinance 
in favour of the female sex in particular ; 
even the ordinance of new tongues, in 
order that women may be rescued from 
the cruel tyranny of man" ! &c. This 
however is nothing to the present ar- 
gument—the incongruousness of the prac- 
tice with holy scripture will be evident 
from 1 Cor. xiv. 29.-35., and 1 Tim. ii. 
11., 12. The only passage which appears 
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to contradict or qualify these prohibi-* 
tions is 1 Cor. xi. 5. But not to press 
upon the undeniable fact that it cannot 
be proved that the apostle by "the church" 
speaks of public assemblies, — the mere 
perusal of the passages will suffice to show- 
that whilst in tne latter he affirms that for 
a woman to speak in the church ^*uncov- 
ei^d^^ is in itself unseemly, in the two 
former too, he apostolicajly forbids the 
practice of women speaking in the church 
as public teachers, at all .. 

• ^^TVie professed ^'manifestations of the 
Spirt f in these persons are utterly Unlike' 
the prophetic agency of fhe Hdly- Ghost 
as described in the scripture^. 
' The evid^hti^ of scripture goes tb prove' 
that thoiiglf the genuilie prophets spoke 
at titnes'wi<!h some degree of bodily agt^' 
tation,' arfd used,* of course, appropriate 
gesticutatibns in the delivery of their sol- 
emn warning^, yet their agitatioji was of 
a very different character from the un- 
sightly contortions of the modern prophets 
or prophetesses. Take tlie following pain- , 
fill testimony as descriptive of the latter; 

'* I soon percf ived that ^F gifted sister was about to 

spealc by ine violent agitation or working of her whole framed! 
of «hi«h k is difficult to giv<^ « written de8€rl)vtion Without «f)- 
l>earrag to ridicule the parties, .which is very far from being nyt 

iutention, .however as 1 write for the information of tlie, 

christian reader, I will explain that her wjmle frame w^s in vio-v 
lent agitation, but principally the body, from th^ tiips' to the 
shoulders, which worked with a lateral met{on,thecheiiilvefffeA^ 
and swelled, the bead was Qccasioni(lly raised from the tigbtt 
hand, which was placed under the forehead, whilst the left buod^ 

H 
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jnd arm seemed to prrM ami nib the stomach. She was but a 
few seconds in thisi slate, when the body stayed, the neck be- 
came stiff, the head erect, the hinds fell on the .Up, the voath 
assumed a circular form, the lips projected, and the **tongae** 
and EugUsh camefrom her in au awful tone. Onrinir the «tter« 
anca I obsenred a irioleiA exertiou of the muscles at the baek of 
thejawbone^ &c. (a) 

Well may eyeii the most strenuous ad- 
vociates of this anomalous system be con- 
strained to confess that ''unbecoming 
contortions of .the frame are suspicious 
at least." (x) 

1 2-) The prophets described in the old 
and new testaments did not speak . by 
resistless constraint "as the mere passive 
organs of the Holy Spirit's utterance ;" 
but ^s.free and accountable agents. Abun- 
dant proof will be found by the attentive 
collation of thefollowing,scriptui;es: Num. 
xxii. 35., Jer. i. 7, 8., Ee^lf;. ii,. 6 — 8., 
!Cfzek. iii. j;^, 18., xxxiii. 7rri9*;„ Jonah i. 
1—3.,. iy, 2., Jonah iii. Ih-4., hCpr. xiv. 
29, 30, 32., Isaiah vi. 9; ' Acts x..9— 16., 
Acts xi. 1 — 10,, ver; 4., He^,ji.,10. (y) 

But what is the f^t with regard to the 

(u) The unknown tongne8»&c!, by Geo. iPilking- 
ton. London, 18dl. (ar) General delusions afcbris- 
tians, &c. Note by the editor^ 284. Note I. (y) 
These scriptures are comroeoHed upon with great 
fbrce in reference to this sub^t by the Rev. W. 
G.oode>in his recent work called " Modern claims to 
the posfi^Mion^f the extraordinary gifts of the. Spi- 
rit stated and examined/' The prophets, says 
Chrysostbm '*had it in their own power either to speak 
or not to speak* for they were not impelled by force, 
but were honoured with power. Chrysost. on 1 Cor. 
l)om. 29. 
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modern professors of prophecy? The 
•very reverse. They themselves have afr 
firmed that **the workings of the Spirit on 
them are by constraint on their bodily 
faculties," and that **the Lord speaks 
through them as d man speaks through a 
trumpet or other passive instrument. 

**Their whole deportmemt, says a writer in the Morning Watch 
(«) gives an impression not to be conveyed in words, ttiat tli«ir 
organs are made use of t>y stiperiatural powt^r.— I'tiey declare 
that their origans of speech are made use of hy the Spirii ol God, 
mndthat tiiey tiHer that which i« gives to them, and not4he ex- 
presiioDs of their own conceptions, or their own intention.** 

So Mr. Baxter, in the relation of bis 
own experience whilst under the power « 

^ I WBS consciods of a constrained utterance not my own. (a) 
By a. constraint I cannot describe I was made to speali. (5) I 
was as the passive instrument of the power which used me. (c) 

Other testimonies could be adduced, 
but these suffice. Let the inference be 
remembered, which the attentive reader 
cannot fail to draw from this fact : viz,— 
that the power which constrains the utter- 
ance, is responsible for the truth or false* 
hood uttered, and responsible too, for 
every word. '^' 

(3.) The prophdif of scripture dieiivered 
the oracles comopnicated to them with a 
full consciousneii^ in the exercise of their 
mental fatuities, of the literal import of 
their message. We do not mean to affirm 
that they were at all times, perhaps 

(z) The late official organ of the party, see -No. 
8. p. 869: (a) p. 148. (6) p. 8. (c) p. 14. 
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scarcely ever, capable of judging of the 
prophetic meaniog of the oracles commit- 
ted to them, ^/la^ being determinable only 
by the event. But thev appeac to have 
been ever fully ?^ware of the general wg- 
aification of the. truth committed to them, 
and of the fitness, and propriety of the 
language employed by them to embody 
that truth, (rf) ^ ' 

Iti other words, the holy prophets never 
during both the reception and the delivery 
of these messages, had their reasoning fac- 
ulties placed in abeyance. This however 
upon their own confession has frequently 
been the case with the modern pretenders, 
and is ever so, when, to use their own sin- 
gular expressioa, they "speak in tongue .•" 
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I f<»un(] on a sadden (says Mr. Baxter,) in the midst of my 
tccustomed coarse a power comiiii^ itfioiime which was alto* 
gether Dew-— and unnaturaU and in many cases a most appalling 
utterance given nie — matters noticed by me in this power of 
which I had never thought, and many of which / did not tris^ 

dtrtUind until long after tkeif were utteredJ** ^Again— > 

** The power came greatly on me and [ spoke two words in an 
uolcftow.n Vague, the meaning of which was not given me, 
d'c * "^ 

Nay, this system not only places the 
sdeatal powers of the prophets themselves 

(d) Whether the revelation juts giveii by ward or 
by o^oN (though often' witho9R.the .intervention of 
the bodily senses, as in sleep^ tranqe, or ecstacy,) 
the mind of the prophet always retained and exer- 
cised its powers. See instances of the 'finit in Jer. 
i( 4-^8.^ Jer. xxx. 1, 2.» and Ixxrvi. 2, 4., Ezek. iii. 
10, 11. ; and of the second m Isa. vi., Ezek. xxxvii. 
1 — 12.; compared .with xliii. 3, 7*« and xlvii. 6, 7.» 
Zee. iv. .4, 5, 12, i3>, Acts x. 17.^ and xxii/l7., 



*^m abqyanfie/' hjat requires a similar 
prostration on ajbaegation (xf* intellect in 
the receivers of their oracles. . 

*^^fo\r I am assured ^says Mr. B.) both from the remembnitice 
of niy pvfn utteranc«}s iu- pvwer aod from XUoae of others, at 
ijpeir.as froiri the fatter correspondence with the gifted persons, 
thiiC the Spirit maiiifeited in nb all, hss alvay-s gtriveii to put 
asidetlie iinders^nding, and bring its.foUower^ into an abso- 
lute submission to the utterances.** 

C40 Moreover tbe language, employed, by 
tbue prophets i|i^pii"ed by the Holy- Ghost ^ 
as the vehicle of the truths they were to 
coxnmunic^e, was ever a language with 
wJUich they were acquainted, either by the 
natural or usual means of acquirement, 
or by supernatural and celestial donation. 
\Vith respect to the , Hebrew prophets of 
the old testament, this stat^paent is unques- 
tioiiable,^- and that the yxwererai Languages, 
(irpproperly rendered "tongues") spokeh 
by the apostles and prophets of the prim- 
itive new testament church were "real 
languages of this worlds" and understood 
by the speakers, will be the conviction ot 
every mind on an uffpt'ejudiced inquiry: 
with the recoUectie^n of facts such as th© 
foliowirig: 1.. That the ter^u "unknowri'.i 
or any equivalent for it in connexion with 
"tongue" or "laagxiage," is. not in . the 

with many otbers. I would refer for an extended 
examination on this point to. Goode^ pag^ 74 — 103*' 
It should also be remembered that in some cases^ 
there was an internuncio between God and the pro- 
phet. An angel som^etimes conveyed the messagjft 
to the prophetr and the prophet to the churclu 
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Greek text of the new testament ; nor 
d^es it thus occur in any part of scrip- 
ture. It appears to have been used by 
our translators as implying a language 
unknown to some of the hearers. 2. That 
the Pentecostal and each succeeding lin- 
gual endowment was not with one but 
many languages, ycnn yXt^nrtrm — divers kinds 
of languages. 1 Cor. xii. 10, 28. 3. That 
they were the vernacular languages of the 
earth. Thus it was in the day of pen- 
tecost, when the assembled strangers at 
Jerusalem were amazed because that 
every man heard the Christians speak in 
his own language. Aqts ii. And so it was 
too, in the church of Corinth, this is evi- 
dent from the proper import of the 14th 
chapter of the first Epistle. Take the 
renaering and illustrations of the learned 
and honest Macknight : 

** For now, brethren if I could come to you speaking (the 
dictates of inspiration) in foreign ianguaues. what good shall I 
do yau, onless I BhalLspeek to yoa intelligibly, either by the 
revelation (peculiar loan afiostlej or by (the word of) know- 
ledi?e, or by prophecy, or by doctrine? lo like manner, things 
without liftt ftif ing sound, whether pip& or harp. Dotess they 
giye a difference to the notes, (both in tone an.d ia time) how 
shatl it be known what is piped or harped? (Snch unmeiining 
soundaare aifit image of voiole^igfhle language Imth in their 
nature and in their effect.) And therefore if the trumpet, in- 
stead of sounding those notes whose aieaning is understood by 
the soldiers shall give an unknown sound, who will prepare 
himself for battle ? So shall ye (when ye speak by inspiration 
in your public assemblies) unless with thf tongue ye utter in- 
telligible speeeh, how shall it be known whnt is spoken? There- 
lore (how very important the things ye may speak may be,) 
ye will be speaking into the air (like madnieiu) TH£K£ AKB 
NO DOUBT AS MANY KINDS OP LANGUAGBS USED 
IN THE WORLD AS YE SPEAK, and none of them is 
without signification (to those who are acquainted with them.) 



'Keverthelem if I do not know tHeneiuitng of the Ungutge (that 
is uttered) I shall be to the person who speaketh a foreigner 
(who has 110 knowledge of what he speaks) mnd he who speak- 
eth shall be a fon«gu«r to me 1 (t) 

£ut though not at times understood 
Ijy the hearers^ these languages were al- 
wstys understood by the persons who spoke 
them. St. Paul observes, "He that speak^ 
eth in a foreign language, speaketh not 
\into men, but unto God, for no man un* 

derslandeth him but he that prophesi- 

eth, speaketh unto men to edification.'* I 
Cor. xiv. 2, 3. "Hence a man is edified 
only by .that which he understands." 
Again, "I wish indeed that ye all spake 
in foreign languages ; but rather that ye 
prophesied ; for greater is he who pro- 
pbesieth, than he who speaketh in for- 
eign languages, unless some one in-^ 
terpret, that the church may receive 
edification.'' Here he states that the 
church could not be edified^ unless it ie/i- 
derstood what was spoken. So also, in 
verses », 16, 17., all of which go to cor- 
roborate the doctrine that "a man is not 
edified.by what he hearjs, except he xm- 
derstands it." / Put in yej:. 4. tne apostle 
says, "He that speakeih in a tongue e4i-: 
fieth himself^' — therefore he must have un- 
derstood himself. Besides, h^ who spoke 
in a language spoke to himself (ver. 28.) 
and taught himself, (ver. 19.) But how 
was this possible if he could not under- 
stand his own words ? 

(e) 1 Cor. xiv. 6— 111 



Attempts^ have been often made to 
parry the force of thea^ conclusions, by 
objections drawn frota several verses of 
the same chapter^ Thus, from Ter^ 5, 13, 
27, and 28., it has been objeeted, that the 
persqns speaking pould > not have under- 
stood the language spoken, since they 
Were incapable of interpreting it. That 
incapacity however was in consequence 
only of an apostolic prohibition, as will 
be seen by an attentive perusal of the 
YeFses; The translation and notes of the 
learned expositor befoFe cited, are ad- 
mirable. 

/Ver. IS. V For which cause (the edifica- 
tion; of the chuTch) let him i who prayeth 
in a foreign language pray so as some one 
may interpret.-' — - 

*^ That the ftpbsflkj meaiitiby ordering: theiBSpired person to 
pray in siuch a inaonvr as that aliother iiii|ht ifiterpretliis prayer 
Was this.: He who prayfd in an unknown language, was to do it 
hys two. ur Ihrecj sentences &t a time, and in order — see Ver» 97— > 
and the ii^terpreter was to interpret what. he said jis h« went 
ahing'/ But if there was no inlerpretei* at hand', he was to be 
trieutt ttv^n though he hifnselC eocild h^Te! inter |>reti!d what he 
Rpolce, because, to edify the. church in that luanuer was a ridi- 
eulous Vanity #" 

Ver. 27, 28, "And if any (6rfe Hp^ak in 
a foreign language, let it ne by two,, or at 
mdstby-threii sentences, arid ^ep^r^tely, 
and let one Interptiet. ; But if ther^'be no 
ihtiei^i*eter,let him b(^ silent in th6 thut'ch : 
yet let bim speak to himsell>nd it6 Odd/' 

' ** Although the tnspir<*d perst^n had beea enabled to interpret 
the /prfign languagein which h^ rev elatioa wasgiTen to him, 
he was here forbidden to do it^C/J Because to nave: delivered 

(f) Admitting the hideons sounds which the pre- 
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the reT<;latit>n fir9l in the foreign language, and then in a knowp 
tongue, would liave been an ostentation ofinspiration .of which 
the ohureh eouldaot judge ; noCfo m<*ntion that it would have 
wasted much time to no purpose. Whereas when t)ne spake 
in a foreign langunge, and another interpreted what he spake, 
the church w«9 edUfeiU not oii|> hy^he things 8i»wken4hns made 
known to them ; but also by having an undoubted proof of the 
fiiSii^i'rWtioQ of the person who spoke given th^m in thelnspired 
inter^etalioii of what he. s|«oke.. . (ji} 

Lastly, the same assuthption has been 
founded oh the language df the 14th 
verse, "If I prayan^ a ton^6, tny spirii 
prayeth, but my understanding is'unfruit- 
fiil, Vov? (jt.o\i axccpTTo^ lO'Ti. Here however vouf 
translated understanding, may be taken 
either to signify the mental faculty so de- 
signated ;— or, the signification, meanings 
or tdbid (A) of the oracle itself. In the 
formei^ acceptation the Terse merely af- 
firm^j'^th^t utterances in languages mirac- 
wZoii^/j^ cbriferred; CotiKi not be regarded 
as thq/i*t^//d^ result of the speaker's own 
intellect— ^xny understatiding axapTrof fern 
is ufiprodu(^tivei- Whilst in the latter ac- 
ceptation, which in my humble opinion is 
the most in keieping with the context, it 
affirms that wh^t was spoken in an un- 
known tongue and uninterpreted, would 
be incapable of ministering to the edifi- 

teiider$ with us to believe to be 'Ube toDgae of 
angels," to be a language — how flagrantly has tbe 
apostolic prohibition been trampled upon. . Aa in- 
spiration can- never deny itself, the question lies 
between the reality of their inspiration and thai of 

St. Paul, (g) Macknight in loc. (A) i^ouc is thus 

used. 1 Cor. ii. 16. 
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cation of the hearers, or in other words 
would be "unfruitful." — ^This was the 
sense in which the passage was anciently 
understood. "When the words of a pray- 
er," says Basil, "are unknown to those 
present, the ufiderstanding of the jperson 
praying 1$ unfruitful^ ctxxpvor firn^ evour 
Tou Trpovtv^fOfAtMy — no One being benefit- 
ted : but when those present understand 
the prayer so that it has power to b^fiefit 
the nearers, th^ the person who prays 
has fruit in the improvement of those 
who profit by it." (i) 

I cannot conclude this topic without call- 
ing the reader's attention to the solemn and 
deliberate opinion of that eminent servant 
of God, the late Jlev. Ilichard Watson, 

"With respect, (says he,) to the preten- 
ded gift of tongues, one csuipot but speak 
with shame and sorrow, that a delusion 
so monstrous should evior hayfe been yield- 
ed to, and that so clumsy a device of 
Satan should ever have entrapped men, 
probably sincere, but under the dpminion 
of their own imagination. For look at the 
primitive gift. It. was a tongue, which 
people of some language could under- 
stand : not the jargon now pretended. 
It was for use, iri publishing the gospel 
in foreign lands; cniefly a sign to them 
that believed not, and not to them that 

(t) Basil, Regul Brevior. ap.Goode who how- 
ever takes a somewhat different view of the 14th verse. 
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belieyed, TberefoM thc^ people who at 
praseot pretended to haya a language, 
have it Bot fopr use where all believe. 

When used in any of the churches, law- 
fully used, it was because those churches 
were chiefly in the Greek, Roman, and 
Asiatic cities^ where people of many lan- 
guages \inited together; and there was 
the gift of interpretation, that all might be 
edified. But, in the present case, all 
know English^ and need no otber lan- 
guage in order to their instruction in. 
divine things. 

When those who had this gift used it 
without necessity, or without interpreta- 
ticHi, tbe apostle, condemns them ; and 
sets as light by it, that, though he sppke 
with tcrngues mdrie than, ail, yet he used 
them not in the church. 

I may remark that there . is not tbe 
shadow of eyidence. that, what is now pre- 
tended is a gift It is no language that 
the^ people utter, but a poor and pitiful, 
delusion, which brings religion into ridi- 
cule and contempt." (ifc) 

2. In estimating their character, we 
shall be led to a similar conclusion, by 
taking also into the account, that the subject 
matter of these professedly divine commu- 
nications—whether given as interpreta- 
tions of the tongue, or uttered in Englisli, 
has been proved in numerous instances to be 

{k) Works, vol. 4.. p. 391 
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grosislu and totally WNTRXTE. Here 

let it be r^m^mbered; that upon their own 
showing, (/) the Spirit,- by whose inspira- 
tion they have been* •*made to speak/' is 
responsible for each word of the utterance, 
and that no possibility is left for mistakes 
either substantial or verbal^ from the in- 
fimity of the *nilimpet" or ^^Tessel/' Now 
it is our painfuldutytd select from a variety 
of evidence, certain lifiqtiiestionable fects 
which demonstrate thla^ th<^ utterances 
cannot have p^ceedi^d * from ^ the Spirit 
of truth'' 

These facts are of ^ fourfold description : 
they refer to the justification of heresy, — 
to deceitful misrepresentation of the word 
of God, — ^to faljse and calumnious state- 
ments respecting individuals,'^af^ t« pre- 
dictions which time* and ^vente •: have 
proved to be glaringly' untrue, 
" 1. Theseutteraneeshd^te justified heresy. 
'^The voice" hadgivfen its sokmn confir- 
mation to doctriii^s' which are regarded 
by the whole christian th'urch, except the 
votaries of the tongtie, with just indigna- 
tion and abhorrence. I refer to the re- 
volting doctrine of the depravity of our 

(/) "The gifted persoiw" informed Mf. IrYing, 
'Hhat the power.which colnpelled iXiem to speak acted 
on i\\e end of their tongues. — l*ilking.ton. •*! was 
conscious of a constrained utterance not my own." 
. . . • Every word that 1 uttered was as it were wrong 
from me .... By a constraint I cannot describe 1 was 
made to «peaA." — Baxter. 
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most holy Redeemer's human nature, prior 
to his resurrection, and to the dogmas 
which have been either deduced from it, or 
invented to support it, — such as redemp- 
tion by incarnation, or by tlie victoiy of 
Christ's will over sin, and the denial of 
the substitution of Jesus for the sinner, 
as a vicarious sacrifice. But take the 
principle itself in the language of its great 
modern defender : 

'* All this effect of uniting Jew and OentUe unto God and 
onto one another, which is ascribed to Christ*s body, to the 
sacrifice of his body without spot upon the cross, is derived 
from this very truth,— <Aat he took sii^fulfieth^ or fallen human 
nature, and upheld it holy against the devil, the world, and tha 
flesh, and the influence of all these upon the mind. 
K If then Christ was made under the law, he must have beea 
made by his human nature, liable to, yea and inclined to aU 
€hote things which the law interdicted. 

Manhood after the fall, broke out into sins of every name an<l 
aggravation, corrupt to the Tery hearths core, and from the cen- 
tre of its inmost will sending out streams as black as hell. This 
is the human nature which every man is clothed upon withal, 
which the Son qf Man was clothed upon withal^ bristling thick 
and strong with sin like the hairs upon tlie porcupine.*^ (m) 

Now this doctrine, we say, has been 
CONFIRMED by the same authority as that 
which gives the pretenders to the apostle- 
ship their vocation to that dignity. Thus, 
when Mr. Baxter, under strong convic- 
tions that Mr. Irving had published a 
grievous error in these sentiments, wrote 
to him, to that effect, — the latter, on re- 
ceiving Mr. B-'s letter laid it at once be- 
fore Miss E. C. and Mrs. C, two reputed 

(m) Irving's '^Orthodox and catholic doctrine of 
our Lord's human nature.'' passim. See Note A. 

1 
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prophetesses, who for the last two years, 
we are told, '' had been as the mouth of 
the LfOrd to him." — and as the result of 
this consultation, Mr. B. was told, — ^that 

The Spirit came upon Miss B. C, and after speaking in a 
▼ery grieTed tone and spirit in a tongue, she was made to de« 

eiare that Mr. B, had been snared by departing from the 

word and the testimony— —and that Mr. Irving had maiotaioed 
ike truths 

Mrs. C. was also made to speak in a toni^ue, declaring that 
Mr. B. had stumbled greatly ; and was snared in making a dis- 
tinction between Clirist*s holiness, and that of his church. 
Then followed a third utterance through Miss £. C, declaring 
that Satan sought to overthrow Mr. Irving^s confidence in the 
truth, but that I was called upon to maintain it now more firmly 
than ever, (n) 

2* By these utterances, the word of 
God has been deceitfully misrepresented. 
Take the following instance : 

** The same gentleman (a '* gifted brother**} afterwards read 
the first chapter of the first Epistle of St. Peter, in a sort of un- 
natural recitative, which, as 1 was informed, was reading in 
the SpiriL That is, as they define it, it was not he who 
read, but the Holy-Ghost in him, merely using the voice and 
lips of the man, as an organ of utterance unto men. On this 
supposition, the reading might have been expected to be perfect 
indeed. My ear was struck by deviations from our author- 
ised version. I had a Greek Testament in my hand, and 
perceived at a p^lance that the deviations were palpably incor- 
rect. One of them was the omission of an important word, to 
the utter marring qf <Ae sentetufe. That Mr. Taplin ahoald 
make a mistake in his reading, might be very natural ; but that 
the Holy Spirit speaking by the physical organs of Mr. Taplin 
should misrepresent the Holy Scriptures, was more thani ooald 
receive. I can truly say, that my predominent feeling on the 
occasion alluded to, was astonishment at the possibility of men 
of mind and education, or even of common sense, being for a 
moment deluded by such paltry and profane absurdities. Be- 
fore I left the house, I plainly declared my judgment in the 
matter to Mr. Irving. H is reply was strange, and highly cha- 
racteristic of the system.'^ (o) 

(ft) See Baxter's Narrative. (o) Letters to a 
friend, &c., by the R«v. Hugh M'Mbilb, M.A., 
Rcetor of Albiiry. page 112. 



3. By these utterances, ^a'sfi ««rf cal- 
umnious statements have been put forih 
respecting individupls, and communities; 

"T have carefully observed, (an}! the Rer. Hii([h M'!tclle.) 
■whet hoi tieeii gainjcn. 1 hiive been I h row n intu dose r^nuct 
wilh some of the leaders in thia gffiiir. I have been aediilonsty 
pressed lu Join II, by balh male and female inlreatipa^ and by 
the awful inltttigence, oracularly re|>e*led, that God himielf 
hai) declared 1 voold do lo. (o) — Mr. Drummond, who as you 
know, is one of ihe Uadlug |in>lorl of the new tecl, in hig kind 
anxiety lu convince me of the truth of what he felt Mmself to be 
■o valuable, wrole me word that one of the Lord's velMli, in 
iris house, had plainly testified concerning me that 1 was resist- 
ing the conviclinns uf niy own conscience inopfioiiingthe work, 
as he expressed it, for that I knew In my heart the work was of 
God. Now it it Iin|iuS9iblB for the sincerity of oonylcllon in 
any man, upon any point, to be stronger and more satilfactory 
than mine whs, and is ; that the itplril, or the man, or Ihe wo- 
man, who made this assertion concerning me, tuid what i* 
not (rue. When I gave this reply, I was accused of fal«ehood, 
and the utterance of the voice respectiiis my dishonesty of mind, 
has been rei>eatedly and confidently lelerred to since." (ji) 

The inspired parties themselves, have 
repeatedly spoken evil, and that by "in- 
spiration," one of another : 

d In the midst of the cniigreifatioi 



tongaes ahd in l^nglUh, spoken eiil of Mr. Irving ; and Miss 
K. C„ had since in utterance declared he spoke it of IJalan. " (q) 
"I understand the gifted persons at Glasgow spoke against 
me wliilsl I was speaking in power in London ; and they are 
now speaking against Mr. Iriiiig. At CambridgB too I under- 
stand Is one who dpems himself called to be an apostle, and to 

have arrived at perfection Healsois denounced by Hiss 

£. C, and himself holds Mr. Irving and the gifted in London 
lo be deceived, (r) 

Cmnmunities as well as individuals have 
also been calumniated. — I do not now re- 
fer to the unmeasured vituperation with 

(o) Ibid, p. 100. Cp) tbid, p. 118. (g) Baxter, 
(r) Ibid. 137. This "only true chorch" is very far 
it appears from being "at unity with itself," 
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which the worshippers of the "power" 
assail the character of other churches, or 
the various philan1j)top|^ie societies of our 
land, but to the oitter, and I may add, 
(in the literal import of the epithet,) the 
diabolical^ — i. e., false accusing, impeach- 
ments which *'the power" itself has pro- 
mulged concerning them. 

"Conceniing theBibte ^eiety, a distinct burden of prophecy 
was given ;— that it was a ciirse going through the land, quench- 
ing the Spirit of God by the letter of the word of God." (•) 
....Concerning the Trinitarian Bible Society, a similar pro- 
phecy was given, ^^tliat it compassed sea and land to make one 
proselyte, and made him two-fotd more a child of hell than 
before." Page 3** 

4. These utterances have announced 
predictions whieh time antd events have 
thorougMy, falsified. Among many it will 
be sufficient to specify the following : — 
As, that forty days from the time of his 
being called to "the spiritual ministry," 
the Lord would give Mr. Baxter th^e foil 
signs of an apostle, and that by the laying 
on of his hands and the hands of the other 
apostles, the baptism of fire should be be- 
stowed. This prediction was accompanied 
by the same fearful oath as that given on 
the declaration of his call to the ministry : 

"-By wyself ha^ve I sworuy saith the 
LORDy hy myself have I sworn — JEfy 
^y^^lf have Is warns that I will not fail 
you. I will never leave you nor forsake 
you.'' 

(s^ Baxter^ p. 33. 
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On the fortieth day Mr. Baxter wad 
with the church in ^London expecting the 
Ailfilment of this solemn promiee. The 
day however passed over, without any 
manifestation of the power which had 
been foretold. 

A subsequent prophecy appointed ano- 
ther time and place for Mr. B/s reception 

(^ those gifts The interval was filled 

np with powerful and frequent utterances 
respecting *Hhe constitution of the spirit* 
ual church, and its progress through the 
earth, to make ready a people - prepared 
for the Lord." "The day named arri- 
ved, and in the evening an utterance from 
the power, **kneel down^ and receive the 
baptism hy fire*'' We knelt down, lifting 
up prayer to God continually. Nothing 
however ensued. Nor was this in conse- 
quence of defective faith or perseverance. 
''Agaih and again we knelt, and again and 
again we prayed, but still no fulfilments 
Surprising as it may seem, my faith was 
not shaken, but day by day for a long 
time, we continued in prayer and suppli- 
cation, continually expectmg the baptism* 
.... For six weeks I contintied unshakeil 
to seek after it, but found it not. (t) 

Again ; it having been revealed that 
the time of the woman's fleeing into the 
wilderness was now begun, with the days 
of the two witnesses : it was foretold that 

(I) Baxter's narrative. 
18 
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at the end of three years and a half—Jram 
the beginning of the prophecy of the wit" 
nesseSf viz: Jan. 14., 1832, Satan should 
take to himself the sovereignty, and stand 
forth in all hideous power, in the person 
of one man to receive the worship of all 
theearth . The person who should be so en- 
ergized of Satan, wasafter wards declared to 
be the young Napoleon, who has now for a 
long time been in his tomb. It was predict- 
ed, that during the three years and a half, 
the gifts of the Spirit, and the baptism of 
fire, would be dispensed upon the office 
bearers of the church ; — the ministers of 
the Lord would be borne about from place 
to place by the Spirit, as Philip was ; — 
"bodily changes would be wrought by the 
baptism, and as the consequence of such 
changes the marriage state would no lon- 
ger be blest with increase, and husbands 
and wives, sons and daughters, would 
thenceforth be called to the ministry, and 
devote themselves to the office of warning 
the world ; — Mr. Baxter should be carried 
to foreign lands after passing through a 
few parts of this land, and should only 
return at the end of three and half years 
to join his family previous to the taking 
away of the saints ; — and at the termina- 
tion of that period, the Lord's elect having 
been gathered from the four winds, — the 
ehurch of Christ would be caught up to 
meet the Lord in the air and evermore be 
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with the Lord, and the earth be delivered 
oyer to judgment, without a preacher and 
without an utterance." 

The three years and a half terminated 
last July. Those who believed these pro* 
phesies, continued their expectations till 
the following month, but with no better 
success I 

It must be remarked on the subjects of 
this prediction, that it was declared, was 
believed, and was waited for, — not through 
Mr. Baxter's utterance, but through the ut- 
terances of every one who spoke, both in ex- 
position and prophecy, and not only whilst 
that gentleman continued with the sect, but 
long after he had left them it was declared 
to be the truth. It was not expected at 
the commencement of the term of the three 
and half years only, but was repeated 
more or less through the whole course 
of the term, and at the close of the term 
which took place in July last, the whole 
of the sect were summoned to await the 
tremendous fulfilment. No fulfilment 
however, as is well known, took place. 

We could proceed to crowd these pages 
with a vast variety of similar prophesies 
uttered by "the voice," and which events 
have proved to be equally false — as, that 
the ten tribes would be restored under the 
leadership of an American Indian chief 
who was then in London ; — that the Re- 
form Bill would not pass, "that the people 
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thought they had it, but that it should 
not pass — that then should the second 
(apocalyptic) trumpet be sounded, and 
the mountain burning with fire be cast 
into the sea. (u) that the people would 
rush against the military, and the sword 
be drawn — ^that the people would be over- 
come, but the principles of the military 
would be sapped — that "the great Cap- 
tain of Waterloo" • . . . would take in pieces 
the constitution, and be the instrument 
of fulfilling the third and fourth trumpets 
— that the King would abdicate, and re- 
fiise to be at the head of Babylon, which 
this nation was become, &c. Besides a 
whole chaos of 

'^Monstrous, unbftptised fantasies*' — 

equally painful to every honest mind ei- 
ther to record or to peruse. Bnough 
however has been set down to substan- 
tiate the affirmation we undertook to 
prove, respecting the unscriptural and 
ungodlike character of the oracular ''pow- 
er" to which the Newman Street church 
and its adherents in various parts of the 
land, pay such absolute deference, and 

(u) The Rev. Mr. Daw who in Scotland was ex- 
ercising the gift of utterance, confirmed '*in the 
Spirit,*' Mr. Haxter's prophesies on the trumpets. 
This identifies "the Spirit'' in Scotland and that in 
London as the $anie, and proves the Sooteh as well 
Uie English votaries of the power to bo equ^lj 
deluded. 
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which " they really believe and worship'^ 
as the Holy Spirit of Jehovah I (x) 

But what is the conclusion to which 
these painful facts must lead the impar- 
tial and enlightened examiner, — either 
with respect to the nature of the ' utter- 
ances/ or the value of the pretended apos- 
tolic authority which owes its existence 
to them? If the facts thus attested by 
the competent and respectable parties, 
whose references we have given, be true, 
— (jamd if falsey why have they not been 
as publicly contradicted, as affirmed?) 
then, to declare the author of those calum- 
nious and delusive oracles, to be the Holy 
Ghosty is not only to affirm the annulling 
of many important New Testament rules 
both moral and ecclesiastical, but it is to 
make God a liar ! But rather than know- 
ingly do this, and deliberately sacrifice 
scriptural principles, at once perfect and 
changeless, the conclusion to which every 
unprejudiced mind must feel itself con^ 
strained to come, is too obvious to require 
a verbal and offensive indication here. 

2. This conclusion will be strengthened 
by a glance at the second credential of 
the genuine apostleship, — Personal En-- 
dowment with miraculous powers^ and the 
clear and undisputed manifestation of those 
powers. The religion of which they were 
the heralds to all men, being proposed as 

(«) Mr* Baxter's exprcjistoiu 
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a revelation from God, required the de- 
monstration of supernatural proofs, A 
mere philosophical theory which addres- 
ses itself to the reasoning powers only, 
may be substantiated by proofs drawn from 
reason alone ; but it was right that Christi- 
anity , which came with authoritative claims^ 
upon "the obedience of/ai/A," with regard 
to many objective truths which till reveal- 
ed, the heart of no man could conceive, 
should Justify that authority by evidences 
of another nature. The power of the Deity 
confirmed the oracles of his truth, (y) 
Thus it was with Moses, on the promulga- 
tion of the old, and with the apostles, on 
that of the new testament dispensation. 
**They went forth and preached every 
where, the Lord working with them^ and 
confirming the word with signs follow- 
ing." (z) In the developement of those 
powers, the apostles spoke in various lan- 
guages supernaturally imparted to them, 
{>os9essed the spirit of prophecy in the 
iteral and predictive sense of the word, 
healed the sick, ejected the demon from 
the human brain, poured eye-sight on the 
blind, called the departed soul from be- 
yond the confines of eternity, and reani- 
mated the dead t Whilst on the other 
hand they could visit the wicked with 

(y) ** Pour montrefque c'est Dieu qui parle, il faut 
que Dieu meme a^isse." Hisausobrb DiscoursHis- 
loriques, <&Cr Tom. 9 p. a. (z) Mark x?i. 20. H eb. ii. 4. 
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judicial calamity — they couW deliver the^ 
contumacious sinoer to the power of Satan, 
ifraphim in blindjne^s, or by the dreadfiil 
energy of their word, could umaber hijub 
in an instant with the dead. Instances 
of all the^e we have in the Acts and Epis^ 
ties, as wrought by the apostles, and re^ 
ferred to as the confirmation of their 
authority ; and hence St Paul, iathe vin- 
dication of his apostleship, wrote (2 Cor; 
xii, %%) *^In nothing am I behind the 
very chiefest apostle. — Truly the sigw of 
an apostle were wrought among you in all 
patience, in signs and wonders and mighty 
deeds*. ertj/*«pir with signs — pnodigies 
whjch demQnstrated th^ truth*— Tip«j(r« wonr 
ders, or prodigies of aj fearful nature; 
such evident manifestations of the imme*> 
diate presence of the Almighty bearing 
witness to his truth as pervaaed every 
mind with fear ; and Juv^/&hc miraculous 
achievemi^nts possible only to omnipo^ 
tence itself, but the per;!bnnance of which 
by n^prtal men evinced the concurrence 
with: their ministry of the energy of God. 
These n^iraculous acts, wliich were ca- 
pal^le in themselves of sustaining the 
most rigorous examination, constituted 
an eifisctu£|l and iniperishable testimonial 
to the truths In the absence of every 
thing lil^^ frenzied' excitement, unnatural 
efiort or ostentatious display , the apostles 
presented, in th^ni, a demonstration to 
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Christianity which arrested the gaze of 
the then civilized world, and which has 
continued the same resistless appeal 
through succeeding ages. How public 
their manifestation ! The miracles of 
Pentecost proved the truth of the gospel 
to a multitude of persons of various na- 
tions, Asiatic, African, and European, 
as completely as if with their own eyes 
they had beheld the Saviour rise from 
the sepulchre, or ascend in glory to the 
heavens. How indisputable! The gain- 
sayers themselves were constrained to 
confess the finger of God ; and thus to 
acknowledge the evidences of Christianity 
to be incontrovertible. How decisive ! 
From the moment that the messengers of 
Jesus were endowed with apostolic power, 
and had commenced the full exercise of 
their office, every miracle which they 
wrought was prompt and complete in its 
success. With them there were no at- 
tempts which were followed only by failure 
and disgrace. GOD had given them 
their commission, and he withheld not its 
seals. He wrought with them every- 
where, — and every where caused them to 
triumph. And how seasonable ! These 
divine interpositions were given at a pe- 
riod when there was a moral necessity for, 
and a moral propriety in, their display ; 
a period when they were needed to seal and 
confirm the gospel which then was "be- 
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gun to be preached to the whole world.'* 
The world had then a right to demand* 
these credentials, and they were given. 

From the first developement of miracu- 
lous power there have been many preten- 
ders to its possession, who have attempted 
its imitation either by the arts of natural 
magic or by^ the actual co-operation of Sa- 
tan. Hence the necessity of a rule by which 
to distinguish false miracles from the 
genuine, in order that the utility of the lat- 
ter, may not be vitiated or destroyed. The 
church under each dispensation has, ac- 
cordingly, been furnished with such a 
rule; The Jewish Legislator gave one 
whioh is written in Dent. xiii. 1 3 ; («) and 
our Saviour himself has fixed another, 
thus, recorded by St. Mark : — " There is 
no man which shall do a miracle in my 
name that can lightly (h) speak evil of 
me." 

Hence, as Pascal observes, "We are 
to judge of doctrines by the accompany- 
ing miracles, and of miracles by the ac 
companying doctrines. The doctrines 
are the test of miracles, the miracles of 



(a) If there arise among you a prophet, or a 
dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign ora won*- 
der, and the sign or the wonder come to pass whereof 
h« spake to thee, saying, let us go after other Gods, 
which thou hast not known, and let us serve them- 

Thou shalt not hearken, ^(^c. to the end of the 

3rd verse. (6) Tap^v, readily, Mark i%. 36. 

K 
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the doctrines. This statement is strictly 
correct, and involves no contradiction." (c) 
Upon this principle, should the Irvingite 
gentlemen, to whose claims we must re- 
turn for a moment, actually make preten- 
sions to miraculous powers as the required 
seal of their apostleship, we should be 
bound, whilst their attested doctrine of 
the sinfulness and corruption of our Re- 
deemer's manhood holds a place in their 
creed, to reject both them and their mi- 
racles.. For if those proclaimed opinions 
do not ajirm evil of Christ, evil was never 
affirmed of him upon earth. And there- 
fore, had miracles actually followed their 
assumption of the apostleship, vet those 
opinions and the fatal errors to which they 
inferentially lead, would have been a suf- 
ficient cause for their rejection by all men 
who honour the Son even as they honour 
the Father. 

But the application of, this rule is as 
y^t uncalled for ; since, though, it has now 
been demanded for years, of this creden- 
tial of their authority, the modern apos- 
tles give "no sign." They exhibit no- 
thing which can justify an honourably 
minded man in receiving their testimony 
or submitting to their claims, (d) 

. (c) ThQUgbts, xxvii. (d) All reference to the 
once vaunted case of Miss Fancourt's recovery, 
seems to be at an end. The fact is the impropriety 
of the attempt to class that circumstance with the 
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Kot that they deny the necessity for 
such credentials : their admission of that 
necessity, on the other hand, has been 
irrevocably made. A number of unde- 
niable facts in the rise and progress of the 
sect, have indisputably proved — First, 
that these self-styled apostles have ex- 
pected the fulness of miraculous powers. 
Secondly, that these powers have been 
expected in consequence of the prophetic 
promises of **the voice" which called them 
to the apostleship. Thirdly, that the very 
time in which these powers should be 
given, has been repeatedly announced by 
professed inspiration. Fourthly, that the 
times thus specified have successively 
transpired, but the expected powers thus 
particularly promised, have never been 
received ; but that, Fifthly, notwithstand- 
ing their utter disappointment in the non- 
fulfilment of the promises, these men, as 
if wearied with fruitless expectancy, have 
entered, all powerless and unauthorized, 
and with nothing but the name, upon the 
actual discharge of professedly aposto- 
lical functions \ {e) 

There "was a third sign of an apostle 
which was still more remarkable. It was 
the faculty of communicating the miracu- 

miracles of scripture has been so clearly proved by 
a namber of contemporaneous writers as to have 
shut out all hope of assistance from that quarter. 

(e) See note N. 
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lous charismata to lofhers* This indeed 
was the great peculiarity of apostolical 
endowment, distingtiishitig its possessor 
from all the other preternaturally gifted 
agentsof the primitive church ; and is pro- 
hably that which St. Paul describes 

(1 Gor« :kii. 10.) as e¥6pynfMa,r» Sv¥ocfA(cdVj THE 
INWORKINOd OF MJiRACULOUS 'POWERS. (J^ 

A faculty by which the apostles were 
raised above all >other spiritual men, and 
by which they tv^ei-e enabled to spread the 
gospel with tliat astonishing and rapid 
success which crowned their ministry. 
Instances of its ex^ctse are upon record 
in several paeeages in the new testament. 
Thus in Acts vdii. It, 6t seq. 

'^'Ncm when -the «p«<9fli$s 4^iiA Were at JerasaTnii, It^anl 
that Samarja (through the niinislfy of the miraculously endowed 
evangelist Philip) had received the-wdrd ctf God, they sent unto 
them (the apostles) Peter and Jdhn, -wriid, vbcfn they were come 
down, prayed fer them llmt tney might receive the Holy-Ghost : 
For as yet hb was fallfeti «pon h6he fH them, only fhey were 
baptised in theiiame of the Lofd Jesus* Then laid they fhelr 
hands on them, and they received the Holy-Cihost.^' 

If the remaining portion of the narra- 
tive be consulted., it will be seen that the 
reality of this divine communication was 
manifested in visible effects, and those 
doubtless'of a miraculous character, as in 
another case, recorded chap, xix, 6, 

*' PaaL, having passed through the upper coasts, eame to 
ISphesus, and findiDg certain disciples, he said ariVo thehi, tlkve 
ye received the Holy-Ghost since je believed? and theysnid 
ante him. We t^ave' not so matih as lleaid . wJiether there be any 
Holy-Ghost— ( that is they had not heard that the miracu- 

(f) See this rendering justified in M^cknight on 
the place. 
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loos gifts of the Hoi v-Ghost were tu be receiveil by belieyers*) 
Au6 he said unto theM; biU<i ^hut then wp)*^ jrc baptized? And 
they Mid, a»t{> Jo^a!s ba)>t^9m^(Compfire Ma<t, iii. 1 1 .) Thpll 
said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism ofr^pentanpe, 
saying unto the people that they ^nould bfli^ve on hhn that 
should cofiie, alter him $ that is oa JestfS Christ* VV hen they 
heard this tHev were baptized in \he name of il.c tA>rd Jesus* 
And wht-n Pndi had laid his hands a|ion theit^ the MolyOhoAC 
came on theib, and they spake with tongues and prophesied."* 

Stich 1^ as the third sign of an apostle, 
and such, it ift perfectly right to enquire 
for in the modern pretenders to the nahie. 
But here, also, as with regard to the pre- 
ceding credentials^ thej^ arfe wholly unim- 
powered. Such an endowment, indeed, 
had been promised * — :it having been dis- 
tinctly declared by ^* the voice," that '* by 
the iaying on of Mr, Baxter's hands, and 
the bglhds of thfe dthei- apostles y^hobi the 
Lord should call, shbuld the baptism of 
fire be bestowed." (g) Time, however^ 
which verges genuine prophecy^ has de- 
todnstrated the fahit^ of this, as well a^ 
hiany others of the prbihises and predic-^ 
tions of this asfoundiug delusion.— But 
notwithstanding tkis failure, the action of 
fahati<;igm has received no intemiptiow ; 
biTt, on the c6nti-afy, has unfolded rtibtfe 
of its presumption. Keligioh and com- 
mon decency itselif*, mourn over the spec^ 
tacle of men going through the \nvA in 
thfe exerdse of apostolical OffRces \rtthOirt; 
ONE of the scriptural tokens of marks of 
the character^ and laying on their £iands 

ft 

is) Vide Baxter's Nurative. 
K3 
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forsooth, for the communic£|.tion to others, 
of that which they have not first them- 
selves received. (Ji) 

But we have already too much pro- 
longed our attention to this subject. Let 
us proceed to take a passing glance at 
the remaining classes of the primitive 
ministry as enumerated in the passage 
vnder consideration. 

PROPHETS. 

' The office of a prophet may be deter- 
mined, we conceive from the elements of 
the name itself. (*) The syllable, Trpo — pro, 

(h) For several weeks that portion of the religious 
•part of the conimunity which took any interest in 
the Irvingite proceedings in Falmouth prior to the 
formation of their church in that town, had been 
given to understand that when that event should 
transpire, and the officers of *< the church" should 
receive "the laying on of the apostle's hands," those 
tokens of the descent of the Holy-(ihost, to make 
that church his peculiar abode, would be given, which 
had been so repeatedly, but till then so unjustly 
required. The period at length arrived, and the 
suspense of some sincere inquirers after truth was 
great. The town was honoured at once with the 
presence of an Apostle, a Prophet, an Evangelist 
a Pastor, and if I mistake not, an Angel. Now 
was come the long-expected Pentecost for Falmouth, 
and the long threatened evidence that all other de- 
nominations of christians were *' Babylon, which was 
to be destroyed," &c., &c. The wonderful ceremo- 
nial took place:— and what followed? — Nothing. 

(i) fff^opf\T%^ from Trpo, W0* ^^^ ^^^ pkdo, or 
fn^i pktmi; to speak, utter forth, or declare. 
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as a Greek preposition has a diversity of 
meaaing, which seems to have communi- 
cated itself to th6 etymon with which it 
has been conjoined. It is sometimes used 
to denote substitution, or deputation, {k) 
and thus the prophet was one who spoke 
foFy in the place, or on the behalf of, ano- 
ther : — one who acted as an internuncio 
or messenger of the Divine will. "A pro- 
phet," saysChrysostom, "is an interpreter 
that is of God." (J) The corresponding 
Hebrew name Nabia, has the same im- 
port. The Nahia was the herald or 
interpreter of the Divine decrees. So 
Aaron is called (Exod. vii. 1.) Moses's 
prophet because he spoke for, or in the 
place of Moses to Pharaoh, interpreting 
the mind of Moses, as Moses did that of 
the Almighty. Hence too, the heathen 
poets were called Trpo^wTa* /LAouerw* — propfieis 
of the muses, because they were supposed 
to utter the inspirations of those imagin- 
ary deities, (m) 2. This particle as often 
indicates precedency or anteriority of 
presetice or position. It is so used in 
Matt. xi. 10., Luke i. 76., Acts v. 23. 
Regarded with this import, the term pro- 

(A) irpo at Latinum fro^ loeo, vice, John x. 8, Trpa 
ifAOM fiX^o)f — qui loco mei venerunt, i.e. Messiah no- 
men sibi arrogarunt. Ita Earip. Alcest. v. 644. 
Xenopb. 1, 6, 19. Schleusner. (/) In I Cor. xiv.2«. 
(m) St. Paul calls Ejdmenide.s z. poet of Crete, a pro- 
phet of their own. Titus i. 12. 



't)het dei^igimted ohe who dpoke kefore^ or 
in the present:^ of others. One who i^})Oke 
before G&d in the prayfer or intercfeddioti, 
as Abraham, who i% thence called a pit)* 
phet (Genei^is kxi 7,) or befbre mM, in the 
coramunicaticm of a medsage^ or the de- 
livery of publit itlfttructioni "We speak ' ' 
writes St. Paul, "from God^ and in the 
sight of God." 3. flat the most i^neral 
use of the particle under consideratioh id^ 
to express pnotUv with respect to ttmei 
and tnuB the prophet ib the common . ae^ 
ceptance of the appelitive, is one -Wio 
foretells or predicts ereiits yet future. 
These It will be observed were the priri- 
cipal charges of the pYophetic Offlcej as 
described in the scriptures* Whether, in 
annonncing things to come« or enjwiin^ 
the duties, or inculcating the truths which 
had a bearing on the present, the genuine 
})rophets were the messengers and pro- 
ciaimers of Jehovah's will to our world. 
(n) 

That will was revealed to them **in 
sundry times and in divers measures ;" — 
by visionary appearances, by an audible 
voice> by the Ininistry ttf angels, or by 
the powerful af&atus of the Holy Ghost, 
by which the mind received a clear idea 
and indubitable conviction of the objects 
or truths presented to it ; whilst in their 
enunciatioti Of the truth, they were pre^er- 

(n) S^e note O. 
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ved from that liability to erf off so conimon 
to nnat^glgted •men, from infirmity of intel- 
lect or hettrt, by ^he inflnence of the samfe 
Spirit. To i^^afk or write under Iris in- 
spirsftion, was esi^ential to the character 
df the gentrine prophet ; 'ttnd according 
to Van DAiJfe, »fhe u^toe »<tf prophet i& 
never given either tl4 the (AA <or n^fw tei&- 
tament to tiny ofAttttry mitfteter « te«(fher 
of truth { but iflv^iably designstte^ on* 
who spoke or kdted tinder a dWpern^ttirfi^l 
inipulse. (o) AtfUd the apostle P€«er it 
wi^ be remetnbeifed, expressly *d€fclarei& 
that pytfphecy Was always the resitilt of 
^rect inspir««4ott-^fts it ne^er caiifie bv 
the will of miin,--"birt; holy m^en df tJod 
«pake as liiey ^ete ttiovefd W th* tJWy- 

AW tlieB^ rtftti^a^ the 'g^Uitife |)r<!^htt«. 
ic^l ^liftVadtet ttifty tife'disting^tshed In tfi^ 
pporpbets ih tStfe t*ii*i!itian ciiurCh, to whom 
retf€^ei>c€ is g^VWi in the eleve»nth refse of 
thiu icljii|>tfer. It Bbt)iild be ^observed how* 
<evw, that whil-^t tfcey iverte s(o»nelitoe* 
endowed with thfe jpoWer of jfwcrfic^^^m, {p) 
the work foi* which they Wel-e ordinarily 
tj'lialified was the inmfuffttioh ^nd edifica^- 
tio*iof thet^hureh, by precept^ felxhortatron, 
or warning, as the case might be, but 
especially by the interpretation of tlie old 

(») Dwsettatio de tei*ft«% i^isa propbi^tfft, Pars l< 
(p) Compare Ads ^U 28^ xxi^ 10, Mvii. 24. 
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testament scriptures* Theirs was the 
faculty of explaining the more occult and 
mysterious doctrines couched in the em- 
bliems of the Levitic ritual, or pourtrayed 
in the sublime enigmas of the Hebrew pro- 
phets. Those doctrines were essentially 
Christian, and prove, in their just inter- 
pretation, that the religion of the old tes- 
tament was, in principle the same with 
that of the new. The first prophetic 
promise, in Eden, embosomed in itself, 
as the germ once wrapped in itself the 
Cedar of Lebanon, the whole princi- 
ple and plan of human salvation; in 
Christ, crucified and crowned. The pa- 
triarchs in the earliest ages had the 
•vii^ion of faith directed by the emblems 
of sacrifice, to the Lamb of God. They 
looked into the vast abysses of futurity, 
and rejoiced in the assurance of his advent 
and his day. In after times the Jewish 
Priests standing daily ministering at those 
altars, "and offering oftentimes the same 
sacrifices," formed a preparation and a 
type of the christian dispensation. Those 
perpetual expiations were the connect- 
ing links between the promise which re- 
lieved the despair of the first Adam, and 
the coming of the Second, and the con- 

(q) Prophetae (Nov. T) qui aut futura praedi- 
cebantf ant speciali quadain revelatione propbetias 
oiysticas, sensnsqae spiritas sancti dubios interpre- 
tabantur^HPiscoPius, Opera ii. 440. 
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tinned memorial of escape for sinners, in 
the atoning work of Him who died, at 
len^h, the just for the unjust, to bring us 
. to God. It was the forcible remark of a 
Christian of the first age, that the gospel 
i differs not from the Mosaical law in the 
[ depths of its doctrine, but simply in this, 
i —that the one exhibits the type and pro- 
f mise of redemption, and the other its ful- 
filment. "What then," says he, ''is the 
law? It is the gospel anticipated. And 
what is the gospel? It is the law ac- 
complished." (r) The new testament was 
thus hidden in the old, whilst the old tes- 
tament is explained and manifested in the 
new. The essential doctrines of Chris- 
tianity had been promulged in the He- 
brew scriptures, but in difficult and 
niysterious oracles. To understand them 
a brighter irradiation of the divine Spirit 
was required, even by the apostles them- 
selves^ prior to the advent of the Holy 
Ghost at Pentecofet. But when He, the 
Spirit of truth, was come, he led them into 
all truth. He removed the mysterious 

(r) .fusTiv M. Respons. ad orthod, sect. 101.-* 
Compare also John viii. 56, Ueb. xi. '24—26, 1 Cor. 
X. 1— c— 9» Luke xxi. 25—27 Kom. x. 4. 
'*Thu8, (says Whitaker, of Ruan Lanvhorne,) 
the lamb slain from the foundation of the world — 
(from the only period after it at which a lamb became 
requisite to be slain, the Kail) will have been exhi- 
bited to God in representation, and pleaded to God 
in prayer, even down to the conclusion of all things." 
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veil, and showed them the full glory of 
Christ, (s) This preternatural knowledge 
was communicated to the Christian pro- 
phets by the illumination, of the Moly 
Ghost, which, whilst as yet the oomplete 
body of revealed truth as given to the 
4postles had no recorded existence, was 
shed upon them abundantly for the edifi- 
cation of the church. . 

Correlative with the prophetically gifted, 
were those in tlie primitive Christian as- 
s^oablies who were endowed with a faculty 
which is called Si^Kpun? irytvfAarciiy the dia- 
crisis or judicial discernment of spiritis^ 
A gift which was in special adaptation to 
the necessiti^ of the Christian cause, 
when false-anointed ones and pretenders 
to prophetic revelations were so nume- 
rous, and before the finished standard of 
revealed truth which we possess in the 
everlasting word of God, had become the 
universal inheritance of the church ;— and 
a gift by which they who were thus en- 
dowed, were not only able to decide upon 
the fitness or unfitness of individuals, 
either for membership or the tenure of 
offices in the church ; and able also by 
the imparted light of that omniscient 

(«) The oracle no more shall shroyd its visage 

Beneath a veil 

But like the sun, 
When with his orient ray he gilds the east. 
Shall burst upon you iu a flood of light. 

EsqiiTL* Agamem. 
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spirit, " who searcheth all things," to ex- 
plore the hearts and detect the latent 
purposes of the enemies of the gospel ; 
(/) but by which they were especially 
qualified to distinguish a pretender to in- 
spiration from one who had really been 
made a partaker of the Holy-Ghost; and 
consequently, to distinguish also the truth 
of God from the manifold delusions with 
which visionary and ambitious men, or 
spirits of darkness, were, even then, at- 
tempting the adulteration and ruin of 
Christianity. There is a reference to the 
exercise of this necessary gift in the first 
epistle of St. John, where that apostle 
calls it ^nTfj-oL aTTo TO'j ayiovj a chrisMy or sa- 
cred anointing from the Holy One ; and 
possessed of which, he tells the spiritual 
persons so endowed, that they needed not 
that any one should teach them how to 
distinguish impostors from the truly in- 
spired, since its unclouded illuminations 
enabled them to know every man ; (u) 
and in the exercise of this awful faculty, 
he directs them to try the spirits, whether 
they were of God : because many false 
prophets had gone out into the world. 

In the Irvingite caricature of primae- 
val Christianity, we find the order of pro- 
phets, as well as apostles. The facts, 

(/) As St. Paul did those of the sorcerer Flymas, 
see Acts, (tf) Oi Jaxf -Travra 1 John ii. 20. 

L 
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however, which have been detailed in the 
preceding investigation of the claims of 
the latter, will be found equally fatal to 
the pretensions of the former. The man- 
lier in which their supposed prophetic 
gift has been heretofore exercised, is de* 
monstrably unscriptural, whilst their pre- 
dictive and other utterances, are known in 
numerous instances, to be totally at vari- 
ance with the truth. 

EVANGELISTS. 

The evangelists (:r) may be compen- 
diously described as the assistants of the 
apostles ; and that^r^*, in the work of pub- 
lishing the gospel, not within a confined 
and fixed locality, but like the apostles, to 
mankind at large, and especially to those 
who had nevfer before heard " the glad tid- 
ings of salvation/' " This," says Camp- 
bell, " conteys the true distinction be- 
tween the greek words x»ipu<r<r£»if, kerussein^ 
and i\ja.yyiXiC^iiy euangcluein^ from which 
last the name evangelist is taken^ The 
forn^er signifies to preach in general, or 
proclaim the reign of the Messiah ; the 
latter, though frequently rendered in the 
same way, denotes properly to declare 
the good news, that is the gospel, to those 
who had before known nothing of the 
matter." (y) The office of evangelist in* 

(x) 'EMOLyytX\fn»h. (y) Lect. p. 86. 
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volved, secondly, the duty of acting under 
the direction of the apostles in settling 
affairs of christian discipline, ordaining 
presbyters, correcting abuses, and establish- 
ing order in those churches which the 
apostles could not personally visit. " For 
(his cause," (writes St. Paul to Titvs, who 
was certainly an evangelist,) " left I thee 
in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order 
the things that are wanting, and ordain 
elders, (or presbyters, referred to after- 
wards as bishops) in every city, as I had 
appointed thee." {z) The new testament 
Narrative, however, sufficiently shows that 
this superintendency of the evangelists 
Qjrer particular churches, was not sta- 
tionary and perpetual, but occasional and 
itinerant. They visited the various chris?- 
tian societies for a specific purpose, with 
the accomplishment of which they were 
intrusted by the apostles. Hence their 
movements are always described as being 
regulated by the latter. Thus St. Paul, 
in his letter to Titus : 

** When I shall send Arteroatunto thee, or Tychicat, be dilU 
Rent to come Mnto ine to Nicopolis, for I have determined thereto 
winter. Bring ^enas, the lawyer, and ApoUos on their journey 
dilii^ently, that nothing be wanting to them.** (a) 

And to Timothy. 

(z) Titus i. 5. ** Les evangelists qat aidoient aux 
apotres a fonder les Eglises, et a confirmer les peu- 
ples dans la vraye foi, etqai tenoient m^Ms quelqae 
fois la place des apotres.'* — PiCTBT ThooL Tom. 2. 
p. 268, 4 to. (a) 1 Epist. i. 3 
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As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus when I went 
into Mactdonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach 
no other doctrine, itc. (6) Do thy diligence to couie shortly 
unto me, for Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present 
Woriii, and is departed into Tbessalunica ; (rescens to Galatia, 
Titus unto Dalmatia. Cinly Luke is with nie. Take Mark and 
bring him with thee, for he is profitable to lue for the niiuistry. 
^ud Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus. (c) 

For this extended charge of proclaim- 
ing the gospel, and of buildinj^the church, 
the evangelists were qualified by miracu- 
lous endowments, by the gift of languages, 
by the capability of performing miracles, 
in common with the apostles— though not, 
as the apostles, of communicating the 
Holy-Ghost, — and, by that supernatural 
faith (I Cor. xiii. 2.) which enabled them 
to encounter and surmount the otherwise 
insuperable difficulties which opposed 
their career. 

That such was the case ;— and that no 
man was an evangelist in the primitive 
and apostolical sense, who could not ex- 
hibit these credentials, is an indisputable 
fact in the sacred history. In all . the 
places in which these co-workers with 
the apostles are described, they are repre- 
sented as thus supernaturally endowed. 
The 'n ame of evangelist occurs three times 
in the new testament. The first instance 
is in Acts xxi. 8, where Philip is called 
by this title. In the eighth chapter of 
the same book we have a specimen of his 
evangelical agency, which fully proves 

(6) 2 Epist. iv. 9 seq. (c) 2 Tim. iv. 9—12. 
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him to have been empowered to demon- 
strate the celestial origin of the gospel he 
preached, by miraculous signs. 

Then Philip went down to the city of 8amaria, and preache 
Christ unto them. And the people, with one accord, gave heed 
uuto those things which l^hilip spake, hearing, and iiKfciNG thb 
MiRACLBs "WHICH UK DID. Kor UHclean spirits cr>ing with 
loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with tliem ; 
and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed* 
And there was great joy in that city. . 

Timothy is addressed as an "evan- 
gelist" in the 2 epistle, chap. iv. 5. And 
it appears that he had received a x*P^^i^*> 
or gift of the Holy-Ghost by the laying 
on of St. Paul's hands and prophecy, i.e. 
by a prophetic impulse, moving the apos- 
tle thus to confer upon him that mira- 
culous qualification which was essential 
to the office in which he was destined to 
act. Compare 1 Tim. iv. 14, with 2 Tim. 
i. 6. (rf) . 

The remaining passage in which this 
office is referred to, is that in the epistle 
to the Ephesians now under review; 
where the situation it holds amongst the 
name of apostles, prophets, &c. suffi- 
ciently denotes its extraordinary and mi- 
raculously gifted character. 

So, also, the notices we have of the 
other evangelists, in the uninspired annals 

(d) In the former of these passages, mention is 
made also of the imposition of the hands of the pres- 
bytery; this, which took place at Lystra, merely 
showed their concurrence with the apostle in setting 
Timothy apart for the evangelical office. 

L3 
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of the early church, represent them as 
similarly endowed. Thus St. Mark is 
stated by Eutychius, patriarch of Alex- 
andria, to have preached the gospel in 
Egypt with great success, where the "Pa- 
gans, provoked hy the number of his 
miracles, and the reproaches of the chris- 
tians, put him to death : {e) and Eusebius 
speaking of the early preachers in gene- 
ral, says, that " they performed the work 
of evangelist to those who had as yet not 
at all heard the word of faith : — and 
having only laid the foundation of faith 
in remote and barbarous places, and 
constituted other pastors, committed to 
them the culture of those they had per- 
fectly introduced to the faith, departed 
again to other regions and nations ac- 
companied with the grace and co-opera- 
tion of God. For the divine spirit as yet 
wrought many wonderful works hy them, 
insomuch that at the first hearing, innu- 
merable multitudes of men did, with most 
ready minds, altogether admit of and en- 
gage themselves in the worship of that God 
who is the maker of all things.^' {f) 

The name evangelist is not appropri- 
ated by the Irvingite agents, thus desig- 
nated, in the general sense, in which 
every preacher of the gospel, and espe- 
cially every christian missionary, may 

(e) Calmet in Nom. (^) Eusebii, Hist. iii. 37. 
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wear it, but (xar* ^i^x^^) ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
primitive import, as evangelists of the 
apostoli<;al school. But where are their 
miraculous credentials? What "signs" 
show tliey to authenticate their office, and 
in the absence of which, all who under- 
stand the subject must regard them, to 
say the least, as most miserably and 
idiotically c?e/tMfetf? Alas! a comparison 
betw^een the duties and credentials of the 
scriptural evangelists with the naked pre- 
tensions of these persons, will lead to the 
same disastrous results aft those which 
follovi^ed the investigation of the claims 
of their employers, "the apostles" and 
** prophets." But if they cannot present 
the essential pledges of the office, why 
thus ridiculously arrogate its name ? (g) 

(g) The bebaviour of <om«of these worthies lias 
presented a disgusting compoaDd of insolence and 
presumption. It has been the writer's lot to witness 
ibis in more places than one. Instead of being 
able to give the least corroborative *' sign" of the 
reality of their call to tbe office of " evangelist," 
in tbe apostolic sense of the name, they are quite as 
powerless, in the way of miraculous agency, as any 
of the ordinary ministry, whom, so far as my obser- 
vation has extended, they seem to consider it a part 
of their vocation to r«vt/e. The conduct of these 
young men, (for most of them have not yet arrived 
at years of discrelion,) in thus publicly pouring out 
the gall of obloquy on the ministerial character of 
men whom, in some instances, they have never 
known, and who, in others, were faithfully engaged 
in the labours of the gospel before they were suckled 
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PASTORS AND TEACHERS. 

There is a diversity of sentiment as to 
the relation of these last enumerated offi- 
cers of the primitive church to the standing* 
presbytery of succeeding times. Does 
the apostle, by ' pastors and teachers, ' 
speak of the permanent. ministry, or does 
he rather refer to a class of agents, who, 
prior in most cases, to the institution of 
presbyters, were especially raised up and 
qualified by immediate inspiration, for 
the peculiar exigencies of the infant 
cause? With all deference to the re- 
spectable names associated with the for- 
mer opinion, .the writer is strongly in- 
clined to believe the latter to be most in 
accordance with the information, taken as 
a whole^ which the scriptures give us upon 
thejiature of the ministry which rose em- 
powered to announce the opening of the 
gospel dispensation, immediately upon the 
Pentecostal effusion of the Holy-Ghost. 

Not that the appellations of ' pastors 
and teachers' are inappropriate to the 
christian ministry of the present times, 
since, as we have already shown, the 
promulgation of tlie gospel, especially 

at the breas^ exhibits, certainly, both " signs" and 
*• wonders" too, but not of the kind which can only 
verify the pretensions of these persons as the "in- 
spired" successors of a Philip or a Timothy ! 



129 

by the ordinance of precLching^ and the 
upholding and administration of godly 
discipline in the church, are essential and 
inalienable functions of the ministerial 
office ; — which, as it also exhibits a per- 
sonal commission from God, and a given 
message to be delivered or interpreted to 
the living generation, and that message, 
one of good tidings, an euangelion, or gos- 
pel, — is a ministry which includes in its 
own nature whatever was intended to be 
permanent in the apostolic, prophetical, or 
evangelical institute ; but still, as it is 
undeniable (at least by all rational beings) 
that there exist many circumstantial dis- 
tinctions between the ordinary Christian 
preacher or teacher^ and the apostle, pro- 
phet, or evangelist of old, (distinctions so 
great as to lead every man, till of late, to 
have regarded the personal assumption of 
such names in their full and primitive 
power as possible only to the insane; {h) 
so we cannot help thinking that a similar 
difference, though not, in the nature of 
things, and "the measure of the gift of 

(A) •* You will tell me, perhaps, that I am very 
far from the merit and dignity of the apostles. 1 
acknowledge it with all my heart, and 1 will ever 
acknowledge it. Far from placing m^'self upon an 
equality with them, I confess tiiat L am not worthy 
to be compared — I do not say with them^ but even 
with their shadow I " Thus spoke John Chrysos- 
TOM, the illustrious bishop of Constantinople. See 
his 22d Sermon in Matthew. 
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Christ/' by any means so great, will be 
found to hold between the ordinary pres- 
byter and teacher and the TcoifMr^v (pastor,) 
and ilioitrxoxoiy (teacher) of the pentecostal 
school : — a difference created by the pos- 
session, by the latter, of immediate inspi- 
ration and miraculous energies. 

Hence it will be found, that among the 
various designations given in the new tes- 
tament to the presbytery^ those of poimenoi 
and didascaloiy pastors and teachers are 
not specified ; but on the other hand, we 
see that in the descriptions which are 
given of the confessedly extraordinary 
agents, (and in which there is not one 
word about presbyters and deacons,) these 
didascaloi are distinctly mentioned (ij 

By " teachers," in the present passage, 
may be understood those, who, endowed 
with the charisma dida^calias, or gift of 
/eac/wig'— (implying divine illumination, 
and the faculty of communicating and 
demonstrating the truth, and that, some- 
times, by the seal of miracles,) were 
raised up for the instruction of the church, 
both publicly and privately, in the great 
principles of the new dispensation. The 
truth thus delivered, bore the name of 
dida^he, doctrine ; (k) and its inspired man- 
ifestation by these gifted men, that of 
didaskaliaf or tea>ching. (I) 

(t) See Acts xiii. 1 — I Cor. xii. and Ephes. iv, 2. 
(k) I Cor, xiv. 6, 3tt. 
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And by ** pastors," 1 am induced to un- 
derstand, those who were invested with the 
govemmen tof local or particular churches 
in which, as yet, no regular presbytery had 
been instituted « The -word poimen^ here 
rendered pastor^ is well known not only 
to have denoted, in ancient times, a 
shepherd, who had the care or govern 
ment of a flock, but also to have been 
frequently applied to a ruler, magistrate, 
or king : as there is an analogy between 
the administration of a good sovereign, 
&nd the pastoral care of a good shepherd 
over his flock, so the verb ^o/pax w, poima* 
«o, signified to rule as well as to feed, or 
provide for, and the noun iroi/M,tJi/, poimen^ 
was equally applied to a shepherd and a 
ruler. 

In St. Paul's enumeration of the ex- 
traordinary officers in the first churches, 
^n 1 Cor. xii. 28, we read of )cu(3«pyti(rjf , ku- 
ie^i'nesis, the office of a governor or di- 
rector, (m) Such was that held by the 
persons who in the text are called pastors; 
nien Mrho, (before the appointment of the 
stated ministry,) had the direction of the 
local affairs of the church ; presiding in 
its public services, (71) and maintaining 
that holy vigilance over its external cha- 

(0 Horn, xii, 7. (m) Literally )tuj3tfpUu(r£ir, dU 
fectioni or gmyernmenls^ the thing performed being 
put, hy a common figure, for him who performs it» 
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racter, by the faithful observance of 
which, it was kept unspotted from the 
world. And, as for every other form of 
ministry, there 'was a corresponding cAa- 
risma, or qualifying gift, imparted by the 
divine Spirit, so the appropriate gift for 
the discharge of those duties, was the 
diacrisis pneumaton^ the " discernment of 
spirits," already described ; by which the 
pastors were invested with the visible de- 
monstrs^tions of their celestial authority, 
and were effectually empowered to fulfil 
the difficult and momentous duties of 
their office. 

The above considerations will furnish, 
it is presumed, a complete harmony of the 
various extraordinary offices with their 
corresponding miraculous qualifications, 
as described at large in the epistles to the 
Corinthians and Ephesians. I will tran- 
scribe the passages referred to : 

- Gud hath set some in the churrh, first apostles, secondarily 
prophbts, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, — gr, — powers, 
i.e. inworkers of powers ; then gifts of healings, helps, govern- 
ments, diversities of tongues, (o) 

The manifestation of the spirit is given to everyman to profit 
withal. Oi — Unto each (of these divinely appointed agents) is 
given the manifestation of the spirit — gr —tor the advantage of 
all. Fop to one is given by the spirit, the word of wisdom {p) 
to another, the word of knowledge {q) by the same spirit, lo 

(n) They were hence called presidents, and re- ^ 
ferred to as such, Rom. xii. (o) 1 Cor. xii. 2B. (;)) 
The whole doctiineof the gospel. (9) The know- 
ledge of the former revelations recorded in the 
writings of Moses and the prophets. 
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mother faith by the sane spirit; to another the glAs of healiiif 

I by the same spirit. To another the worlting of miraclea (the 

I Inwurlciiig a uf powers.— see p. 1 12) to another prophecy, to ano- 

I ther discerning of spirits ; to another divers liinds of tougaes ; 

to another the interpretation of tongues, (r) 

But uiiio every one of as is given grace according to the mea- 
sure of the i^ift of Christ— Or, to every one of us (ihe san;e 
persons mre «till spoken of) is given a function suitable to the 
nature of ihe gilt bestowed upon us by Christ. He appointed 
some apostles, and some proptiets, and some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers. («) 

Such were the offices, and their corres- 
ponding qualifications ; and the exposition 
we have given of the former, will explain, 
also, the adaptation of the latter, 1. The 
apostles appear to have been endowed 
(as a body) with most or all of the Spirit's 
gifts, since they are represented in the 
records of their ministry, as exercising 
them. 2. The prophets^ peculiar endow- 
ment was the A^yo? yxwo-fw?, the word or 
doctrine of knowledge. 3, The evangelists 
who are called 1 Cor. xi, 28 oLynM^n^^ 
helps J or helpers of the apostles; (see 
page 122) were gifted with languages, mi- 
raculous powers, especially healings and 
the ^^ faith " which was ever the accom- 
paniment, or rather antecedent of those 
powers. 4. To ihe pastors, called also di- 
rectors, or governors, belonged the dis- 
cernment of spirits ; whilst 5. the teachers 
were variously qualified to communicate 
and prove the truths with which they 
were entrusted, by languages and their 
interpretation, and other occasional mira- 
culous signs. 

(r) 1 Cor. xii. 8 \0. (s) Eph. iv, 7, U. 
M 
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The institution of this heaven gifted 
ministry, is described, in the last place, in 
connexion with its specific purpose, thk 

ACCOMPLISHMENT OF WHICH, AS IS HERE 
STATED, LIMITS AND ASCERTAINS THE PE- 
RIOD OF ITS CONTINUANCE. Let US revcrt 
for a moment to the leading proposition 
of the seventh verse. It is there stated; 
that to the apostles and their fellow agents 
in the gospel, had been given certain gra- 
cious functions, suitable to the nature of 
the gifts bestowed on them by Christ. 
The four succeeding verses may be re- 
garded as parenthetical or explanatory, 
after the frequent manner of St. Paul. 
The seventh verse must therefore be taken 
by the student in vital connexion with 
the twelvth and following ones. It will 
then be seen that the gracious offices 
spoken of in the seventh, with their 
corresponding endowments, were given 
or appointed *'for (ver. 12) the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the min- 
istry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ :"— or, as Macknight more lucidly 
renders it, "for the sake of fitting the 
saints for the work of the ministry, in 
order to the building of the body of 
Christ :" that is, these apostolic, pro- 
phetic, and miraculous gifts were bestowed 
on certain saints, or christian believers, 
for the sake of qualifying or thoroughly 
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fitting (t) then for the work of that (apos- 
tolical, or prophetical,) ministry or ser* 
vic€y in the discharge of which, the church 
or body of Christ was to be reared upon 
its newly laid foundations. It was a min- 
istry adapted therefore to the church in 
its weakness, nay, infancy ; and the de- 
sign of its institution, was to bring it on- 
wards to manhood and maturity in that 
trutky ^which, when fully developed and 
recorded in an imperishable form, would 
render it sufficient in itself in every suc- 
ceeding age, to achieve the evangelization 
of mankind. Hence it is immediately 
added,— ver. 13, 15, "until we all"— (the 
apostle here speaks in the name of the 
whole church, including all, whether Jews 
or Gentiles who believed in Christ) — 
*' come (fi? rmv fvPTura) to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
^od, to a perfect man, even to the mea- 
sure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. 
That we may be no longer children tossed 
and whirled about (Trtptipfpojutf/iot) by every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight or (xujSiia) 
gambler-like arts of men, and by cun- 
^^ing craftiness, whereby they lie in wait 
to deceive ; or literally, by craftiness, 
formed into a subtle method of deceit: 
but that (as faithful ministers) speaking 
the truth in love, we may make all the 

{t) xaT(%pr{ ^£t V, katartizein, from xar^, kata, io- 
tensiFe, and apT*^w, artizo^ I fit. 
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members grow in Him who i& the Head^ 
even Christ, (u) 

Who can read these verses without arri- 
ving at a solemn conviction of the value of 
the Truth as it is in Jesus, and of the su- 
preme importance of the full and perfected 
manifestation of that truth for the matu- 
rity of the christian church ? Under this 
impression, it will materially assist our 
inquiry to look back and ascertain the ac- 
tual state in which that church had been 
placed, up to the time when this and the 
other epistles of the new testament were 
committed to record. That state had 
been a mere novitiate in the truth. The 
church of that day was composed, as is 
well known, of converted Jews and Gen- 
tiles — both classes emerging from the dim- 
ness and prejudices of their peculiar sys- 
tems, and both as yet but in the childhood 
of their Christianity. Judaism, which, 

(u) I will here set down the impartial comment 
of Macknight, whose translations I have freely used 
above.— Ele paraphrases the I3th and 14th verses 
thus. *' These supernatural ly endowed teachers are 
to continue in the church until being fully instructed 
by their discourses aoid writings, we all, who com- 
pose the church, come through one faith and know- 
ledge of the Son of God to per^t tnanhood as a 
church, even to the measure of the stature which, 
when full grown, it ought to have, so that the church, 
thus instructed and enlarged, is able to direct and 
defend itself without supernatural aids. So that, 
having recourse at all times to their writings, we 
may no longer be children," &c. 
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though a divine religion, was only adapted 
to one stage of human developement^ had 
been made». from human abase, a pretext 
for the proverbial shortsightedness and 
bigotry of its adherents ; and the Hebrew 
efeiatiaaa^ whose minds, prior to their 
conven^on, had been so long stiffening in 
the mould of their own exclusive system, 
were notorious for the difficulty with 
which they were brought into the liber- 
alities of gospel truth ; whilst on the other 
hand, the converts from Gentile heathen- 
ism had just emerged from a condition of 
rayless ignorance, which the inspired 
writers describe by the emphatic epithets^ 
of " darkness" and ** night." Both Jews 
and Gentiles, therefore, had many error^ 
to forget, and almost every elements of 
truth to learn. And from whence vmere 
they to be taught? Not from the same 
complete standard of truth which we pos- 
sess, because very little of the new testament 
teas then in existence; and the canon of 
its sacred books, instead of being per- 
fected, which was not the case till nearly 
a hundred years after the birth of Christ, 
was scarcely begun* 

In proof of this^ I refer to the chronolo- 
gy itself, of the new testament scriptures. 
The period at which miraculous agency 
was at its meridian, was that in which St. 
Paul wrote his first Epistle to the Corin- 

thians, in the xii. and xiv. chapters of 

Ma 
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which he gives the well known descrip- 
tion of that agency. That Epistle was 
written in the year of our Lord 56. Now, 
as the gospel according to St. Matthew 
was written A.D. 64, that of St. Mark 
in 64,— St. Luke in 63,— St. John in 68, 
— the Acts in 64, — the Epistle to the 
Romans iii 58, — the second to the Cor- 
inthians in 57, — that to the Ephesians in 
61, — to the Philippians in 62, — to the 
Colossians in 62^ — the second to Timothy 
in 61,— to Philemon in 62,— to the Heb- 
rews in 63, — that of St.^ James in 62, — the 
first and second of St. Peter in 64, — the 
first of St. John in 80^ — and his second 
and third, between 80 and 90,— that of 
St. Jude in 65, — and the Revelation about 

95 ; it will be evident that of the whole 

canon of the new testament, only the Epis- 
tles to the Galatians, Thessalonians, and 
first to Timothy where then in existence ; 
and thesey judging by the nearness of their 
dates upon that period^ were not, it is- 
probable, as yet put into, circulation. 

Take these facts with you. to the study 
of the interesting paragraph now under 
consideration, and its meaning cannot be 
misunderstood. Before the existence of 
that complete Record of Revelation which 
subsequently became the inheritance oi 
the church, the flock of Christ wet e to be 
instructed and edified in the faith and 
knawledge of the Son of God, by the in* 
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were literally inspired, and who delivered 
as they were moved by the Holy-Ghost, 
the faithful sayings of God. 

Man's knowledge of the divine tvill can 
only be the result of Revelation. Mow, 
our acquaintance with that will is derived 
from revelation as a written word ; theirs^ 
was communicated by the spoken word. 
The same spirit in both of these ways> 
has announced the same truth. 

Thus, as a century had nearly or quite 
lapsed before the most important por- 
tions of the scriptures- were in circulation,, 
or even, in existence, the wants of the 
church were supplied by oral messages 
from the Almighty ,.communicated through 
these confessedly temporary media ; and 
insteaid of the complete record which i& 
given iii^for doctrine,, reproof,, correction 
^nd instruction in righteousness,, slie was* 
informed and edified by the living voice of 
apostolic preaching and prophetic oracles. 
But, when the standing and immutable 
manifestation of the whole counsel of 
God was complete and had received its- 
sealed and everlasting registry in the 
BIBLE, the temporcu^tfi vehicles of inspira- 
tion were laid aside, an^d uav£ n£yer 

BEEN RECALLED. 

Nor is it at all probable they ever will 
be : since their restoration would argue a 
deficiency in the existing revelation,, and 
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the necessity of an addition to that which 
God himself has pronounced to be com- 
plete. 

As to the restoration of the apostolate^ 
— if it be true, as we have seen, that its 
functions involved the duties of pub- 
lishing the truths of Christianity, for the 
first time in their fulness, to mankind, and 
of promulgating the laws and institutes 
of the christian church, — and if both 
of these duties were fully performed by 
the venerable men who were expressly 
called to the office by Christ himself, and 
abundantly furnished for it by his Spirit, 
— then their office can never be revived ; 
because its restoration would involve, — 
that new doctrine, or "another gospel," was 
required, and that a new code of holiness 
was to be made binding on the church. 

A desire to see the apostolic office liter- 
ally revived, is therefore, a desire to med- 
dle with the ancient land-marks of truth 
and of duty : the removal of which is ex- 
plicitly prohibited by Jehovah, who has 
threatened to palsy the hand that shall 
be outstretched to touch them ;. and a 
desire is it, to receive, or to communicate, 
•another gospel,' the bearer of which, be 
he angel or man, it is declared shall bear 
upon his brow the anathema of God ! (x) 

''Ye are built," says,^the voice of inspi- 
ration, addressing the whole christian 

(x) Gal. i. 8 9. 
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church, — of all climes, and all ages, — "ye 
are built upon the foundation of the apos- 
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone." (y) Their 
offices therefore can no more need resto- 
ration, than the foundations of Christianity 
can require to be relaid. To attempt 
the one is to tamper with the other. 

There are many other considerations^ 
drawn from the nature of the office itself,. 
which lead to the same conclusion. Jf 
for instance it was one of the essential 
duties of the apostles, to testify the remr- 
rection of Christy as those who had ''seen' 
him alive after that event, — then their 
office must necessarily have become ex- 
tinct upon their personal decease, and can 
only be restored by their re-appearance 
from the dead. 

And that we entertain no other convic-^ 
tions upon the subject, than those which 
were cherished by the sacred twelve 
themselves, is evident from the fact that 
they made no provision for the perpetua- 
tion of their office, as apostles, (z) They 
ordained a ministry ^ which has outlived 
successive empires, and will still continue 
till the close of ages, to evangelize their 

(y) Eph. i. 20. (z) The election of Matthias does 
not militate in the least against this statement, 
Bince whatever opinions we may entertain on its 
validity, it took place before the actual commence- 
ment of the apostolic career. 
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generations, and to feed the ever-rising 
flock of Christ ;— but they could neither 
multiply their own number, nor invest 
successors with either their prerogatives, 
or their name ; which, as, one after ano- 
ther, they finished their course, ceased for 
ever to have existence, except as immor- 
talized in the sublime and everlasting 
monuments of the christian scriptures and 
the christian church. 

A wish for the return of the days when 
instead of the contemg^ation oi perfect 
and immutable truth on the pages of the 
Bible, we could listen to inspiration as it 
flowed from the lips of apostle, prophet, 
or evangelist, results from mistaken views 
of the relative advantages of the two 
modes of communication, and of the states 
of the church to which each is peculiar. 
The advantage is not on the side of the 
primitive christians, but on ours, and that 
immeasurably. Had they the presence of 
the Spirit of God ? So have we ! Let in- 
fidelity and fanaticism give alike their 
blasphemous denial to this statement, as 
they may, — we repeat it. — ^The church of 
Christ, minished and brought low, as her 
numbers have often been, has ever enjoyed 
that presence. To deny this, is to pro- 
nounce Christianity a failure ; since the 
departure of the Holy Spirit, and the fi- 
nal extinction of the church, would trans- 
pire together, (a) But let it be proved that 

(a) *< Ubi ecclesia, ibi spiritus.'' Ignatius. 
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the Son of God has ever had a church 
upon the earth, and it is proved that such 
a church has ever had the Spirit^ who 
was promised to abide with it for ever. 
Blessed be God, that promise has never 
failed ; and the Holy One of Israel is now 
with his people, as the fountain of their 
illumination, their holiness and tiieir 
peace. Again, had the church of thejirst 
(ige the possession and the power of offices 
and gifts of office suited to their day ? So 
have v^e, in exa(4 suitableness to ours. 
Notwithstanding the appalling unfaithful- 
ness of many : unfaithiulness which de- 
niands most penitential acknowledgement 
— stone blind, and base of heart must the 
Daan be, who will deny the existence in 
the christian church of the present day, 
of much that indubitably attests the pre- 
sence of a bounteous God : the increasing 
thousands, for example, in the holy min- 
istry, who are giving proof of their voca- 
tion to, and endowment for it, by the 
same divine Spirit who called and quali- 
fied the first heralds of the cross, and the 
unnumbered multitudes besides, who, to 
a degree unprecedented in the previous 
history of Christianity, are diligently and 
SUCCESSFULLY engaged in spreading the 
lightand life of scriptural piety through the 
land, and through the world. True it is, 
that theirs is not, in the ordinary sense of 
the term, a miraculous agency ; because a 
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miraculously endowed ministry was only 
ti temporary means to a permanent end, — 
the communication and confirmation of 
the gospel. That end has been accom- 
plished, and the means which were adap- 
ted to it have been remo%^d, and are 
not likely to be recalled 

Or lastly, had the earliest converts to 
Christianity the knowledge of the will of 
God hy inspiration? So have we; yea, 
and more abundantly ; — since we possess 
what they had not, the completeness of its 
finished record. The vision of our faith 
is aided, not, as in their case, by momen- 
tary illapses of light, but by the steady 
illumination of that resplendent blaze oi 
truth which burns in the temple of the 
church, from age to age, till the day-break 
of eternity, and the vision of God ! We 
have the knowledge of his will, not by 
detached and occasional responses of the 
celestial oracle, but in the inheritance of 
the full and finished "volume of the 
book" which the pen of inspiration has 
inscribed, which miracles have sealed, 
which the noble army of martyrs have at- 
tested to the death, and which omnis- 
cience and omnipotence have preserved 
amid the combined and incessant efforts 
of earth and hell for its destruction ; the 
word of the Lord, which liveth and 
abideth for ever ; the key of a providence 
which is over all, the utterance of a love 
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which encircles all, the gospel of a re- 
demption \¥hich throws open the portals 
of eternal life to all, — and the mandate of 
Laws which have a claim upon the being 
of all, JLaws which emanate from Deity, 
and therefore 

Which, not like those by feeble mortals given. 

Buried in darlc oblivion lie. 

Or, worn by timt, deciy and die. 
But bloom eternal like their native heaven I 

All scripture is given by inspiration ot 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness ; that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works. (A) And so fully capable is 
it of answering these ends, that either to 
add unto, or abstract from, its contents, is 
a sin, respecting the guilt and direful pen- 
alty of which, revelation has pronounced 
its most solemn warnings. So that in 
the possession of the scriptures, and the 
agency of a converted, heaven-called, and 
heaven-aided ministry, the christian 
church has all the substantial advantages 
of the early saints, with many more which 
they had not. We, as they, enjoy the 
privilege of communion with men of in- 

(h) A passage which, when rightly understood, 
afBrms that the written word is given us for the same 
ends as the ministry of apostles, prophets, &c., &c., 
Was given to the church of the first age. Compare 
ilcarefaliy with the text Vide also Note P. 

N 
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8piratioD, whenever, with wakeful spirit 
we approach its records ; and hold con- 
verse with holy messengers from the 
throne of God, no longer, it is true, "men 
of like passions with ourselves," but 
sainted beings, who, in the living registry 
of their inspiration, as well as in their 
personal experience, "have put off flesh 
and blood," and have become immortal ; 
— with the choir of the prophets, and the 
fellowship of the apostles, in their various 
and sanctified gifts ; — with the eloquent 
Ezekiel or Isaiah, the profound and ar- 
gumentative St. Paul, the instructive St. 
Peter, the practical St. James, or the 
seraph-minded St. John ! Nay, futurity, 
which to the view of early believers was 
curtained in clouds and darkness, has been 
laid open to ours; — and when we listen to 
the last announcements of prophecy which 
are given in the Apocalypse, we may hear 
the angel-voice which says, "The Lord 
God of the prophets hath sent me to show 
thee the things which must be hereafter, 
anjd which must shortly be done." (c) 

With these convictions of the fulness, 
sufficiency, and perfection of the written 
oracles, the consistent christian desires no 
other revelations, whilst he cannot but 
look upon all modern pretensions to them, 
with wonder and pity. He regards such 
claims as having a direct tendency to bring 

(c) Rev. xxii. 
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genuine Christianity into disparagement, 
to advance, eventually, the cause of infi- 
delity, and to accomplish the purposes of 
that fallen spirit from whom they come. 
Having '* tasted the old wine he desireth 
not the new, for he saith, The old is 
better," 



From all blind^iess of heart j from pride^ 
vain glory and hypocrisy ; from envy^ ha- 
tred aivd malice^ and all uncharitahleness ; 

From all sedition^ privy conspiracy and 
rebellion^ from ail false doctrif^, heresy and 
schism ; from hardness of heart aiid con* 
tempt of thy word and commandment ; 

From all evil and mischief; from sin^ 
from the crafts and assaults of the devil^ 
from thy wrath and from everlasting dam-- 
nation^ 

. Good Lord Deliver Us ! 



FINIS 
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SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES. 



Note A, page 6. 

I refer here to the attempts which, at that time» 
were being made by the Irvingite teachers in 
Falmouth, to disrupt and destroy the Wesley an so- 
ciety in that town, for the purpose of erecting (to 
use their own phraseology) a true church with the 
stones thereof. Those attempts were made, not 
only by public appeals, characterized by the pecu- 
liarities of the sect, not excepting a full measure of 
calumnious abuse of the Wesley an, and other Minis- 
try of the town, but also in the way of private and 
domestic solicitation. 

Efforts of an unhallowed and disgraceful nature 
have nnce then been made, by another party, who 
did us the konour of a visit, for the purpose of en- 
gaging the society here in the satanic project of 
''revolutionising methodism, or of abolishing and 
laying it in ruins/' 

The manner in wbich the Wesleyans of Falmouth 
maintained their integrity amidst these unpro- 
▼oked and dishonourable attacks upon the doctrines, 
first, and then upon the ducipiine, of their body, has 
increased and confirmed the respect and affection 
which, before the application of these trying tests, I 
had learned to entertain for them, and shall never 
cease to cherish. 
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In the first paragraph of the exposition, there is 
an allusion to the " heresies of ancient times." 
There is mach in what is called " Irvingism," to 
remind us of more than one of these. Their doc- 
trine of the necessary depravity of the flesh of Christ 
savours strongly of the old Gtwttic tenet, that every 
thing material was essentially evil; or in other 
wordsy ** that evil resided in matter as its centre and 
source.'* (a) Colbriogb well designated the Irving- 
ite doctrine •'absurd.*'— "For how," asks he, "can 
tbere be a sinfal carcase?" (6) That great and 
good man did not, however, as it appears to me, 
present a correct view of this dogma, when be repre- 
seated it as merely teaching ** that his (Christ's) 
bumanity had a capacity of sin ;" for so had the 
bumanity of Adam^ before the fall, or that disastrous 
event had never transpired. 

The following things (says Mr. B. J. Newton, in 
^ tract which has beeil circulated in Falmouth,) 
should he carefully remembered :— 

I. That, the persons who claim to be apostles, 
Were writers in the Morning Watch, which main- 
tained the same heresies as Messrs. Irving, Erskine, 
V^ampbell ; and that these writings have never been 
recalled nor disowned. 

11. That, tkese utterances in power from two repu* 
ted prophetesses, declared Mr. Irving's doctrines to 
be« in general, well pleasing unto God. 

ill. That these doctrines are still taught by those 
who are sent out as teachers. I was myself told by 
one uf the teachers in Falmouth, that, *' there was 
that in the flesh of the Lord Jesus which needed to 
be kept in a continual state of death'*-— And the 
two teachers in Dublin, when pressed with the words 
** yet without sin," uniformly say^ that they are not 
intended to qualify the former part of the sentence. 
IV. I have now before me an irvingite tract, just 
published, in which it is said that there is no differ- 
ence in kind, between our Elder Brother (meaning 

(a) See Mosheim, Hist. 1. 109. (&) Coleridge's Table 
Talk. 

N3 
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the Lord Jesus) and ourselves ; but only a difference, 
in degree ; y\z, in the degree in which he possessed 
the Spirit. — Which, if it were true, would of course 
entitle us to the ««oie of Emmiuei. 

^. In a work published by Mr. Irving long ajier 
tho gifts were in London, and after he was the angel 
of the whole church there gathered, he says, "There 
is NO OTHER work of the Son in the flesh, bat 
this; he took our nature in its fallen state, and 
redeemed it into the immortal state ;" and, in the 
same he adds:— *< The duty which the Christian 
people owe to their ministers, who, in the general 
assembly did give their condemnation of this doc- 
trine, is in their several parishes to go boldly in and 
ask them to their face, if they believe that Christ 
came in the flesh, and had the law of the flesh, and 
the temptations of flesh to struggle with and over- 
come ; and it they confess not to this doctrine, to 
denounce them as denying the Lord that bought 
them, and as wolves in sheep's clothing." 

Tbe resemblance between the Newman-street sys- 
tem and tbe ancient MontanUt heresy, must be 
acknowledged by all. Evsebius, in the flfth book of 
his history, chapter fifteenth, describes it as follows 
*—•* Moreover that adversary of God's church, (who 
hates goodness and makes mischief his chief delight,) 
omitting in no wise, any ways or methods of trea- 
chery towards men, caused new heresies to grow up 
against the church, the followers whereof crawled like 
venomous serpents, all over Asia and Phrygia, and 
boasted that Montanus was the Paraclete, and that 
the two women, Priscilla and Maximilla, his com- 
panions, were his prophetesses.'' 

In the next chapter, the historian, for the commu- 
nication of further information upon this subject, 
quotes an author of an earlier day, whose name has 
not come down to us, who describes Montanus, as 
** one, who by reason of his immoderate desire after, 
and love for, the chief place, gave the adversary an 
entrance into himself, and was filled with the devil, 
and being on a sudden possessed with a furious and 
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frantic temper of mind, became perfectly road, and 
began to utter «trange and barbarous expressions, 
foretelling ^prbat was 16 come, (d) By tiiis art, or 
rather by tliis method of subtilty and miscbief, the 
devil plotted destruction against those who were dis- 
obedient to the Lord's premonition, (Malt.xxiv, •Z'S) 
and being undeservedly honoured by them, he ex* 
cited and enkindled their minds, which had forsaken 
the trae faith. For he stirred up two other women, 
and filled them with a counterfeit spirit, so that they, 
like the forementioned persons, uttered extravagant, 
fooliali» and strange expressions ; and those who de- 
lighted in, and boasted of that matter, that spirit 
pronounced blessed, and puffed them up with the 
greatness of the promises. Sometimes, also, making 
use of conjectural and credible arguments, he con- 
demned (rebuked) them publicly, that so he might 
seem also a reproving spirit. Those few who were 
deceived were Phrygians. But this insolent spirit 
taught them to revile the tchole church under heaven, 
because this spirit of false prophecy received neither 
honour from, nor found any entrance into it,— the 
church ." 

The supporters of the Newman-street delusion 
defend the character of IVIontanus. We do not won- 
der at this, since, to condemn him, would be to pass 
sentence upon themselves. Hut the ancient church 
at large condensed him, — as may be seen from the 
testimonies adduced by the Rev. Mr. Goode. I 
find, also, Mr. Irving himself, before the complete 
unfolding of those monstrous extravagancies an ad- 
herence to which separated him from the Scottish 
church, speaking of him in unqualified terms of re- 
probation. Commenting on our Saviour's language 
John xvi. 13, in the way of paraphrase, he says : 
*' All the truth which 1 have taught you he (the 

(rf) I quote at present from the English Translation, in folio, 
printed at Cambridge, in I69i. There is another translation, 
with the original iu the margin, in Mr. Goode*:) worlc on Mo- 
dern Claims, &c., wiiere the reader will also find the judgment 
of christian antiquity on the awful errors of the Montanists. 
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Holy Spirit) shall bring to your remembrance, lie 
sUM water and fructify the seed which L have sown ; 
and what I dimly set fortl^in parables, he shail 
make bright as the noon-day. And he shall show 
you things to come ; before they come to pass he 
shall give you timeous admonition by means of the 
ministry of the word, and in the observance of my 
holy ordinances. He shall glorify me; for he shall 
receive of mine and shall show it unto you ; ad- 
ding nothing new of his own, for the fulness of wis- 
dom and knowledge is in me, for the fulness of the 
Godhead is in me. And if any one come tn tke name 
of the Spirit^ getting anide my Mrdinances, or super- 
seding any thing which I have commanded, or pretend- 
ing to further revelations ^a«MoNTANUS Mohammed^ 
and others) they are liars and hlasphemern of the Holy" 
Ghost, and shall perish in the unpardonable sin.** (e) 

The adherents of the church in Newman-street 
object, it is said, to the name of Irvingites* The 
name, however, is well known to have been connate 
with the sect, and has ever been the designation by 
which it has been known in all places south of the 
Tweed. Could the present writer have found a 
name by which they would at once have been as 
easily referred to, he certainly would not have em- 
ployed that which they seem so disposed to cast 
from them. The title by which they announce 
themselves as *' the church,*' i.e. the only true church, 
1 could not co/i«ci«nCl^s(<^ employ as descriptive of 
them. To do that, would be not only to partake of 
their own absurdity, but also to sin against the whole 
generation of the children of God. 

1 would take the present opportunity of saying, 
that whilst in common witu the church at large, 1 
deplore the lamentable aberrations of the late Kev. 
Edward Irving, as a divine, I entertain, with all 
who either knew him, or are acquainted with his 
writings, the most ardent admiration of his magni- 
ficent powers of intellect, and his child-like benign- 

(e) Irving's Lectures on the Hook of Revelation, vol. 1 . p. W 



153 

ity of heart. I am not ashamed to say that I look 
back upon the few opportunities I enjoyed of per- 
sonally listening to his astonishing eloquence, as 
interesting and never-to-be forgotten epochs of life ; 
and never can I think of him but with the conflict- 
ing feelings ^xrhich his early promise of vastusefal- 
nessy for whicb he was quali6ed by such splendid 
and gigantic powers, and his distressing and com- 
paratively short career, must inspire. Those who are 
acquainted virith the real history of that career, well 
know that the destruction of that lovely character 
was begun hy Jlaiterif, and consummated by Jana* 
/tcism . 

1 have now before me a letter, written by a gen- 
tleman who had enjoyed much of Mr. I's intimacy* 
to another, who had been also his personal frienu ; 
and extract, upon the last mentioned topic, the fol- 
lowing sentence : — " I will advert to what makes 
my heart bleed during the time I think of it : — the 
death of our dear brother Irving. J know the doubts 
of the ivork, with which hit mind was torn, when I was 
with hivn- J believe the contradictions and hindrances^ 
the confusion and increasing doubts, hastened his dis^ 
solviion^ Had it been the work of God, who more 
devoted to it than he ? He was promised a place 
and an office in it, not only prominent, but early, 
and yet he is gone." 

** I'he first time (says another friend of his) that 

I saw Irving, was six and tweaty years ago, in his 

native town, Annan. He was fresh from Edinburgh 

with College prizes, high character and promise. 

Nothing but joy, health, and hopefulness without 

end, looked out from the blooming young man .... 

The last time I saw him was three months ago, (in 

1835) in London. Friendliness still beamed in his 

eyes, but now from amid unquiet fire ; his face was 

flacid, wasted, and unsound; hoary as with exfreme 

age, and (at the age of 42) he was trembling over the 

brink of the grave/' (0 — Pbacb to his Memory ! 

(f)9eet, paper in Eraser's Magazine, on the death of Mr« 

Irviug. 
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Note B, page d. 

" The vnity of the »pirit*^ — The most sablime idea, 
of the church is that given by the scriptures when 
they describe it as the temple and habitation of the 
living God. The same trnth is elsewhere iliastrated 
by the representation of the church as a body, which, 
though composed of different members, is vitalized 
and actuated by one life. It is this which renders 
the people of God, though "scattered o'er all the 
earth," one brotherhood. "In spite (says Mr. Irving) 
of diversity of place, and diversity of tongue, and 
all other diversities, tbey will come, under the same 
formative principle of life, to feel and to maintain a 
unity with one another ; a unity, though notannifor- 
mity. That mother of barlots would have uniformity 
(if language, uniformity of dress, uniformity of rite 
and ceremony. And the same craving for uni- 
formity wrought havoc first in the Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland, and the next in the Episcopal 
Church of England, at the hands of one another, 
and hath left them in an unfriendly and unbrotherly 
attitude to one another. Uniformity of appearance, 
or even of gift, is not of the essence of unity. The 
one formative life of the body doth not shew itself 
in making all the members uniform in shape, or in 
use, but, contrariwise, all diverse ; and this diversity 
it is which shews the unity of the life. The life is 
proved not to be in the hand, by finding that it is 
also in the foot; not to be in the eye, by finding that 
it is also in the ear. But if the life exhibited itself 
always in one form, and in one use, then should [ 
be led tu suppose that the life lay in this visible form 
and particular use. And accordingly where uni- 
iorinity is absolutely insisted on, the life is lost 
in the form, the spirit in the letter. JSot, there- 
fore, I argue, in uniformity will the unity shew 
itself, but rather in a diversity, all tending to the ob- 
servance and obedience of the same head.'' And 
again. "The spirit of uniformity I regard as the 
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greatest antagonist to the spirit of unity. Unifor* 
mitv 18 unity, turned into an ido*. {g) 

How different these truly Catholic senttroents 
from the fierce bigotry of the Newman-street Apos- 
tles, Evangelists, &c, — who argue, that aniformity 
^^exseniial to the true church, ^nd that all religious 
1:0m ui unities, who will not adopt the discipline and 
(ceremonial which they have thought proper to pres- 
cribe, must speedily perish and disappear. We 
must not wonder, after all, at their rejection of the 
fiame of Irving* 

Note C, page 14. 

Psalm Ixviii,— The literal reading of the received 
Hebrew text, when traDsiated is, the chariots of 6ud 
are two myriads of thousands doubled : the Lord is 
^ith Ihem (as at) Sinai in holiness. Our translators 
appear to have followed the version of the Ixx ; who 

We, The chariots of God are — puproirXacrtov — my* 

^ds multiplied, or manifold — even thotuatids aj happy 

^^^^ — p^tXiaJi? iu3Tjyou>'T«k. The probable reason 

of this difference is, tbat the Ixx. read ghdduunt " qui 

omnibus bonis abundant," instead of shinan, repe. 

^itio, as in the present text. Hence Jerom, *' Millia 

abunnantium." Both the $yriac and the Chaldee 

^arguro, countenance the rendering of the Ixx. The 

I'eading of the Targuni is curious. *' The chariots of 

^(id are myriads double, in flaming 6re; two thou* 

^and angeis draw tbern. The majesty of the Lord 

>*<^poses upon them, upon Mount i^uai, in holiness.*' 

NoTB D, page 18. 
O ya,^ xaraPa?, &c, *' He who descended, is 
^vidently the same who, when above, by becoming 
incarnate, descended to tbe earth, and dying, went 
down to the grave. He is tbe same individual per 
son, and not divers persons." Tueophylact, on 
the place. 

NoTB Cy page 24. 

Sanctum sanctorum typus supremi caeli fuit. Heb» 



(g) Irving, on the Revelation, p. 213 and 21 
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ix. 124. Ibi enim 1. Perfectissitna ^anetitas, ha. 
Ixii.i 16. 2. Dei Thronas, Isa. Ixvi. 1. 3. Incredi* 
bills gloria. Psalm viii.l. cui nullum hujus loci aurum 
aequipari potest. 4. Res per arcam, propitiatorium 
et cherubim, caeteraqne quae iis aderant, significata, 
Heb. xii. 22—24. — WiTSius — De Tabernaculi, 
Mysterii It. 

Comme le ciel est le veritable sanctaaire de Dien, 
represent^ par le lieu Tres-Saint, qui etoit autre- 
fois dans le Tabernacle et dans le Temple, ou le son* 
verain sacrificateur eutroit, pour faire aspersion snr 
I'Archedu sang de son sacrifice, il falloit que Jesns 
Christ y entrat aBn d*y fair un mystique et spiritualle 
aspersion du sang de sa croix sur le Pere Eternal; 
d*est ce que Tecriture saint appelle son intercession, 
la deiixime fonetion de son sacerdoce. — Claude 
Traite de Jesus Christ, Tom. 2, 457* 

NoTB F, page 40, 

Among the various, and in many instances, fanci* 
ful, reasons which have been assigned for the number 
of the apostles, the most rational appears to be that 
which is drawn fron the fact of their original mission 
to the lost sheep of the bouse of Israel. ** Since it 
ts roafiifest, says Moshiem, from the words of our 
Saviour him^f. Matt. x. vi, that he intended tlie 
number of the twelve apostles as an allusion to 
that of the tribes of IsraeU it can scarcely be doubted 
that he was willing to insinuate by this appointment, 
that He was the supreme Lord and High Priest of 
those twelve tribes into which the Jewish nation was 
divided." There is an opinion, by no means ill 
grounded, that this number was never increased. 
The apostles, in one of the last announcements of 
the Revelation, chap. xxi. 14, are still mentioned 
as twelve. Hence it has been thought that the per- 
son who really took the place of Judas, was not 
Matthias^ but St, Paul, The former, indeed, is 
^.stated to have been ** numbered with the eleven 
apostles," but the word rendered numbered^ merely 
refers to the manner of his election, by the decision 
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of '^ ]oW and may be more correotly iraotUted* as 
meaning that he was associated with the apostles bif 
M(o<,— determined, if we may judge from the term 
employed in the original, by the nse of small peb- 
bles. See A. Clarke, on the place. Maoinigh t 
<£ssay 1) thinks that in this affair, the disciples 
" acted mot by the direction of the Holy*Ghost, for 
he was not yet given to them, bat merely by the 
dictates of human pnidence, which, on that occa- 
sion, seems to have carried them loo far. No man, 
or body of v&e4& whatever, could, by Metr deiignation^ 
confer an office^ whose authority bound the con- 
sciences of ail men, and whose duties could not be 
performed without the gifts of inspiration and mi- 
racles. To oTikAn an npoitle, belonged to Christ 
alone, who> with the appointment, could also give 
the supernatural powers necessary to the function. 
Some time therefore, after the election of Matthias, 
leans himself seems to have superseded it> by ap- 
pointing another to be his apostle and witness, in 
the place of Judas.'' 

NoTB 6, page 44. 

The paraclete, ^rapaxXnTo; is not only a eomforter 
as rendered in our version, but also ** an advocate, 
and a counsellor." 

NoTB H, page 44. 

Inspiration of the apostles, D WIGHT has given 
an excellent compendium on this subject. Syst. 
Theol. 2, serm. 48. 49. 1'hey testify,— that the 
Holy-Ghost descended on them, as Christ had pro- 
mised ; — that the gospel which they preached was 
revealed to them by God, — which they declared, for 
this reason, to be the gospel of God and of Christ; 
— Whilst they wrought innumerable miracles to 
prove its truth. Their inspiration, he states, con- 
sisted ia the following things :— 1. l*hat they re- 
ceived immediately from God every part of the 
christian dispensation which they did not know by 
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famished with a foreknowledge of fatnre events* 
3. In things which they did otherwise know par- 
tially, the deficiencies of their knowledge were in 
the dame manner Supplied. 4. Those things which 
they had once known, and which were parts of the 
christian dispensation, were^ by divine power, 
brought distinctly and fully to their remembrance. 
-6. They were directed by the Uoly-Spirit to the 
selection of jnst such things, and such only» and to 
precisely such a manner of exhibiting them, as 
should be true, just, nrast usefol to mankind » and 
most agreeable to the divine wisdom. ' 6. That each 
one was left so far to his own manner of writing or 
speaking, a« that the style was strictly his own, and 
yet, that the .phraseology used by him in this very 
style was so directed, and controlled by the Ht>ly 
Spirit^ as to lead him to the most exact and useful 
exhibition of divine truth ; his own words being, in 
this important sense> words not devised by human 
wisdom, but taught by the Holy-Ghost 7. Each 
inspired man was, as to his preaching or his writiug, 
absolutely preserved from -error. 

Note K, page 48. 

The apostlcB have originally communicated, or 
materially explained, many doctrines and precepts, 
which were either omitted or partially communi- 
cated by the writers of the old testament, or even 
by the ministry of Christ. See a long catalogue 
of particulars in illustration^ in Dwight, ser. 49, 
vol. 2. 

Note L> page 67* 

Binding and Looting, (Msiit, JEvi. 19, and xvii, 18) 
as LiGHTFooT proves from the Rabbim, were used 
in the sense of anthoritative prohibition and permis- 
sion. To bind, was to declare that any thing was 
unlawful to be done ; to loose^ to declare that any 
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thing may be lawfully performed. The same author 
understands, by the remission and retaining of sins» 
John XX. 23» the power, (exclusively possessed by 
the apostles,) of life and deaths and delivering over 
to Satau. 

St. Peter's custody of *' the keys," as Bishop 
EloRSLBY observes, ** was a temporary, not a per- 
petual authority: its object was not individuals, but 
the whole human race. The kingdom of Heaven 
upon earth is the true church of God; the christian 
church, which is represented in this text, under the 
image of a city, to be entered only at the gates. 
Under the Mosaic ceremony, these gates were shut» 
and particular persons only could obtain admittance^ 
— Israelites by birth, or by legal incorporation. The 
locks of these gates were the rites of the Mosaic 
law, which obstructed the entrance of aliens. But 
after our Lord's ascension, and the descent of the 
Uoly-Ghost, the keys of the city were given to St, 
"Peter, by that vision which taught him, and author- 
ized him to teach others, that all distinctions of one 
nation from another were at an end. By virtue of 
this special commission, the great apostle applied 
the key, pushed back the bolt of the lock, and threw 
the gates of the city open for the admission of the 
whole Gentile world, iu the instance of Cornelius 
and his family/' 

Note M, page 86. 

Agitation of professed Prophets, How similar 
to the effects of ancient demon-inspiration.— In the 
Cumaean 8ybil for instance, as described by Virgil* 

Cam Virgo, poscere fata 
Tempus, ait : deus ecce, deus pui talia fauti 
Ante fores, subito, iinn vultas, non color anus, 
Non comt9 mansere coibiB ; sed pecttis anhelam, 
Et rabie (era corda tumeut majorqae vtderi 
Nee niutale souans ; afBato est namiue quaiulo 
Jain propiore dei. iEwciD vi. 

Aloud she cries 
This is the time ! enquire your destinies ! 
He comes ! behold the God ! Thus while she said 
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(And thlTeriiiff nt the nacred entry statd) 

H^r coloar changed ; her face was not the same ; 

And knUttw groantjfrom her deep tpirit eame* 

Her hair stood op ; convulsive rage possessM 

Her trembling limbg^ and heaved her labWing breaU, 

Greater than hnman kind, she seemed to look* 

Andt wUh an aeeent more than mortal gpoke. 

Her staring eyes with sparkling fury rolli 

When all the Qodcame rushing on her tool 

Drtdbn. 

At phcebe nondum patlens immanis In antro 
Baccatur vates, magnum si pectore possit 
Excussisse deum, tanto magis ille faticat 
Os rabidum feca corda domans flngitque premendo^ 

Xm. vi. 

Strvggli^g in vaiis, impatient of her load^ 
And laboring underneath the pond'rous god. 
The more she strore to shake them from her breast^ 
With more and far superior force he pressed ; 
Commands his entrance, and withont eontroiU^ 
UtnrpB her organe^^ and inspires her soul. 

Drt»bn. 

Smith, of Cambridge, in his learned ' Discoarse 
of Prophecy,' allnding to this subject, says that one 
main characteristical distinction between the pro- 
phetical and pseudo- prophetical spirit, is that the 
prophetical spirit doth never alienate the mind/* 

As instances of the false-prophetical spirit acting 
in an opposite manner, as above,, he refers to the 
Pythian prophetess, as " described by the scholiast 
upon Aristophanes* Plutus^ and by Lncan, as being 
filled with inward fury, while she was inspired by 
the fatidial spirit, and uttering her oracles in a 
strange disguise, with many antic gestures, her hair 
torn, and foaming at the mouth. As also, Cassan- 
dra, is brought in as prophecying in like manner by 
Lycophron. So the Sybil was noted by Heraclitus, 
" as one speaLing ridiculous and unseemly speeches 
with her furious mouth." ** This," he adds, ** waa 
cautiously observed by all the primitive fathers, who 
hereby detected the impostures of the Montanists, 
that pretended much to prophecy/' 
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NoTB N» page 111. 

It is a shrewd remark of Pibrrb Du Moulin, 
that the papists have made modern miracles to be 
marks of the true church ; whereas Christ has warn* 
ed as against them as the signs of the false church : 
referring to Matt. xxiv,24., 2 Thess. ii. 9.» Matt. vii.. 
22. (h) The Newman Street gentlemen, howe?er». 
have not yet arrived at this distinction, so ardently 
desired, and so fuUy expected. 

I transcribe the following passage from the appen* 
dix of ail abridgement of Mr. Baxter's narrativej^ 
which was recently published at Falmouth, by Mr. 
B.J. Newton. ''In a letter recently written by 
Mr. Baxter to Mr. A., who claims to be an apostle^ 
— Mr. B. earnestly presses on Mr. A., to remember 
the full conviction with which they all received the 
declaration, that apostolic powers would be first 
given ; and men. having the full power of the Spirit., 
would make the circuit of the earth, and prepare 
the Saints,, who would be translated at the end of 
the period mentioned — (viz, in last July.) "This,'* 
says Mr. Baxter, ''was declared, was believed in, and 

waited for and all your churches (as you call 

them) were summoned for Sunday,, the 14th July. 
Now my dear brother^ I appeal,, as enlightened by 
the Spirit of Christ, to tell me whether you believe 
there has been any fulfilment. Mr. F. candidly says 
No !-*but that you still wait for it:: — that the twelve* 
of you wha are named apostles,, were on. the 14th 
July last, commanded to go down to Albury, and 
wait there until the 11th August, whea you are to 
return to the church in London, and the Lord will 
grant that outpouring which has been hitherto 
withheld. Try the Spirits,— let this adjourned day 
be the test — but if on the 11th of August,, you and 

(A) Miracles qu'on. fait aassi estre nutrqiaei de la vraye Eg- 
Use, lesqueU Jesus Christ met les derniers temps pour marques- 
de la fausse. Ainsi (adds he) d^ le temps de TertuUian les 
hereiiquts se vantoientde faire le plus de miraetes*" 

Do MoULiJS Boudier de la Foy. p« 400u 

Od 
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your brethren are as powerles*. f^ " "'J^.il^f **''' 
ipctles. as at present. ^Y-afthriltHf August 
^" It hardly need be said that «« "'^ m ^na- 
has since p Jsed ; but that the claims are 

'^Thete;. H. M-Neile, iVVd?staSu^i Sor- 
ted, refers also to "the signal 7,J„^'Kt"Saracaio«« 
which have attended certain attempts f^^'^ 
operation. He appeals to the case oj ^^^^ \^ ^ 

gentleman who was carried ff""*, **»* 7**^^ "arried 
grayer-meeting in order t» be headed and ca^^^^^^ 

back again to die."-Another oi ""= . ^.^^a by 

man's Parishione's w^^^^^^^^ *^e ha" Ait^ »»^« 
" certain gifted visitors —*■>."" f",, sinful, as 't 
would be well, but that ber illness was sintui. 
was occasioned entirely by her anbelief. 0°« ^I/"^^ 
visitors then prayed with b- '' - f^^^^Sf^g to 
thev told her— I, e. the tioiy opint v ^o^ient's 
thefr profession) uttered tbe request for the patient » 
recoveV; -erely using the la^y^s organ «' speech. 
The patient however died. ^ir. f***^ J^'T * j^es 
M'Nrilcononeofhis pastoral visits to her-d^^^^^ 

not the Spirit make iatercess on for ««{. ^.^^jf ^^F^ 

the will ot- God ? " - ^^'^r^'^?^ ^/ iSLul " - Then 
words you use are the words ot bt. *^*^^' . ..j^ 
Sir," added she. with most conclusive f<\^»«"*^S. '' 
cannot be the Holy Spirit in that lady, tor she 
prayed for me that I might recover immediately. 

and I am no better." _ ,. , ^r « iUa 

So much for the miraculous credentials ol i^v 
only true church." And yet, notwithstanding these 
truly humiliating circumstances, how "diculous, u 
rather how awfully instructive the spirit and heannc. 
of these persons. The pages of the ••Morning Watcn 
as well as the occasional smaller publications whicu 
liave emanated from the party, teem with expres- 
sions of a spiritual pride, and a malignant disaain 
of all but themselves who bear the christian name^ 
iji^hich both astonish and disgust. Thus, by way oj 
specimen; — Of churches who do not admit |J^®*^ 
eiaimsy it is said by one of these calumniators—**^*^ 
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their preachers the word of the Lord is come to 
pass, and they are blighted ; no spiritual children 
are more begotten, tbe ordinances no longer convey 
life ; the streams are turned to blood ; and the res- 
ervoirs produce notbing but noxious reptiles. They 
who still attend the preachers have complained to 
nie of their being altogether altered, both in matter 
and manner, for which they are unable to assign 
any cause. Wb have the mind of Christ (t) and 
KLNow ALL THINGS, (k) We therefore know it is 
because his word of judgment has gone forth upon 
them : the £ast wind from the Lord has blighted 
them." 

This characteristic language is from " a Narrative 
of the circumstances which led to a setting up of 
the church of Christ at A 1 bury ; " at which place it 
has been repeatedly proclaimed, that " out of that 
(the irvingite) church, (here is, and can be. No 
SALVATION.'' 8ee M'Neile. 

In the same spirit of arrogance another of them, 
in the Morning Watch, writes as follows: <*Kor £ 
maiutain, that when all the testimony of the word 
of God upon this, or any other point,, establishes 
such or such a probability, and invalidates its con- 
trary, then,, inasmuch as we possess, the knowledge of 
ail things^ and possess no more than probability,, 
that probability is a truth. (/> Again, ^' \ know 
not (says this hnished exemplar of christiaa humili- 
ty.) i know not why we should not rule the stars, 
and their systems,, and preside ovtt their politics, 
too." (»i) 

We wonder not therefore that such men as these, 
4»hoald attempt to drive the ploughshare of ruin 
through existing and peaceful religious communities^ 
nor affirm as they repeatedly have, that the setting up 
of their '^church" has sealed the doom of all existing 
churches^ which do in fact^ from thenceforth, become 
sjfnagogues> oj, Satan^ Whilst their uniform cry 

(i) Query, (ft) No: notevea thenuielves. (/] M. W. No.- 
iiw 507. («) ibid, 504. 
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wherever they come, is, " Cease ye torn mam — go 
DO more to bear man^ come to US and hear God/' 
But eaougli of such distempered presamption. 

NoTB O, page 116. 

See 2 Peter i. 20, 21, where that apostle lays it 
down as a first principle, that no genuine or scrip- 
tural prophecy could proceed from the prophet's 
own knowledge or conviction, or was the offspring of 
calculation or conjecture, but that holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Uoly-Ghost« 

Etnhvo'i^ est Interpret atio : hSioi iiriXvo'^g est inter^ 
pretatio nostra mentis, ezpositio cogitationum quas- 
ipsi nobis formavimns. Sulla vero prophet ia est 
propria interpretatioms, Prophetae non suae, sed 
Divinae mentis interprefilunt. Nou sua inventa aut 
commenta, sed Dei dictata hominibus esponant. 

WiTsius De Prvphetion Cap. xi« 

NoTB P» page 145. 

Archbishop Usher, in his answer to a Jesuit, has 
collected some very valuable testimonies of the early 
Fathers on the sufficiency of scripture^ That from 
Basil, presents advice which many, in the present 
day would do well to adopt. ** Believe those things 
which are written ; the things which are not written 
seek not. It is a manfest falling from the faith, and 
an argument of ignorance, either to reject any point 
of those things that are written, or to bring in any 
of those things that are not written." (n) 



It has been a source of perplexity to many^ that ^ 
some of the adherents of this strange delusion were 
persons of unquestionable piety at the time of their 

(f») Usher her* quotes the S9th Hooiily adf ers. CaUtmai' 
antes S. TriniUt. 
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adopting it No fair argument, w6 conceive, can be 
drawn from this circumstance, in favour of the deiu« 
sion itself, as it would apply to the extenuation of 
tin, as well as the vindication of error, David was 
unquestionably a truly pious man, but in an hour of 
«n watchfulness he fell into heinous sin ; but who 
attempts to argue in favor of aduUert^, from the fact 
that a religious character was ensnared into its guilt ? 
Y et the frequent argument for this delusion drawn 
from the piety of some of its partisans, is equally 
mnwarrantable. 

But is unquestionable personal piety a guar- 
antee for the infallible eorreetneu of ita possesor's 
doctrinal opinions? What then are we to make 
of the fact, that some of the holiest men have held 
opinions which have been cmposed to those as sin« 
cerely entertained by other nbn of equally undoubt- 
ed holiness, by the whole diameter of truth ? What 
Wesley an for example doubts the piety of Whit6eld ? 
Hut who, from the circumstance of the good man*s 
piety f would feel himself obligated to embrace his 
predestinartanitm ? 

The above argument is generally propounded with 
a sort of flourish about the tuperior ktUinesi of the 
parties who profess these wonderful doctrines. Now 
1 am not disposed to deny that there may be— nay, 
that there are eome among them, whose tempers, 
words and works, attest and prove them to be 
Saints of the Most High ; but these are not the 
clamorous and anathematizing advocates of the 
scheme, and must be regarded I am sorry to say, as 
exceptions to the general character of the remainder^ 
If ** the fruit of the Spirit,^' of whose ample and ex- 
clusive presence the latter continually boast, were 
uncharitableness instead of "love" — a restleu prouly-^ 
tism which delighti in destroying the tranquility of 
christian societies^ instead of "peace,'* impatience 
instead of "longsuffering," malignant arrogance and^ 
fierce disdain, instead of "gentleness and goodness" 
— then would the whole christian church be con- 



tm 

atrained to yield their calamoiators the palm of 
'^'Huperior holineds." — But till this be the case, *'Ao- 
imess'* is not the proper name for such characteris- 
tics. The whiteness of such a state of mind, is th'e 
whiteness of the leprosy. 

These painful sentiments are not the result of 
the present writer's observation oaly, as he finds that 
they exactly coincide with those which have been 
formed by others who, have had opportunities of very 
near inspection. See for example, the Kev. H* 
M'Neile's convictions on this subject, as given in his 
"Letters," p. 124, and 126, or as quoted by the Rev. 
W. Goode, •^ Claims,'* page 248. 

We believe there are many who are now involved 
in the delusions of this system, who will at no dis* 
tant period, look back upon the time spent in such 
inthralment, with deep regret, and regard their 
emancipation from it, as a deliverance indeed. The 
influence of the system itself, is decidedly unfriendly 
to the culture of the bland and benignant disposi- 
tions so essential to real Christianity. We have 
known some who once lived in the exercise of those 
dispositiops* cease from their display, with a start- 
ling and preternatural suddenness, upon the adop- 
tion of these principles, as if in embracing them, 
they had come under the prompt dominion of a 
power which proves itself, by its blasting effects, to 
be the antagonist of **th6 mind which was in Christ.'* 
The deliverance of these otherwise estimable persons 
from such a state, will be a ' great salvation ;* the 
bestowment of liberty upon the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to them that are bound. 
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ERRATA- 

Pagrc 5, for iranwfomed^TetLdtrantforfned^ 
16, note, del. Psalm lii. 
l-S, for Nazarine, retid Nazarene. 
26, note, for Agu., read Augustus. 
34, note, for Verlerum, read yeternm-^ 
ib» - — for q/nume, read qfthe name, 
^, note (r) supply— ai?o««e* o/ fA«? cAicr«A<«. 
40, for Legates, read Legati, 
as, line 8, supply «Aaf. 
54, for Senecca^ read Seneca. 

70, for Tjjwi read Tt|M.ti 

76, note, for //, read /•'. 

83, line 31, for gives, read ^oc#. 



